25.4 Hazardous Facilities e: 16-Aug-2024

This chapter is subject to the following plan changes:

25.4

25.4.1

25.4.2

Proposed new text in Notified Plan Change 14- underlined with green highlighting
Proposed deleted text in Notified Plan Change 14- strikethrough-with pink highlighting
All proposed rules have immediate legal effect.

Recommended amendments in response to submissions:
(] New text - underlined.
o  Deleted Operative Plan text — strikethrough.
(] Deleted Notified Plan Change 14 text — strikethrough.

Hazardous Facilities

Purpose

. This chapter establishes a city-wide framework for managing hazardous facilities under the

Act to avoid or minimise adverse effects and the risks associated with hazardous substances.

. “Hazardous facility” is the general term used in this District Plan to describe any site where

hazardous substances are stored, used, transported or disposed.

. Hazardous substances can be toxic, flammable, highly reactive, corrosive, ecotoxic,

radioactive or explosive. Risks to people and the environment arise if the substances react,
degrade or are released because of inadequate management or an accidental spill.

. Hazardous facilities need to be managed, designed and located appropriately, as well as

having processes in place for dealing with accidental spills or the release of hazardous
substances.

1. Some activities involving hazardous substances are excluded from the definition of hazardous facilities.

Check the definitions for hazardous substances and hazardous facilities first, to see if this chapter
applies. This chapter focuses on the hazardous substances part of any activity. A hazardous facility
may have other controls relevant to it that are found in the relevant Zone and city-wide chapters.

. The District Plan is not the sole mechanism for managing the risks associated with the use, storage,

transportation and disposal of hazardous substances. Other legislation such as the Hazardous
Substances and New Organisms Act 1996, Land Transport Act 1998, Worksafe New Zealand Act 2013
and their regulations, impose additional controls and requirements (e.g. packaging, signage and
labelling, transportation).

Objectives and Policies: Hazardous Facilities

Objective | Policies

25.4.2.1

To protect people, property and the natural |Hazardous facilities shall be located where they do not give rise to
environment by avoiding or minimising the | levels of risk, including residual risks, which are incompatible with
adverse effects of storage, use, disposal or |the nature of surrounding land uses or natural environment.

transport of hazardous substances.

25.4.2.1a

25.4.2.1b

Hazardous facilities shall be designed, constructed and managed
to avoid or minimise significant adverse effects, including
cumulative effects.

25.4.2.1c

Hazardous facilities shall provide facilities and systems to avoid
the contamination of air, land and water (including groundwater,
potable water supplies and surface waters) in the event of an
accidental spill or release of hazardous substances.

25.4.2.1d
Disposal of hazardous substances shall be undertaken in an
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environmentally safe manner to minimise the risk of hazardous
substances being discharged into the environment.

25.4.2.1e

Hazardous facilities shall be located, designed, installed and

managed to avoid adverse effects of natural hazards;e-g-flesding;
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hazard event.

25.4.2.1f

The positive effects that hazardous facilities have on the economic
and social wellbeing of the Waikato region and Hamilton should be
recognised.

Explanation

While the use of hazardous substances provides benefits to communities by meeting a need for products and
services, facilities involving hazardous substances also present risks to the health and safety of people, property
and the natural environment, including ecosystems. Hazardous substances can escape into the environment as
a result of inadequate management or from an accidental release or spillage. Hazardous facilities and their
activities need to be managed well and located appropriately in response to these risks.

Reference to risks includes the consideration of residual risk. In some cases, the residual risk may be of
particular concern because of the facility’s proximity to sensitive ecological areas or land uses (e.g. residential
areas). In these cases the risks of the hazardous facility may outweigh its potential benefits.

Hazardous facilities are spread throughout the community. Some present very low risks because of the nature or
small quantities of the hazardous substances held on the site. The District Plan assigns a level of control
appropriate to the scale of risk that these activities present.

Hazardous facilities close to each other may generate cumulative risks that are greater than the risk of each
individual facility. Where there are multiple hazardous facilities within a constrained area, each facility is to be
designed and managed in a manner to minimise adverse effects on each other, as well as beyond the area
occupied by hazardous facilities.

The disposal of hazardous substances generates risks to the health of the handlers, waste management facility
operators, and communities, as well as risks to the receiving environment. The disposal of hazardous
substances to authorised facilities or those serviced by an approved waste contractor will minimise the risk of
substances escaping into the environment and generating adverse environmental effects.

Natural hazard events can threaten the containment of hazardous substances. Hazardous facilities are
discouraged from areas that are susceptible to natural hazards as a means of managing this risk.

Objective | Policies

25.4.2.2 25.4.2.2a

The operations of established hazardous The establishment of sensitive land uses within or near existing
facilities and the areas within which these hazardous facilities or areas identified for such a facility shall be
facilities are encouraged are protected from | managed if they would create significant reverse-sensitivity effects
significant reverse-sensitivity effects arising |that would limit a facility’s ability to carry out its operations without
from the inappropriate location of sensitive | unreasonable constraints.

land-use activities.

Explanation

Reverse-sensitivity effects arise where a new activity is introduced into an environment which has the potential
to limit the operation of existing activities. These new activities are incompatible or otherwise sensitive to the
effects of the existing activity. Reverse-sensitivity effects need to be taken into account, particularly for
significant hazardous facilities or larger areas of smaller facilities, where residual risks cannot be reduced to
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insignificant levels.
Significant established hazardous facilities in the City include the Te Rapa Dairy Manufacturing Site and
Crawford Street Freight Village. Industrial zoned lands are areas where hazardous facilities are expected to
generally establish. Sensitive activities establishing in these areas or in close proximity to established hazardous
facilities may constrain the current or future operation of such hazardous facilities.

25.4.3 Rules — Activity Status Table

a. Any hazardous facility: P
i. Not otherwise identified within this table
ii. With a quantity ratio that is equal to or below the quantity ratio for permitted activities in
Rule 25.4.5.1
b. Any hazardous facility: D
i. Not otherwise identified within this table
ii. With a quantity ratio that is more than the quantity ratio for discretionary activities Rule
25.4.5.1
c. Teaching and research laboratories with a quantity ratio that is more than the quantity ratio for |C
permitted activities in Rule 25.4.5.1 and complying with relevant standards in Rule 25.4.4.
This excludes:
i. Activities undertaken outside the laboratory
ii. Bulk hazardous substances storage facilities
iii. Field tests
d. The retail sale of liquid fuel in underground storage tanks with a storage capacity of up to: C
i. 100,000 litres of petrol
ii. 50,000 litres of diesel
iii. Provided it can be demonstrated that compliance with relevant standards in Rule 25.4.4
and the requirements of the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 and
regulations is achieved
e. The retail sale of Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) with storage capacity of up to: C
i. 6 tonnes (single vessel storage)
ii. 1.35 tonnes cumulative capacity (exchange facilities for portable LPG cylinders)
iii. Provided it can be demonstrated that compliance with relevant standards in Rule 25.4.4
and the requirements of the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 and
regulations is achieved
Radioactive material
f. The use or storage of radioactive materials with a radioactivity level less than that specified as [P
an exempt activity in the Radiation Protection Regulations 1982
g. Any activity using, storing or transporting radioactive materials for the medical and dental P
treatment of patients and the use of such radioactive substances is under the control of a
person licensed under the Radiation Protection Regulations 1982
h. The use or storage of radioactive material with a radioactivity level more than that specified as |D
an exempt activity in the Radiation Protection Regulations 1982, but less than or equal to 1000
terabecquerel
i. The use or storage of radioactive material with a radioactivity level more than 1000 NC

terabecquerel

BODs substances
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j. Any storage of high BODs substances in quantities less than or equal to 10,000 litres (excluding |P
the Te Rapa Dairy Manufacturing Site and Crawford Street Freight Village, Ruakura Agricultural
Research Campus and Waikato Innovation Park)

k. Any storage of high BODs substances in quantities more than 10,000 litres (excluding the Te D
Rapa Dairy Manufacturing Site and Crawford Street Freight Village, Ruakura Agricultural
Research Campus and Waikato Innovation Park)

. Any storage of high BODs substances in quantities less than or equal to 100,000 kg, or 40,000 |P
kg when within 30m of a water body (the Te Rapa Dairy Manufacturing Site and Crawford Street
Freight Village, Ruakura Agricultural Research Campus and Waikato Innovation Park only)

m. Any storage of high BODs substances in quantities more than 100,000 kg or 40,000 kg when D
within 30m of a water body (the Te Rapa Dairy Manufacturing Site and Crawford Street Freight
Village, Ruakura Agricultural Research Campus and Waikato Innovation Park only)

n. Any activity identified in 25.4.3.a., c. to g. and j. within a: D
i. High Flood Hazard Area
ii. Medium Flood Hazard Area
iii. Low Flood Hazard Area
iv. Femple-ViewFleed-HazardDepression Area
v. SulvertBleckFlood HazardExtent Area
vi. Geotechnical Waikato Riverbank and Gully Hazard Area

0. Any hazardous substances that are complying with the standards in 25.4.4 and 25.4.5.2 P

Note
1. For any activity not identified above, see Section 1.1.8.1.
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