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PROPOSED HCC PLAN CHANGE 14 - FLOODING 

DIRECTION #2 

INDEPENDENT HEARING COMMISSIONER 

 
PURPOSE 

1. The purpose of Direction #2 is to respond to a request by Counsel on behalf of 
Metlifecare Limited, Stride Investment Management Limited, Southern Cross 
Healthcare Limited and Argosy Property No. 1 Limited seeking that Proposed Plan 
Change 14 - Flooding to the Hamilton City District Plan is placed on hold pending the 
adoption of Government’s intended National Policy Statement for Natural Hazards 
(the NPSNH). 

THE SUBMITTERS’ REQUEST 

2. The reasons for that request are stated in paragraph [10] of the 21 July 2025 
Memorandum of Counsel and are not repeated here. In short, the submitters 
express concern that an inefficient conflict in provisions might thereby arise if the 
two matters are not considered at the same time. 

COUNCIL’S RESPONSE 

3. By Memorandum dated 30 July 2025, Counsel for HCC rejects that proposed 
suspension – noting that the decision to place PC14 on hold does not lie with the 
Commissioner whose delegated authority is to hear and decide PC14 - but with HCC 
itself. Counsel advises that Mr Blair Bowcott, the General Manager of Strategy, 
Growth and Planning, holds the delegations necessary to respond to the request; has 
considered the request; and does not agree to it. The reasons for that decision are 
stated in paragraphs [7] – [11] of the Memorandum and are not repeated here. 

4. Counsel seeks the following directions: 

a)  The joint memorandum of counsel on behalf of Metlifecare Limited, Stride 
Investment Management Limited, Southern Cross Healthcare Limited and 
Argosy Property No. 1 Limited dated 21 July 2025 is acknowledged; and  

b)  Having considered the memorandum of counsel on behalf of HCC dated 30 July 
2025 in response, PC14 will remain set down for hearing commencing 28 
October 2025, and the procedural directions contained within Direction #1 
dated 9 June 2025 stand. 
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CONCLUSION 

5. I agree with Counsel for HCC that my delegation does not extend as far as the 
request seeks. HCC as proponent of PC14 seeks to proceed and, per s.21 RMA, I am 
required to do so as promptly as is reasonable in the circumstances, noting that 
should that NPSNH issue before the hearing is closed then, depending on its terms, it 
may have relevance. 

6. I therefore confirm and issue the direction sought in paragraph [4b)] above. 

7. Any enquiry relating to this direction should be addressed to the Hearing 
Administrator, Mary Walmsley at: planchange14@hcc.govt.nz.  

 

David Hill  
Hearing Commissioner 

30 July 2025 
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