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WEL Networks Limited – Hearing Evidence 

Plan Change 14 - Flooding 
 

  

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 My name is Sara Brown, and I am a Senior Planner employed by WEL Networks Limited (WEL).  

 

1.2 My qualifications and experience are as set out in paragraph 2.2 of my Statement of Evidence 

dated 21 August 2025. 

 

1.3 I reconfirm that I have read and am familiar with the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses in 

the Environment Court Practice Note 2023 and I agree to comply with it. 

 

2. Scope of Evidence 

 

2.1 This evidence, to be tabled at the hearing, addresses the Statement of Rebuttal Evidence 

published on the Hamilton City Council’s (Council) website on the 12th of September 2025 and 

informs WEL’s position. 

 

2.2 In preparing this evidence, the Statement of Rebuttal Evidence of Dr Juliana Reu Junqueira 

(rebuttal evidence) has been reviewed, in particular paragraphs 18 to 20. 

 

2.3 WEL supports the recommendations set out in the rebuttal evidence, which provides for 

Permitted Activity status for electricity infrastructure within Medium Flood Hazard Areas and 

Restricted Discretionary Activity status within High Flood Hazard Areas. 

 

2.4 The recommendations will enable the continued operation and maintenance of existing 

regionally significant infrastructure and provide for the construction of new regionally 

significant infrastructure with appropriate rules and standards.  

 

2.5 As outlined in my Statement of Evidence, WEL supports the amendment to Rule 22.3(xx) 

which relates to the activity status of electricity infrastructure at ground level within 

Depressions Areas. WEL also supports the inclusion of new Rule 22.3(eee). 

 

3.  Conclusion 

 

3.1 WEL supports the recommendations set out in the rebuttal evidence on Plan Change 14 - 

Flooding as outlined in section 2 of my evidence. 

 

3.2 WEL supports the amendment to Rule 22.3(xx) which relates to the activity status of 

electricity infrastructure at ground level within Depressions Areas. WEL also supports the 

inclusion of new Rule 22.3(eee).  

 

Dated 21st October 2025 
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Sara Brown 

WEL Networks Limited 

 

 

 


