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1.  Introduction  

This assessment forms part of the Section 32 report for Plan Change 14 (PC14) – Flood Hazards, 

which aims to enhance Hamilton’s resilience to flood risks. The purpose of PC14 is to revise 

chapters and appendices of the 2017 Operative Hamilton City District Plan (ODP) to address 

updated flood information and increased urbanisation challenges driven by the National Policy 

Statement on Urban Development (NPS-UD) and the Resource Management (Enabling Housing 

Supply and Other Matters) Amendment Act 2021.  

In alignment with Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato (the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato 

River), PC14 seeks to ensure that flood hazard management not only mitigates risks to human life 

and property but also preserves the ecological integrity of the river systems. This assessment 

evaluates how PC14 aligns with the objectives of Te Ture Whaimana, considering both direct and 

indirect benefits, while also acknowledging the limitations of the plan change, particularly its 

primary focus on new developments and the residual vulnerability that remain to existing 

buildings. 

The objectives of Te Ture Whaimana encompass a holistic approach to restoring and protecting 

the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River and its surrounding communities. This assessment 

will detail how PC14 aligns with these objectives, ensuring a balanced and sustainable approach 

to flood management and river protection.  
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2. Assessment of PC14 Alignment with Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato 

Objectives 

Objective How PC14 Addresses the Objective Applicability to PC14 

a. The restoration and protection of the health and 
wellbeing of the Waikato River. 

PC14 aims to minimise the negative impacts of flood hazards and improve 
stormwater management, reducing the potential for polluted runoff entering 
the river, thereby protecting its health and wellbeing. However, PC14 only 
focuses on new developments (or redevelopments), leaving existing buildings 
subject to the adverse effects of natural hazards. 

High 

b. The restoration and protection of the relationship 
of Waikato-Tainui with the Waikato River, including 
their economic, social, cultural and spiritual 
relationships. 

The HCC engaged with Waikato-Tainui and considered their feedback, ensuring 
that their relationship with the river is respected and protected in flood 
management strategies.  
Regarding the economic aspect, if PC14 prohibits further development, it could 
displace people, potentially impacting the community’s economic stability. 
This consideration highlights the need for balanced strategies that protect 
cultural and environmental values while addressing economic and social 
implications. 

Medium 

c. The restoration and protection of the relationship 
of Waikato River iwi according to their tikanga and 
kawa with the Waikato River, including their 
economic, social, cultural and spiritual 
relationships. 

PC14 aligns with the tikanga and kawa of Waikato River iwi by incorporating 
their values and knowledge into flood management practices. Low 

d. The restoration and protection of relationships of 
the Waikato Region’s communities with the 
Waikato River, including their economic, social, 
cultural and spiritual relationships. 

By improving flood resilience, PC14 supports the continued use and enjoyment 
of the river by all communities, fostering strong relationships with the river. Yet, 
existing buildings are still exposed to the negative effects of flooding. 

Medium 

e. The integrated, holistic and coordinated 
approach to management of the natural, physical, 
cultural and historic resources of the Waikato 
River. 

PC14 promotes an integrated approach to flood management, considering 
natural, physical, cultural, and historic resources, ensuring a balanced and 
coordinated strategy.  

Medium 
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Objective How PC14 Addresses the Objective Applicability to PC14 
f. The adoption of a precautionary approach 
towards decisions that may result in significant 
adverse effects on the Waikato River and in 
particular those effects that threaten serious or 
irreversible damage to the Waikato River. 

PC14 adopts a precautionary approach by considering climate change 
assumptions, using the best available flood data and regularly updating it, 
ensuring that decisions are made with the most current information to avoid 
significant adverse effects. This approach promotes long-term environmental 
stewardship. 

High 

g. The recognition and avoidance of adverse 
cumulative effects, and potential cumulative 
effects, of activities undertaken both on the 
Waikato River and within its catchments on the 
health and wellbeing of the Waikato River. 

PC14 addresses cumulative effects by managing flood risks comprehensively, 
ensuring that individual and collective activities do not degrade the river’s 
health and wellbeing. For example, PC14 proposes provisions that consider 
cumulative effects.  

Medium 

h. The recognition that the Waikato River is 
degraded and should not be required to absorb 
further degradation as a result of human activities. 

PC14 aims to prevent further degradation by better managing stormwater and 
flood hazards, reducing the impact of urban activities on the river. Indirectly, 
this supports the river’s recovery and resilience. PC14 focus is, however, on 
new developments, leaving existing buildings potentially contributing to 
degradation. 

High 

i. The protection and enhancement of significant 
sites, fisheries, flora and fauna. 

PC14 helps protect significant sites, fisheries, flora, and fauna by managing 
cumulative effects of flood risks and stormwater. By reducing the overall 
impact of new developments on flood hazards, PC14 indirectly supports the 
preservation and enhancement of ecological areas. This is achieved by 
reducing the impact of development without appropriate flood management 
controls or without adequate on-site stormwater management. 

Medium 

j. The recognition that the strategic importance of 
the Waikato River to New Zealand’s social, cultural, 
environmental and economic wellbeing requires 
the restoration and protection of health and 
wellbeing of the Waikato River. 

PC14 supports the strategic importance of the river by implementing flood 
management practices that protect its health and wellbeing, contributing to 
New Zealand’s overall social, cultural, environmental, and economic wellbeing. 
The plan, however, does not mitigate risks for existing buildings. 

Low 

k. The restoration of the water quality within the 
Waikato River so that it is safe for people to swim in 
and take food from over its entire length. 

By managing stormwater and reducing pollutant runoff, PC14 contributes to 
improving the water quality of the Waikato River.  Low 

l. The promotion of improved access to the Waikato 
River to better enable sporting, recreational and 
cultural opportunities. 

PC14 enhances flood resilience, which in turn supports safer and more reliable 
access to the river for sporting, recreational, and cultural activities. This is 
achieved by reducing the impact of development without appropriate flood 
management controls or without adequate on-site stormwater management.  

Low 
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Objective How PC14 Addresses the Objective Applicability to PC14 
By managing storage of goods, hazardous materials and improving on-stie 
stormwater management, PC14 indirectly aids in promoting improved access 
to the Waikato River. 

m. The application to the above of both mātauranga 
Māori and latest available scientific methods. 

PC14 integrates mātauranga Māori and the latest scientific methods in its flood 
management strategies, ensuring a comprehensive approach.  Medium 
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