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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 My evidence relates to stormwater management matters associated with 

PC14, which seeks to strengthen the objectives, policies and rules around 

development in flood affected areas by updating flooding information and 

stormwater management rules.  As a part of PC14, Hamilton City Council 

("HCC") introduced the "Floodviewer" tool which enables public access to 

Hamilton City's flood maps.  The introduction of this tool has potential impacts 

on Fonterra Limited's ("Fonterra") Te Rapa Dairy Manufacturing Site 

("Manufacturing Site"). 

1.2 From a stormwater management perspective, the Manufacturing Site is 

effectively split into two catchments.  The first catchment contains the majority 

of the Manufacturing Site, serves only Fonterra owned land and is self-

contained.  The second, smaller catchment, drains separately via underground 

stormwater gravity pipes and into the Waikato River.  

1.3 The Manufacturing Site (and any upstream neighbouring properties) is less 

likely to flood or pond due to stormwater system failure as its maintenance 

systems are considered to be of the highest standard in place across the 

general HCC jurisdictional area.   

1.4 As such, I support Fonterra's request that the Manufacturing Site be excluded 

from HCC's published Floodviewer information.  Other changes being sought 

by Fonterra are mostly minor and do not present any significant issues from a 

stormwater perspective.   

2. INTRODUCTION 

2.1 My name is Scott Dean King.  I am a Technical Director at Harrison Grierson, 

based in Hamilton.   

Qualifications and experience 

2.2 I hold the qualifications of BEng (Civil), MSc, CMEngNZ, CPEng.  My 

bachelor's and master's degrees were obtained from Birmingham University in 

the UK in 1995 and 1996.  I am a Chartered Professional Civil Engineer with 

over 27 years' experience, 20 years of which are based in the Waikato Region 

managing projects and undertaking civil infrastructure design for works 

associated with a variety of land development sites and roading projects.   
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2.3 Examples of my design input on recent projects include the Precinct North 

Industrial Subdivision adjacent to Hamilton Airport, the Amberfield subdivision 

in the new Peacocke growth cell area of Hamilton, and Precinct B of the 

Rangitahi subdivision in Raglan. 

Code of Conduct 

2.4 I confirm that I have read the Expert Witness Code of Conduct set out in the 

Environment Court's Practice Note 2023.  I have complied with the Code of 

Conduct in preparing this evidence and I agree to comply with it while giving 

oral evidence before the Hearings Commissioners.  Except where I state that 

I am relying on the evidence of another person, this written evidence is within 

my area of expertise.  I have not omitted to consider material facts known to 

me that might alter or detract from the opinions expressed in this evidence. 

Involvement in Proposed Plan Change 14 

2.5 My involvement in the Plan Change process has been to review the publicly 

available information on behalf of Fonterra and provide technical commentary 

and feedback in support of Fonterra's submission to HCC, specifically in 

relation to potential impacts on their Manufacturing Site. 

3. SCOPE OF EVIDENCE  

3.1 This statement of evidence will: 

(a) Detail how the Manufacturing Site deals with Stormwater; 

(b) Provide response to HCC's stormwater evidence (Mingyang Mona 

Liao, dated 1 August 2025); and 

(c) Outline the relief sought by Fonterra from an engineering 

perspective. 

3.2 In preparing this evidence, I confirm I have read the following documents: 

(a) The publicly available information relating to PC14 on the HCC 

website;  

(b) The Floodviewer information available via the HCC website, and 

associated commentary (FAQs etc); and 

(c) HCC stormwater evidence (Mingyang Mona Liao, dated 1 August 

2025). 
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4. HOW THE SITE MANAGES STORMWATER 

4.1 From a stormwater management perspective the Manufacturing Site is 

effectively split into two catchments, a main catchment and the 'village' 

catchment, as identified below.  

 

4.2 Stormwater for the main catchment, including the manufacturing buildings, 

surrounding stores, support buildings and adjacent accessways and parking 

areas drains via underground pipes to a central sump.  This discharge is 

continuously monitored for pH, temperature, turbidity and conductivity along 

with the discharge flow rate before it is pumped to the discharging gully that 

outlets to the Waikato River.  This discharge is authorised under Waikato 

Regional Council consent AUTH137797.02.01.  

4.3 Overland flows from the catchment generally follow the internal roading system 

and discharge to the same stormwater systems that the pipe networks 

discharge to. 

4.4 This catchment is self-contained, serving only Fonterra owned land. 

4.5 A small portion of the site in the south-east corner, drains via underground 

stormwater gravity pipes to a separate outlet to the Waikato River.  This 

discharge takes stormwater from the former Fonterra village area that was 



4 

3458-4018-3573    

located in this area of the Site from the 1960s to the 1990s.  The Waikato 

Regional Council consent for this discharge is AUTH135348.01.01. 

4.6 Due to the topography and historical development of the area, this catchment 

also includes some privately owned land to the south of the Manufacturing Site.  

Overland flows from this catchment follow the internal roading system and 

discharge directly to the Waikato River just north of the Manufacturing Sites 

water take inlet. 

4.7 To protect it's assets and keep the factory operating at optimal performance, 

Fonterra operate a robust maintenance programme across it's entire site.  For 

stormwater infrastructure this includes on-site environmental and maintenance 

teams.  

4.8 Frequency of maintenance for stormwater infrastructure across the site is as 

follows: 

(a) Catchpit cleaning (to prevent leaf blockage etc) – 6 monthly (or as 

required); 

(b) CCTV inspection of stormwater pipes (to detect blockages or cracks) 

– inspected over a 5 year cycle; and 

(c) Inspection of outlets (to identify and clear blockages) – weekly visual 

inspections for the main catchment, monthly for the village site 

catchment.  

 

How this differs from general management of stormwater systems 

across HCC's jurisdiction  

4.9 The maintenance measures implemented across the Manufacturing Site are 

considered to be to a high standard and are likely to be more robust than those 

in place across HCC's jurisdiction.  As such, the likelihood, and hence impacts, 

of the Manufacturing Site's stormwater system failure or blockage (leading to 

flooding or ponding on the Manufacturing Site, or on neighbouring sites) is 

considered low (or at least, lower than the general likelihood across the wider 

HCC area).  

5. RESPONSE TO HCC EVIDENCE 

5.1 I have reviewed HCC's stormwater evidence (as it relates to the content of my 

evidence), specifically Paragraph 30 relating to site development or 
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redevelopment having the potential to increase adverse effects on upstream 

neighbouring properties.1 

5.2 For the Manufacturing Site, this would relate to potential adverse effects on the 

neighbouring properties to the south of the site, that discharge into the head of 

the 'village' catchment system.  

5.3 I concur with the conclusion of HCC's evidence on the point that 'maintaining 

the overland flow paths entry and exit points should be the minimum 

requirement for not having impacts on flood risks to neighbouring properties', 

specifically noting that this refers to adverse effects on neighbouring properties 

only, and not within the boundaries of the site itself. 

6. PC14 RELIEF SOUGHT  

6.1 On the basis of the evidence presented, specifically the extensive maintenance 

regime implemented on site, I consider that the Manufacturing Site (and any 

upstream neighbouring properties) is less at-risk of stormwater flooding as a 

result of stormwater system failure or blockage than the general HCC 

jurisdictional area.  As such, I support the request that the Fonterra Dairy 

Manufacturing Site be excluded from HCC's published Floodviewer 

information (whilst noting that any future site development or redevelopment 

cannot increase adverse effects on any upstream neighbouring properties). 

6.2 Other changes being sought by Fonterra, and as addressed by Mr Chrisp in 

his evidence, are mostly minor wording amendments, such as adding 'where 

practical' and 'following mitigation' and are aimed at adding clarity to existing 

proposed wording.  None of those changes present any significant issues from 

a stormwater perspective.   

 

 

1   Statement of evidence of Mingyang Mona Liao, dated 1 August 2025 at [30]. 
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7. CONCLUSION 

7.1 On the basis of the extensive maintenance regime implemented on site, the 

Manufacturing Site (and any upstream neighbouring properties) is considered 

to be less at-risk of stormwater flooding as a result of stormwater system failure 

or blockage than the general HCC jurisdictional area.  As such, I support the 

request that the Fonterra Dairy Manufacturing Site be excluded from HCC's 

published Floodviewer information (whilst noting that any future site 

development or redevelopment cannot increase adverse effects on any 

upstream neighbouring properties).  

 

       Scott King 

21 August 2025 
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