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1.2.2.9 Flood Risk Assessment Report 
  

Any application for subdivision consent creating additional lots within a Flood Hazard Area is to 

undertake a flood risk assessment report as outlined below. Applications for Controlled activities 

are exempt from this requirement.  
  

This report is a site specific flood assessment supporting proposed subdivision, use or 

development of land which may be affected by flooding. Its purpose is to provide information about 

the subject site, the proposed activity, the likelihood, nature and extent of the relevant flood hazard 

and an explanation as to whether the resulting level of flood risk is acceptable. It can be used to 

provide a more site specific assessment of flood hazards than the broad flood hazard 

categorisation identified on the Planning Maps and implemented by rules in Volume 1, Chapter 22: 

Natural Hazards. 
  

The flood hazard modelling information used by Council to identify Flood Hazard Areas should be 

used to inform this report. 

 

a. The report must be prepared by an appropriately experienced and qualified practitioner and 

consider up to at least a 1% AEP rainfall annual exceedance probability event. 

 

b. The report must include, but may not be limited to, the following matters, where applicable. 

 

i. The existing use and development of the site. 

 

ii. An outline of the likelihood and effects of flooding on the site. 

 

iii. A site layout plan showing: 

 

• Land potentially affected by flooding in a flood event, including areas of overland flow 

paths on the subject site and all adjoining sites. 

 

• The location of the proposed activity, including any proposed building platforms, in 

relation to the land potentially affected by flooding. 

 

iv. Whether there is a reasonable or practicable alternative to locating the proposed use or 

development on land within a Flood Hazard Area. 

 

v. The sensitivity of the proposed activity to the adverse effects of flooding. 

 

vi. The potential risk to life, health and safety, and property during a flood event including 

consideration of: 

 

• Frequency, duration, extent, depth and velocity of flooding on the site and any access 

to the proposed activity, 

 
 

1.2 Information Requirements 

 

This chapter is subject to the following plan changes: 
Proposed new text in Notified Plan Change 14- underlined with green highlighting 
Proposed deleted text in Notified Plan Change 14- strikethrough with pink highlighting 

All proposed rules have immediate legal effect. 

 

Recommended amendments in response to submissions:  

• New text - underlined.  

• Deleted Operative Plan text – strikethrough.  

• Deleted Notified Plan Change 14 text – strikethrough.  
 
Recommended amendments in response to submitter evidence 

• New text - underlined.  

• Deleted Operative Plan text – strikethrough.  

• Deleted Notified Plan Change 14 text – strikethrough.  

• Deleted Officers Recommendation version text – strikethrough. 
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• Cumulative risks from interactions with any other natural hazard affecting that site (e.g. 

geotechnical conditions), 

 

• Any available flood warning time, and 

 

• The ability to access or evacuate the site and the danger to residents and emergency 

service personnel if the site or access to the proposed activity is affected by flooding. 

 

vii. The positive or adverse effect of the proposed activity on: 

 

• Overland flow paths (e.g. obstructing or diverting), 

 

• Hydrological capacity (e.g. reduced flood water storage capacity), 

 

• Flood water depths, and 

 

• Flood water velocities. 

 

viii. Whether the proposed activity creates a new or exacerbates an existing natural hazard 

both on or off site. 

 

ix. Options to avoid or mitigate the adverse effects of flood hazards and reduce risk to the 

proposed activity to an acceptable level, including consideration of the appropriateness 

of any mitigation measures proposed. This may require: 

 

• An elevation plan showing freeboard heights in relation to the top water flood level of a 

1% annual exceedance probability event. 

 

• Information confirming that the proposed design of sub-floor structures, walls or fences 

allows for the free passage of flood waters. 

 

• Information confirming that the design of proposed structures or buildings is sufficient 

to withstand inundation by flood waters. 

 

c. If the report relies on flood hazard modelling information other than that used by Council to 

identify the Flood Hazard Areas in the Planning Maps then the report must, use compatible 

modelling tools with consistent rainfall, hydrological and hydraulic parameters to those used 

by Council. The report must also include detail about the model methodology, assumptions 

and limitations, validation and any peer review. 

 

d. The report may recommend the refinement of the extent of the Flood Hazard Areas depicted 

in the Planning Maps to reflect a greater level of topographical detail than that used in 

Council’s flood hazard modelling. An explanation of the methodology used and the nature, 

extent and effect of the refinement is required. 

 

Note 

1. Recommended refinements to the extent of the Flood Hazard Area may alter the activity status of 

the proposal. 
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1.2.2.10 Site Management Plan (Waikato Riverbank and Gully Hazard Area) 
  

Any application for resource consent for subdivision, use or development within the Waikato 

Riverbank and Gully Hazard Area or any activity not complying with standards in Rule 20.4.1, must 

be accompanied by a Site Management Plan prepared by an appropriately experienced and 

qualified practitioner. This will include, but may not be limited to: 

 

a. Location, extent and form of all existing and proposed: 

 

i. Buildings and structures. 

 

ii. Landscaping (including retaining walls and fences). 

 

iii. Sealed and impermeable ground surfaces. 

 

b. Existing and proposed site contours at 0.5m intervals. 

 

c. Location, extent and species of: 

 

i. Existing vegetation being removed. 

 

ii. Existing vegetation being retained. 

 

iii. Any proposed new vegetation. 

 

d. The location of vehicle access, manoeuvring and any parking areas. 

 

e. The nature of the ground conditions and the suitability of the proposal having regard to these 

ground conditions. 

 

f. Any risk mitigation measures proposed. 

 

g. Land stability, erosion, earthquake (amplification and liquefaction) or any other natural hazard, 

including any modification to landforms and removal of vegetation. 

 

h. Methods proposed for site management of earthworks and stormwater. 

In relation to Peat Lakes, Wetlands and Peat Lake Catchments: 

 

A description of the measures to be undertaken to help prevent or reduce effects on: 

 

• Ecosystems, plants and animals any any disturbance of habitats 

 

• Any natural watercourse including any discharge of sediment to the waterway and any effect on 

water quality, water clarity and in-stream habitats. 
 

1.2.2.11 Stormwater Disposal Report 
  

Any application for resource consent for subdivision, use or development within the Waikato 

Riverbank and Gully Hazard Area or any activity not complying with standards in Rule 20.4.1, must 
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be accompanied by a Stormwater Disposal Report prepared by an appropriately experienced and 

qualified practitioner. This will include, but may not be limited to: 

 

a. A description of the site, including: 

 

i. Natural drainage patterns and any other drainage features (including any spring or 

groundwater seepage). 

 

ii. Its relationship to broader stormwater catchments. 

 

iii. Ground conditions and any particular geotechnical vulnerabilities. 

 

b. Existing stormwater consent constraints (if any) and whether these impact on the proposal. 

 

c. An assessment of the wet season (winter) water table that establishes the minimum capacity 

of the ground to absorb water. 

 

d. An assessment of post-development stormwater flows and the means to be employed to 

match these to predevelopment flows. 
 

 


