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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. My full name is Emily Chee Win Buckingham. 

 

2. My qualifications and experience are as set out in my primary statement of 

evidence dated 26 June 2024 (primary evidence). 

 

3. I reconfirm that I have read and am familiar with the Code of Conduct for 

Expert Witnesses in the Environment Court Practice Note 2023 and I agree 

to comply with it. 

 

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

 

4. The purpose of this supplementary statement of evidence, which is 

provided on behalf of Hamilton City Council (HCC) as Plan Change 12 (PC12) 

proponent, is to recommend a correction to the definitions of ‘strategic 

network infrastructure’ and ‘local network infrastructure’ referred to in 

PC12 in order to align them with the updated Three Waters Connections 

Policy (“Connections Policy”) definition. 

 

CORRECTION 

 

5. The PC12 provisions were discussed with the planners and engineers 

involved in the Connections Policy workstream in 2023, when definitions 

of local and strategic network infrastructure were developed as part of the 

recommended changes to be included in PC12. 

 

6. Since that time, the Connections Policy update work has moved on to 

finalise these definitions, which occurred while PC12 was on hold. Ms 

Jackie Colliar has provided an update on this work in her evidence 

presented in the hearing on 11 September 2024. During the course of this 

hearing, I was made aware that there is a discrepancy between the PC12 



 

 

definitions of local and strategic network infrastructure and the updated 

Connections Policy. The updated Connections Policy defines local network 

to mean:  

 
• Wastewater local service lines typically having an internal diameter 

equal to or less than 300mm and typically pump stations whose largest 

inlet pipelines have an internal diameter equal to or less than 300mm, 

but this can vary (smaller or larger) depending on the size and location 

of the sub catchment. 

 

• Potable water local service lines typically have an internal diameter 

less than 250mm. 

 

7. I understand that this definition was reached through staff carefully 

considering the pipe sizes that would be considered as local network rather 

than trunk mains, and that it aligns closely with standard industry 

definitions. Although the updated Connections Policy has not been 

published or gone through a public hearing yet, the definition is not 

anticipated to be subject to any further changes from HCC’s technical 

perspective. 

 

8. To ensure consistency between the District Plan and the Connections 

Policy (which are intended to work in tandem to manage infrastructure 

capacity issues), and remove any potential for confusion, I recommend that 

the PC12 definitions be amended to match the updated Connections Policy 

definition. This would involve amendments in two places where the 

definitions appear in the provisions, as shown in Attachment 1. The 

changes will be included in HCC’s final recommended set of PC12 

provisions in response to matters raised at the hearing. 

 

9. The effect of the change is that it reduces the extent of the network 

assessment required for sites that are not subject to the Infrastructure 



 

 

Capacity Overlay by limiting the size of the network to be assessed. It does 

not alter the assessment required for sites that are inside the Infrastructure 

Capacity Overlay, as both strategic and local network capacity are required 

to be assessed for such sites. 

 

 

Emily Chee Win Buckingham 

12 September 2024 

  



 

 

Attachment 1: Additional recommended amendments to provisions 

 
Appendix 1.2 Information Requirements 
 
Table 1.2.2.5b: Information required for each type of Three Waters Infrastructure Capacity 
Assessment 
… 
 
Note  

1. For the purposes of this rule strategic network infrastructure local network means: 

a. For wastewater typically pipelines that have an internal diameter of greater 

than 500mm and typically pump stations that have inlet pipelines with an 

internal diameter of greater than 500mm. Wastewater local service lines 

typically having an internal diameter equal to or less than 300mm and typically 

pump stations whose largest inlet pipelines have an internal diameter equal to 

or less than 300mm, but this can vary (smaller or larger) depending on the 

size and location of the sub catchment. 

b. For potable water supply typically pipelines that have an internal diameter of 

greater than 450mm, booster pumping stations and strategic water reservoirs. 

Potable water local service lines typically have an internal diameter less than 

250mm. 

2. For the purposes of this rule local strategic network infrastructure means all 

other network infrastructure not defined as strategic local network infrastructure 

above. 

 

 
Appendix 1.3 Assessment Criteria 

 

J9  Three Waters Infrastructure 
Capacity  

Local network (sites 
not subject to the 
Three Waters 
Infrastructure 
Capacity Overlay)  

Local and strategic 
networks infrastructure 
capacity (sites subject to 
the Three Waters 
Infrastructure Capacity 
Overlay)Activity 

Note  
Information requirements relating to Three Waters Infrastructure Capacity Assessment applications 
are outlined in Volume 2, Appendix 1.2. 

For the purposes of this rule local network strategic local network infrastructure means: the 
reticulated distribution piping that is downstream connected from a transmission water main 
or upstream from a wastewater main.  

a. For wastewater typically pipelines that have an internal diameter of greater 
than 500mm and typically pump stations that have inlet pipelines with an 
internal diameter of greater than 500mm. Wastewater local service lines 
typically having an internal diameter equal to or less than 300mm and typically 
pump stations whose largest inlet pipelines have an internal diameter equal to 
or less than 300mm, but this can vary (smaller or larger) depending on the 
size and location of the sub catchment. 
 

b. For potable water supply typically pipelines that have an internal diameter of 
greater than 450mm, booster pumping stations and strategic water reservoirs. 
Potable water local service lines typically have an internal diameter less than 
250mm. 

 



 

 

For the purposes of this rule local strategic network infrastructure means all other network 
infrastructure not defined as strategic local network infrastructure above. 
 

 


