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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. My full name is Michael Richard Graham.   

 

2. My qualifications and experience are as set out in paragraphs 2 and 3 of 

my primary statement of evidence dated 26 June 2024.   

 
3. I reconfirm that I have read and am familiar with the Code of Conduct for 

Expert Witnesses in the Environment Court Practice Note 2023 and I agree 

to comply with it. 

 

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 
 
4. The purpose of this supplementary statement of evidence is to respond to 

matters raised by the Independent Hearing Panel at the Plan Change 12 

(PC12) hearing on 4 September 2024.   

 

MATTER RAISED BY PANEL 

 

5. During the course of the presentation of my evidence I was asked to 

provide a simple and understandable definition for deep soils. In 

preparation of a response, I noted that the proposed PC12 definitions 

include a definition of deep soil areas, and consider that two separate but 

correlated definitions would provide both a suitable description of deep 

soils, and performance expectations and impediments to deep soil areas.   

 

6. The following definitions are proposed: 

 
Deep Soils: well-structured nutrient holding soils with a range of 

particle sizes, and gradation in soil properties with depth.  Ranging 

from 400 mm to 1 m in depth, they offer space for healthy root 

development, nutrient absorption, and moisture retention. The 

depth and extent of deep soil is critical to ensuring the long-term 

health, stability, and growth of woody plants and trees. 
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Deep Soil Areas: a continuous area at least 1m of deep soil, with no 

impeding building or feature on, above, or below ground. Deep soil 

areas are capable of supporting woody plants and the canopy of (a) 

tree(s), and provide stormwater attenuation benefits to a site.  

 

[ Suggested strikeouts and proposed additional text in red].  

 

7. In my opinion, these definitions broadly respond to concerns elevated by 

submitters on PC12 with regard to the provision of adequate soil quality 

and extent, and enable the fundamental requirement necessary for the 

reestablishment of Tree Canopy Coverage within areas of redevelopment. 

 

 

Michael Richard Graham 

11 September 2024 

 


