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Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply Hearing Panel 
Hamilton City Council 
 
Attn: Hearing Coordinator  
Email: PlanChange@hcc.govt.nz  
 
 
 
Dear David Hill (Chairperson),  
 
Waikato Regional Council Submission to Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply to the 
Operative Hamilton City District Plan 
 
I request that this letter is tabled at the hearing for Proposed Plan Change 12 (PC12) on 4-13 
September 2024 confirming Waikato Regional Council’s (WRC’s) position on the recommendations 
presented in the evidence on behalf of Hamilton City Council (HCC).  
 
WRC made a submission (submission 326) and further submission on PC12. The submissions were 
generally supportive of PC12, including the proposed approach to applying matters required to give 
effect to Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato – The Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River as a 
qualifying matter, but sought some specific amendments to proposed provisions.  
 
WRC staff acknowledge that HCC filed an updated set of proposed plan provisions in May 2024. Some 
of the proposed amendments are in response to work undertaken for HCC’s Draft Plan Change 14 – 
Flood Hazards (PC14). WRC staff support HCC’s approach to amending PC12 in response to the latest 
flood modelling.  
 
WRC staff generally support the recommendations set out in the evidence on behalf of HCC and 
consider that the recommended provisions satisfy most of WRC’s submission points and align with the 
Waikato Regional Policy Statement (WRPS).  
 
Specifically, WRC staff’s position on the recommendations of HCC’s experts is as follows:   

a) We support the removal of proposed Medium Density Residential Zoning from those areas 
identified as being subject to flood hazards in HCC’s latest flood modelling (in Dinsdale and 
Nawton).  

b) We also support the proposed approach of adding Medium Density Residential Zoning to 
other locations which HCC has identified as being suitable, such as along future frequent public 
transport corridors identified in the Regional Public Transport Plan.  

c) We support Policy 2.2.3b, as well as Policies 2.2.13f, 2.2.14e and 2.2.14g. These align with 
Policy UFD-P1 and General development principle i within APP11 of the WRPS.  

d) We support Objective 4.1.2.1 and the associated policies related to ensuring that 
development within the Residential Zone gives effect to Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o 
Waikato.  
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e) We support the amendments to Objective 4.1.2.5 and the associated policies, relating to the 
incorporation of sustainable features and technologies that also consider climate change.  

f) We support the amendments to Policy 4.1.2.6f and the rules relating to landscaping and the 
urban tree canopy for the General, Medium Density and High Density Residential Zones.  

g) We support the recommendation to reject submission points seeking percentage changes to 
the impermeable surface standards. These standards are important for the management of 
cumulative stormwater effects associated with urban intensification.  

h) We support the recommended amendments to Policy 25.14.2.1h relating to provision of 
electric vehicle chargers for communal use.  

i) We note that WRC submission point 326.44 appears to have been misinterpreted. This 
submission point sought that a reference to the Regional Land Transport Plan be added to 
Criteria G3 within Appendix 1.3. We do not support the recommended deletion of references 
to specific strategies and plans from Table 15-2b l) in Appendix 15.  

j) We support the updated approach to the use of the terms “public transport” versus 
“passenger transport” recommended in the evidence for HCC, as this will provide greater 
clarity for plan implementation.  

 
Please note that should the section 42A author or experts for HCC change their position or 
recommendations on the above, WRC’s position outlined in this letter may be subject to change.  
 
Should you have any queries regarding the content of this letter please contact Katrina Andrews – 
Senior Policy Advisor, Strategic and Spatial Planning on (07) 8590 929 or by email 
Katrina.Andrews@waikatoregion.govt.nz  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisette Balsom 
Manager, Strategic Policy Implementation  
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