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1. Qualifications and Experience 
 

1.1 My full name is Aaron Mark Collier. 

1.2 I am a Consultant Planner and a Director of Collier Consultants Limited. Prior to 

establishing Collier Consultants in 2019 I was a Principal and Technical Director of 

Aurecon.  

1.3 My qualifications are Masters’ degree with Honours and a Post Graduate Diploma in 

Resources and Environmental Planning from the University of Waikato.  I am a full 

member of the New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI). 

1.4 I have 30 years’ experience working as a Local Authority and Consultant Planner.  My 

predominant experience has been in the area of plan policy development and land use 

planning.  I have prepared numerous Private and Council Plan Changes. I have 

provided planning evidence and advice in relation to a number of second-generation 

District Plans, including those for the Taupo, Tauranga, Rotorua, Thames-

Coromandel, Western Bay of Plenty and Waikato Districts as well as the Auckland 

Unitary Plan. I was heavily involved in Council hearings and subsequent appeal 

processes for a number of these Plans. More recently I have been involved in a number 

of Intensification Planning Instrument Plan Changes (IPIs) introducing changes under 

the Resource Management (Enabling Housing Supply and Other Matters) Amendment 

Act 2021 (the RMA Amendment Act 2021), to set new Medium Density Residential 

Standards (MDRS) and make other amendments that are set to change the future of 

housing development. My work includes submissions, expert conferencing and 

hearings on changes to the Tauranga City, Waikato District, and the Western Bay of 

Plenty District Plans. In addition, I have also been involved in changes to the Bay of 

Plenty Regional Policy Statement (RPS) as Part of Change No 6 to the BOP RPS.  

1.5 I regularly present evidence as an expert planning witness at Council hearings the 

Environment Court, High Court and Boards of Enquiry. 

1.6 I confirm I have read the "Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses" contained in the 

Environment Court of New Zealand Practice Note 2023.  In particular, unless I state 

otherwise, this evidence is within my sphere of expertise, and I have not omitted to 

consider material facts known to me that might alter or detract from the opinions I 

express. 

1.7 My evidence relates to Te Awa Lakes (and others) submission points and responses 

to a number of matters raised in the further evidence on behalf of Hamilton City Council 

on PC12. 
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2. Scope of Evidence  

2.1 I have reviewed the updated plan provisions for PC12, and HCC’s planning evidence, 

with a particular focus on Te Awa Lakes. 

2.2 Based on my planning experience and knowledge, I consider the updated planning 

provisions generally appropriate.  There have been a number of changes which 

improve the clarity and workability of these planning provisions.  The provisions are 

largely consistent with other intensification plan changes. 

2.3 In particular, for Te Awa Lakes, these include:  

a. The removal of prohibited activity status in chapter 3.8 accords with sound 

planning practice. 

b. The changes of terminology to ‘resource consent’ (from ‘land development 

consent’) which are sensible and make the plan provisions more workable. 

c. I do not believe that further reverse sensitivity provisions are necessary or 

desirable for Te Awa Lakes. These matters were considered at length through 

Plan Change 2 (which Fonterra was fully involved with) and also more recently for 

Horotiu Farms Limited’s adjoining land (located in Waikato District) as part of 

Variation 3.    

2.4 It is useful to note that Te Awa Lakes is a mixed-use master planned development, 

incorporating a large component of medium density residential development.  The plan 

provisions for Te Awa Lakes were extensively worked through under the recent Plan 

Change 2 process, and in my view the recent provisions remain fit for purpose. 

2.5 I would be happy to answer any questions the Hearings Panel may have. 

 

 
 
Aaron Collier 
Planner  
24 July 2024 


