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1. Introduction 

 

1.1 My name is Craig Marshall, and I am an Electrical Engineer employed by WEL Networks Limited 

(“WEL”). I hold a Bachelor of Engineering degree from the University of Canterbury and a Master 

of Business Administration degree from the University of Waikato. 

 

1.2 I have worked as an engineer for 20 years across multiple industries involving energy 

management including the electricity distribution sector and as a consultant. 

 

1.3 My current role is Head of We.EV at WEL. I worked to setup the We.EV business unit at WEL 

and have managed it since its inception. I lead and work closely with the We.EV team to test 

and select EV charging hardware and develop charging solutions that allow EV owners to charge 

their vehicle at home, work or in public locations.  

 

1.4 My evidence relates only to the points in WEL’s submission and further submission (reference 

146) that relates to Electric Vehicle Charging (EV). 

 

1.5 I have read the Statements of Evidence notified on Council’s website and make specific 

reference in my evidence to the evidence of Paul Ryan. 

 

1.6 I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained in the Environment Court 

Practice Note and I agree to comply with it. The evidence within this statement is within my 

area of expertise, except where I state that I am relying on information provided by another 

party. I have not knowingly omitted facts or information that might alter or detract from the 

opinions I express. 

 

3. We.EV 

 

3.1 We.EV was established in 2022 by WEL to help businesses, residents, and organisations 

transition to electric transport. We.EV investigates and analyses customers’ current and future 

EV charging needs and then designs and installs EV charging infrastructure tailored to meeting 

those needs using the latest charging technology. 

 

3.2 As discussed in Mr Ryan’s statement of evidence, there have been a without prejudice meeting 

and email communications with Council staff to discuss how best to provide for EV charging in 

the District Plan. 

 

4. WEL’s overall position on Plan Change 12 to the Hamilton City District Plan  

 

4.1 WEL’s submission to Plan Change 12 highlighted that increased intensification requires 

additional energy capacity as well as an increased density of supporting infrastructure, such as 

electric vehicle charging points.  WEL submitted that the Plan Change should adequately 

provide for infrastructure to support intensification.   

 

4.2 Specifically, WEL submitted that including requirements for charging point within new 
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development will eliminate the need to retrofit such a device and further this directive aligns 

with the Government’s proposal to phase out petrol cars. 

 

4.2 WEL’s submission supported in part the amendments to Plan Change 12 insofar that it provided 

for EV chargers. However, amendments were sought to Rules 25.14.2.1h, 25.14.4.2b, the 

definition of Electric Vehicle Charging Point and Transport Infrastructure (Submission Points 

146.11, 146.20 and 146.23). The amendments requested the removal of the requirement to 

provide one vehicle charging point per parking space and ensure that EV facilities were 

adequately provided for in the definition of Electric Vehicle Charging Point and Transport 

Infrastructure.  

 

5. WEL’s Response to the Statement of Evidence 

 

5.1 WEL supports the following provision, as recommended in Mr Ryan’s Statement of Evidence, 

and as set out in the table below. 

 

Submission 

Point 
Provision 

146.1 25.14.2.1h (Parking and Loading) 

146.11 
Rule 25.14.4.2b (25.14 Transportation) and subsequent changes made in Mr Paul 

Ryan’s evidence. 

146.20 
Definition of electric charging point and subsequent changes made in Mr Paul 

Ryan’s evidence. 

146.23 
Definition of Transport Infrastructure and subsequent changes made in Mr Paul 

Ryan’s evidence. 

 

5.2 Specifically, WEL supports Mr Ryan’s recommendations which include provisions for: 

• charging facilities and their associated electricity infrastructure for electric powered 

vehicles and micro-mobility devices, where required, including for communal use. 

• a power cable to support future installation of a Mode 3 charger, a communications cable 

to prevent overloading of the site’s power supply, and, if a Mode 3 charger is not installed, 

a socket outlet in all new residential units. 

• The inclusion of appropriate technology in the definition of an EV charger. 

 

5.3 The recommendations included in Mr Ryans evidence will help give effect to the National 

electric vehicle charging strategy for New Zealand 2023-2035, aligns with the Government’s 

proposal to phase out petrol cars and will eliminate the need to retrofit an EV charger in the 

future, all of which are in line with WEL’s submission. 

 

6 Conclusion 

 

6.1 WEL supports the recommendations made in Mr Ryan’s Statement of Evidence as outlined in 

my evidence. 
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Dated 24 July 2024 

 

 

Craig Marshall 

 


