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Do you want to be heard in support of your submission?

Please select one item

(Required)

QYes
@ No

Other

My submission is that:

State in summary the nature of your submission. Clearly indicate whether you
support or oppose the specific provisions or wish to have amendments made,
giving reasons.

Intensification project - support and a few thoughts/questions.

Last weekend my partner and | were walking through Hamilton East and we
were approached by a member of the city council, they were out explaining
"intensification” as it was called. We were extremely pleased to hear that the
city and federal government are taking steps to address the housing crisis, both
in NZ and in Hamilton. We were very happy to hear that there will be more
building up rather than out to take more cars off the road and encourage a
larger community to use the spaces in the downtown core and surrounding
areas.

As a young professional who recently moved from overseas whose partner is
Kiwi (attending post-secondary here) | cannot express enough how much |
appreciate the city/gov is addressing this. There does not seem to be a lot of
purpose-built rental apartments and those that do exist seem to be older, more
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run down and not properly insulated. My partner and | have been looking for a
rental within walking distance to the downtown core since we arrived in Feb
without any luck. As a result, we have been doing long term (1 + months) house
sitting and we have been living in AirBnbs in between each house sit. One issue
we've had is that every place we have looked at downtown does not have a car
park included. While we want to walk or take public transit most of the time it's
still often essential to have a car, to make appointments that are out of town, or
participate in outdoor recreational activities.

We have finally shifted our search and now are looking at homes farther out,
not because we want a small yard or a stand-alone home, but because that is
the only option for the quality of home we want within our budget. If there
were more rental apartments in the city in good condition where we could park
a car, we would take that over a place where we must get in a vehicle every day.
We are also looking at purchasing in the next couple years but currently there
are VERY few apartments for sale.

Another thing | just wanted to mention is that it's one thing to encourage
people to live in the city centre but another to create a walkable/liveable city. If
you are trying to get people to live downtown to keep them out of their
vehicles, you need to provide more recreational activities near the City Centre
so that people don't always have to hop in their car to go to the beach. There
are a lot of green spaces and parks in Hamilton, which is wonderful. However, |
haven't noticed many community rec areas such as tennis courts (there seem to
be mostly paid places), disc golf courses (I am surprised Hamilton has none...
unless | have been looking in the wrong places), community run veggie gardens
or indoor/outdoor markets such as Riverside market in Christchurch (looks like
Hamilton East has a market in the works and that's great!).

| think if you want to attract young professionals to your city (and get them to
stay) the best way to do this is to create affordable, healthy apartments and
provide lots of activities to engage in. Life is short and people want to live
somewhere where they can feel connected to the community and have fun!

Lastly, since there is definitely a lack of affordable housing, | am curious if the
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Hamilton city council will be focusing some of their efforts on co-op style
rentals to help lower and middle income Hamiltonians? The apartments being
built in Hamilton East look gorgeous and don't get me wrong | would love to live
in one of them. However, | hope there is a focus on providing clean, warm,
comfortable housing for everyone? My guess is that those making median wage
in NZ (around 60,000) would not be able to afford one of those apartments.

Here are some examples of co-op housing in my hometown of Vancouver, BC as
well as Banff, AB (both very expensive places to live). You must apply and must
make under a certain household income to be considered, so it is generally
reserved for lower-mid income earners. These are very family friendly but are
also great places for singles, couples, and seniors. If you look at prices for a one
bedroom these go for over $1000 below market price (Most one bedroom
apartments go for around $2000/month in both Vancouver and Banff wheres
these are between $800-1000). It would be an amazing initiative for the city to
take on some housing co-op projects like what they have done in the town of
Banff during this period of intensification.

| have not lived in a co-op myself, but | know people who have and have heard
many good things. You can check out the guidelines on the below link to get an
idea of how these are run.

Banff:
https:/banff.ca/539/Tinu-Affordable-Rental-Housing

Vancouver:
https:/phhc.ca/
https://coalharbourhousingcoop.com/apply/

While living in Vancouver and Banff | would often go months without getting in
a car. That is because with affordable public transit and tons to do in the city
there was just never a need. Hamilton already has extremely affordable public
transit and has so much to offer. | can't wait to see what the city does moving
forward, and | am excited about what the future has in store to create a more
vibrant downtown. And I'm not going to lie, | am excited to have some new
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living opportunities as well!

If you have any questions about my comments, please don't hesitate to ask.
Best of luck with the project.

Thank you so much for taking the time to read through my thoughts,

Kind regards,

Allison
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