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Katy Ritchie

From: Ann Hardy <ann.hardy@waikato.ac.nz>
Sent: Friday, 30 September 2022 9:53 pm
To: Have Your Say
Subject: Attn: District Plan Change 12 - Hardy Submission Pt 1
Attachments: 20220721_170826.jpg; 4 cars on berm.jpg; cars on yellow lines.jpg

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

BHLF-FVH3-Z5JQ-1 
 
I live at 55A Knighton Road in a single storey dwelling in a currently pleasant and quiet laneway and walkway at the 
edge of the area zoned for intensification of the type - 3 x 3 storey-buildings per section without consent needed 
(Clyde Street/University zone). I have found your Plan Change 12 documents very difficult to navigate and 
understand. I am not sure if I have found the correct section to submit about so please be lenient if I have not and 
read this according to my intentions, not according to my compliance or otherwise with exact procedures. 
  
My primary concern is about the decreased need for parking under the plan change and the effect that will have on 
both streetscapes and the ability to move around the area by foot . Is 4.2.5.13 the correct section for expressing this 
concern? 
  
I walk to work through Helena Road and Bleakley Place where there is already one set of 3-storey buildings and 
multiple sets of 2 storey multi-unit dwellings. There are only a few on-street parks plus more off-the-road associated 
with the multi-unit dwellings. Nevertheless this provision is clearly insufficient because there are usually cars parked 
on the berms and on the yellow lines – in fact in every possible space. The berms are rutted by illegally-parked cars 
and typically I have to walk on the road because there can be cars on the footpath as well. In addition the area is so 
crowded that there are also usually delinquent rubbish- and recycling-bins impeding foot-traffic. I attach 
photographs that I have taken over recent months. It is an ugly, unpleasant and often smelly (the rubbish) 
environment that I do not wish to see replicated in our intensification-permitted area under the conditions of Plan 
Change 12. 
  
The tenants of the buildings are obviously deeply attached to their cars and cannot refrain from illegal parking even 
after (the landlords? H.C.C.? ) try and repair the berms.  There are buses from multiple routes passing by within 250 
metres, but even so the tenants seem to prefer not to use them. In my opinion this mess is a preview of how whole 
areas will look and feel if 3x3 intensification is permitted without adequate off-street parking. I would like the 
Council’s Planning staff and the Councillors to: 1) assess what they think  the appropriate amount of parking for this 
situation is and push-back on the Government’s requirements 
  
I do understand that the Government’s expectation in forcing these changes is that people will give up their cars and 
move to public transport but what will get them/us to actually do that? I think the Council should also: 2) do or 
commission research about occupiers’ opinions and perceptions on personal car-use and other transport 
alternatives – what needs to change in order to make our behaviour change? Then once that’s clearer and the levers 
for change are identified, 3) I think both incentives and penalties/enforcement are needed to place change at the 
front of people’s minds. Many of the tenants in the streets around the University are young and supposedly more 
aware of both climate change and the need for more housing: but it looks like there’s an big gap between awareness 
and behaviour. 
  
(More photos on a second email) 
  
Thanks for listening, Ann Hardy 
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