To Hamilton City Council Re: Submission on Plan Change 12
Date : 30 September 2022

Submitted by: John and Christine Versluys

We oppose the provisions of Plan Change 12 — Enabling Housing Supply

Specifically we oppose the provision of the area bounded by Beale Street, Grey Street and Dawson
Street being designated as High Density.

1) This area contains a number of historically important sites (designated as having heritage value).
The specific designation of properties, in isolation, as ‘heritage built’ ignores the fact that
heritage value is as much derived from the context and surroundings of the building as from the
building itself. Enabling the unrestrained construction of buildings of at least 6 storey in the area
will have a significant detrimental impact on the quality of life, heritage value and financial value
of those currently living in this area.

2) The designation as High Density in the area noted above is inconsistent with the designation of
other areas just as close to the central city. For example the areas around Myrtle St, O’Neill St,
Te Aroha St and River Rd are designated as General Density. Why should there be one rule for
that area and something different for the area in question.

The outcome we seek is that the area in question is not designated as High Density but as General
Density. Alternatively, if the High Density designation is retained, that only single storey buildings be
allowed adjacent to sites designated as ‘heritage built’

Generally we oppose the further intensification as being proposed. Such intensification will destroy the
character and amenity value of many parts of the city as well as reducing the quality of life. Though you
say the plans are being mandated by the government and are not optional, there are other Councils
around the country that have stated they will not cooperate and not implement these measures. The
Hamilton City Council should take a similar stance.



