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Good afternoon, 
 
I am writing this submission against the proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply. 

Whilst I understand the need and advantages of urban intensification, I believe the proposed changes give little 
consideration to the character and established communities in existing neighbourhoods – particularly in the older 
Hamilton suburbs. The homes allowed under the proposed Plan Change also pay little regard to current lifestyle 
trends – working from home, multigenerational living and the need for children to safely play outdoors, families to 
grow their own food etc. 

I do not agree that high-rise buildings should extend to the suburbs. Under the proposed plan change our side of the 
street is zoned as high-density, but the houses on the opposite side of the street, just metres away, are zoned as 
medium density – it makes no sense that our street, and furthermore our suburb can be divided in this way. 

The properties that can be built on our street under this proposed plan change do not take into consideration the 
effects this will have on neighbouring properties – six story buildings will block out the light to neighbouring 
properties and the significantly higher number of residents may add to noise, rubbish, traffic issues. 

It is also unrealistic to expect that people will not require parking and our streets are not wide enough to facilitate 
on-street parking. We live in a one-car household; we carpool and use public transport. The bus service to our house 
is infrequent and unreliable. Anecdotally, my husband cannot use it to get to work as it is often full of passengers. 
We went to dinner in Hamilton Central earlier this month and the last bus home was at 7.30pm. Our neighbour had 
to use the bus to reach a medical appointment – what would normally take her 15 minutes by car took two hours by 
bus – our public transport does not provide a feasible option for people to commute or use in place of a car. 

Hamilton is unfortunately not a city that can boast many beautiful buildings or buildings of unique character – this 
proposed change will eliminate many of the buildings that do add an element of charm to the city and create a 
homogenous landscape of characterless, modern buildings.  

Although this proposed plan change may result in more homes, I don’t believe it will positively contribute to our 
city’s liveability. 


