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Thank you for this opportunity to lodge a submission regarding Plan Change 12: Enabling Housing 

Supply.   

Proposed provisions of Plan Change 12 that our submission relates to are: 

 

• Rule 4.1.2.6c (xi) Limit the number of vehicle crossing to prioritise pedestrian and cyclist 
safety and amenity on public roads. 
 

• Rule 4.1.2.6f Vegetation and trees should be retained wherever possible. 
 

We oppose these specific provisions of Plan Change 12 and seek amendments as follows: 

• Rule 4.1.2.6c (xi) will be enabled by reduced off-street parking in new developments.  

However, in many narrow streets this new rule would be counterproductive/result in 

unintended adverse outcomes (i.e, reduced road safety).  McCracken Avenue (Riverlea), 

where we reside, is one example of a narrow residential street that has additional issues 

that make urban intensification envisaged under Plan Change 12 problematic.  

 

McCracken Avenue has an existing no parking zone on its south side.  The avenue is already 

a busy thoroughfare, that is used by the wider community, as well as its residents to access 

Hilcrest Normal School (HNS), Cambridge Road Kindergarten (CRK) and Hillcrest New World.  

Restricted parking of 30 to 60 minutes was implemented by the Council several years ago to 

improve road safety and to limit long term street parking.  This, however, this measure has 

largely been unsuccessful as it is seldom monitored or enforced.  In fact, Hillcrest New World 

staff invariably park on the avenue all day as they are unable to use the NW carpark. 

 

Another issue is that the urban intensification that has already occurred (e.g., cross-lease, 

subdivision) has resulted in insufficient off-street parking for residents and their family and 

friends.  Parking on the berm on the no-park side of the road and partial blocking of 
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pedestrian-way is a frequent occurrence (Photos 1 & 2).  Accidents involving cyclists have 

already occurred due to the current parking situation.  

  

Under Rule 4.1.2.6c (xi) these existing problems will thus be exacerbated by additional 

urban intensification (multi-story & multi-dwelling units on existing single-dwelling sites).  

These effects will be to the detriment of McCracken Avenue’s existing residents, and the 

safety of pre-school and primary-school children & their whānau/family who attend HNS & 

CRK.  The street would become further congested with cars, including berm parking, with 

resulting reduced visibility for pedestrians & cyclists. Entry to & from residential properties 

and the school are also likely to be obstructed.  

 

We seek the following amendments: 

That the special features and issues related to specific locations are taken into consideration 

rather than having a ‘one size fits all’ approach (e.g, narrow residential streets). 

We seek the following decision: With regards to narrow streets with high usage and limited 

existing car parking (e.g., McCracken Avenue), new residential developments must have off-

street parking.  This action will mitigate the risk of injury/death which would accompany 

congested parking practices in a narrow street. 

 
Figure 1:  Cars parking on the berm in no parking area, McCracken Avenue, September 2022. 

 

• Rule 4.1.2.6f We support the intent of this proposed rule.  Large native trees in particular 

that are many decades old substantially enhance the local environment, community 

wellbeing and provide important roosts and nesting sites for native birds, including the Tui 

and Ruru/Morepork that has made a resurgence in Riverlea over the last 5-10 years.  These 



trees are irreplaceable over the lifespan of existing residents.  McCracken Avenue has three 

noteworthy large/mature native trees on the front lawn of several properties (photo 3):   

 

- Rimu at number 2 McCracken Avene (approx. height 20 m), located on the property’s 

front boundary. 

 

- Golden totara located on the front lawn at number 15 McCracken Avenue (approx. 

height 15 m). 

 

- Kauri ricker located on the boundary between numbers 17 & 19 McCracken Avenue 

(approx. height 12 m) within 8 metres of the public footpath. 

 

Preserving mature native trees that have taken many decades to grow and provide multiple 

good for the community and wildlife should be of paramount importance to Council. 

 

Figure 2:  Large and/or mature native trees along McCracken Avenue, September 2022.  

Policy 4.1.2.6f We seek the retention of mature/large native trees in established suburbs given their 

value to community wellbeing and wildlife, particularly native birds.  

 

The present wording of Policy 4.1.2.6f "Vegetation and trees should be retained wherever possible" 

is ambiguous and is not adequate to prevent the removal of mature and/or large native trees.  Over 

time, substantial degradation and loss of urban biodiversity is likely to occur due to urban 

intensification, particularly in older, established suburbs.  The 

  Over the next several years, the STEM method should be used to systematically identify notable 

trees.  Priority should be given to established, older suburbs with large lot sizes/property areas 



where urban intensification is likely to be concentrated.  Native trees, in particular, identified using 

the STEM method should be incorporated into the District Plan.  

https://hamilton.govt.nz/property-rates-and-building/district-plan/plan-changes/plan-change-

9/notable-trees/  

Alternatively, the removal of mature/large native trees should be discretionary activity requiring 

notification. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Andrew Swales & Mrs Louse Swales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


