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7 December 2022 
 
 
Hamilton City Council 
Freepost 172189 
Private Bag 3010 
Hamilton 3240 
Attn: Plan Change 12 Further Submission 
 
Email: haveyoursay@hcc.govt.nz 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Waikato Regional Council Further Submission to Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply 
to the Hamilton City District Plan 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a further submission on Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling 
Housing Supply to the Hamilton City District Plan. Please find attached the Waikato Regional Council’s 
further submission regarding this document. This submission was formally endorsed by the Director 
Science, Policy and Information under delegated authority on 7 December 2022. Waikato Regional Council 
looks forward to being involved in further discussion on this subject. 
 
Should you have any queries regarding the content of this document please contact Katrina Andrews, 
Policy Advisor, Strategic and Spatial Planning directly on (07) 8590 929 or by email 
Katrina.Andrews@waikatoregion.govt.nz.  
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tracey May 
Director Science, Policy and Information  
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Further Submission from Waikato Regional Council on Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing 
Supply to the Hamilton City District Plan 
 

7 December 2022 
 

Introduction 

1. Waikato Regional Council (WRC) appreciates the opportunity to make a further submission to 
Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply. WRC’s primary interest is in relation to the 
Waikato Regional Policy Statement (WRPS). District Plans, including Plan Changes such as this one, 
are required to give effect to the RPS (RMA s75(3)(c)).  

 
2. WRC lodged a submission on PC12 (submission 326) on 27 September 2022. The purpose of this 

further submission is to respond to matters raised by other submitters to: 
a. Uphold important matters relating to stormwater management. 
b. Support provisions which promote a compact city in accordance with the WRPS and WRPS 

Proposed Change 1 – National Policy Statement on Urban Development 2020 and Future Proof 
Strategy update.  

c. Support additional amendments relating to urban trees and micro-mobility which align with 
points raised in our initial submission.  
 

3. Key matters raised in this further submission are: 
a. We oppose any reduction of minimum permeable surface standards.   
b. We consider that single residential units should not be a Permitted Activity within the High 

Density Residential Zone.  
c. We support amendments to provisions that provide for the protection of existing street trees 

and prioritise micro-mobility.  
 

4. We respond to specific submission points and submitters in the table below. 
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Table of further submission points on Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply  

Submission 
point  

Provision Submitter Support/ 
Oppose 

Reasons  Decision requested  

Permeable surfaces  

241.18 & 
241.19 

270.1, 
270.2, 270.3 

281.22 

330.46, 
330.70 
&330.93 

333.1 

343.22 & 
343.23 

 

4.2.5.3, 4.3.4.3 
and 4.4.5.3  

Permeable 
Surface and 
Landscaping  

 

Rotokauri North 
Holdings Limited - Gary 
Noland  

Hamilton City Council - 
Mark Davey 

Bloxam Burnett and 
Olliver - John Olliver 
Peter John Findlay & 
Donna Margaret Findlay 

Chapman Tripp - Luke 
Hinchey Retirement 
Villages Association of 
New Zealand 
Incorporated (John 
Collins) 

PRS Planning Services Ltd 
- Peter Skilton 

Jones Lands Limited and 
Hamilton Campground 
Limited - Tristan Jones 

 

Oppose in 
part  

 

WRC is not supportive of reducing permitted permeable 
surface areas.  
 
We do not support a reduction of the minimum 
permeable surface from 30% for the General Residential 
or Medium Density Residential Zones, or a reduction of 
the minimum permeable surface from 20% for the High 
Density Residential Zone. This would increase flow 
volumes into receiving environments that are already 
significantly degraded though scour and erosion. 
Without sufficient management, the increased flows 
may have implications under the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management 2020.  
 
Whilst we understand the pressure to intensify, 
increasing impermeable surfaces is inconsistent with 
best practice stormwater management and policies to 
protect freshwater ecosystems.  
 
We would support replacement of the minimum 
permeable surface standards with equivalent maximum 
impermeable surface standards to better accord with 
the intent of the standards to manage stormwater 
runoff. 
 
We do not support permeable/impermeable surfaces 
being calculated based on net site area as this potentially 
decreases the areas required of permeable surfaces. 
Calculation of permeable/impermeable surfaces should 
be based on the entire site area. 

Retain the minimum 
permeable surface 
standard of 30% per site 
for the General Residential 
and Medium Density 
Residential Zones as 
notified.  

Retain the minimum 
permeable surface 
standard of 20% per site 
for the High Density 
Residential Zone as 
notified.  

Alternatively, replace with 
equivalent standards for 
maximum impermeable 
surface per site.   

Retain “entire site” area 
for calculating permeable/ 
impermeable surfaces. 
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High Density Residential Zone  

160.166 

281.17 
&281.18  

4.4.3.1 Activity 
Status Table 

Kainga Ora - Homes and 
Communities  

Bloxam Burnett and 
Olliver - John Olliver 
Peter John Findlay & 
Donna Margaret Findlay 

Oppose in 
part 

The WRPS promotes compact urban environments that 
support existing commercial centres and multi-modal 
transport connections (UFD-P12, APP11(i)).  
 
We consider that single residential units should not be a 
Permitted Activity within the High Density Residential 
Zone as this would undermine the policy intent for this 
zone to have a high concentration of residential buildings 
and contribute to high density urban character.  
 
Whilst we acknowledge that duplexes contribute to 
higher density residential development, we do not 
consider that duplexes should be a Permitted Activity if 
three or more residential units on a site is a Restricted 
Discretionary Activity, as this may serve to incentivise 
the construction of duplexes over higher density 
development in this zone.  

Retain the activity status 
for Rules 4.4.3.1e and 
4.4.3.1f as notified.  

Alternatively, if the activity 
statuses for residential 
units within the High 
Density Residential Zone 
are reconsidered, ensure 
that one residential unit 
per site is not a Permitted 
Activity.  

  

Transport  

270.29 2.2.3b(ii) Hamilton City Council - 
Mark Davey 

 

Support  We support the addition of “micro-mobility” to this 
policy to be consistent with Chapter 25.14.  

Amend Policy 2.2.3b(ii) as 
follows: “Prioritising 
walking, cycling, micro-
mobility, and the use of 
public transport.” 

270.37 25.14.2 
Objectives and 
Policies: 
Transportation 

Hamilton City Council - 
Mark Davey 

 

Support  We support the addition of provisions that provide for 
the protection of existing street trees. Trees mitigate the 
urban heat island effect resulting from climate change 
and provide a range of other benefits for amenity, urban 
biodiversity and air quality. The removal of street trees 
should therefore be avoided where possible to maintain 
existing canopy cover. 

Amend 25.14.2.1 policies 
to protect existing street 
trees as suggested by the 
submitter.  
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Further information and hearings  

 
WRC still wishes to be heard at the hearings for Proposed Plan Change 12 – Enabling Housing Supply in 
support of this submission and is prepared to consider a joint submission with others making a similar 
submission. 
 
WRC could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.  
 

Submitter details 

Waikato Regional Council 
Contact person: Katrina Andrews (Strategic and Spatial Planning) 
Email: Katrina.Andrews@waikatoregion.govt.nz  
Phone: (07) 8590 929 
 
Post: Private Bag 3038 
Waikato Mail Centre 
Hamilton 3240 
 
I could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission 
I am not directly affected by an effect of the subject matter of the submission that: 
(a) does not adversely affect the environment; and 
(b) does not relate to trade competition or the effects of trade competition. 

 
 


