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IN THE MATTER OF the Resource Management Act 1991 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF Hamilton City Council’s PC9 - Historic 
Heritage and Natural Environments 

   

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991  

DIRECTION #31 

HEARING PANEL  
 

PURPOSE 

1. The purpose of Direction #31 is to respond to a 17 May 2024 request for direction from 
submitter #199 Niall Baker. 

INTRODUCTION 
2. By memorandum dated 17 May 2024, Mr Baker seeks directions confirming the opportunity 

to comment on the proposed Fairview Downs HHA in the upcoming hearings in accordance 
with the timetable set in Direction #29.  

3. Mr Baker noted that Fairview Downs was not included in the notified PC9 and therefore no 
response was required to Direction #21.  

DIRECTION 

4. Mr Baker also noted that the Panel has already heard evidence on this matter.  

5. However, as the classification methodology and provisions have undergone some change 
since that time, we find it reasonable that Mr Baker - and other parties as necessary – should 
have an opportunity to reassess the question in that light. 

6. The Panel therefore agrees that it is appropriate to provide an opportunity for parties’ experts 
to indicate whether the new criteria/provisions change the categorisation (i.e. above 
moderate) in their view; and 

(a) if it does not, the Panel will proceed to make a decision on the papers; but 
(b) If at least one expert considers it would meet the higher classification threshold, then 

the Panel will hear the matter. 

7. The Panel therefore issues the direction sought and confirms that Mr Baker (and any other 
party in a similar position) should address the matter noted in paragraph 6 above in evidence 
filed in accordance with the timetable set down in Direction #26 as modified by Direction #29. 

8. Any queries or correspondence related to this Direction should be sent through to the Hearing 
Coordinator, at planchange@hcc.govt.nz. 

 
David Hill (Chairperson)  
Hearing Panel 

21 May 2024 
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