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Significant Natural Areas

The specific provisions of the Proposed Plan Change that my submission relates to are as follows:

Please reference the specific section or part of the planning provision(s), for example Rule 20.3.1, Policy 19.3a.

The plan states that
20.2.1e - The reduction, fragmentation and isolation of indigenous ecosystems and habitats shall be avoided.
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20.2.1m - Non-native pest species within Significant Natural Areas shall be controlled.
20.2.10 -Significant Natural Areas shall be restored and enhanced to meet at least the 10% threshold for habitat
sustainability.

My submission is that:

State in summary the nature of your submission. Clearly indicate whether you support or oppose the specific
provisions or wish to have amendments made, giving reasons.

The current proposal for the SNA is insufficient to ensure that the above requirements are met. The Maeroa
gully area is infested with blue morning glory bind weed which kills trees unless they are actively and routinely
protected. My plot has a number of established native trees. It is in better condition than most plots due to
significant efforts of myself and the previous owner. If | stopped looking after the trees, they would be dead in 2
years.

The current plan does nothing to incentivise people who look after trees. In fact the opposite is true. Case in
point:

Adjacent property, 22 Avon Street - No native trees, therefore no restrictions imposed.

My property, 18 Taniwha Street - Established native trees, therefore 80% land area has restrictions imposed.
Restrictions disincentive owner participation by devaluing property.

| submit that the plan will not achieve its stated goals and will not lead to an enhanced Maeroa gully area. The
current proposal restricts deliberate flora disturbance and it restricts building development - but these are not
the things preventing native flora from establishing. | submit that by imposing restrictions and devaluing
property it will in fact annoy citizens and disincentivise them from supporting its goals.

I seek the following decision from the Hamilton City Council:

Please give precise details.

HCC should provide evidence that the proposed restrictions will lead to an improved Maeroa gully area,
particularly in light of the invasive weeds.

Without evidence it should be scrapped or amended in the Maeroa Gully Area.

Example Amendment proposal - The plan could provide incentives and support to owners who actively protect
native trees within the SNA. For example - x$ council tax rebate for each native tree over x age which is proven
alive and protected. Annual photo updates submitted to council. A scheme like this would support citizen
engagement and mobilisation.
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Do you want to be heard in support of your submission?
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If others make a similar submission would, you be prepared to consider presenting a joint case with them
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