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Significant Natural Areas

The specific provisions of the Proposed Plan Change that my submission relates to are as follows:

My submission is that:

I seek the following decision from the Hamilton City Council:

Please reference the specific section or part of the planning provision(s), for example Rule 20.3.1, Policy 19.3a.

Rule 20.3(e) and Rule 20.5.6
Rule 20.3(g) and 20.3(o)

State in summary the nature of your submission. Clearly indicate whether you support or oppose the specific
provisions or wish to have amendments made, giving reasons.

Rule 20.5.6: The standard for "removal of....exotic vegetation or trees associated with restoration in a cSNA",
with a limit of 50m2 and a requirement to revegetate within 12months are laughable: they are impractical and

not good practice. Rule 20.3 (e) making exceeding this standard RD is completely unnecessary and counter
productive.

At the Fairfield Project we currently have a programme of planting up to 6000m2/year with preparation for up
to 2 years in advance to ensure significant weeds are properly controlled before planting i.e. in any one year we
are clearing up to 1.2ha. Good advance site preparation is regarded as ecologically sound practice. No
significant restoration is possible at the rate of 50m2/yr. Has Council even done the maths on progressing the
Nature in the City goal of 10% native cover at a rate of 50m2/site/yr? Will we achieve that before the next

millennium do you think?

Rule20.3(g) and 20.3(o): together effectively prevent ( except through consent application):
i. providing access tracks that enable site restoration and maintenance
ii. removal of large exotic trees where there have been no significant bat records and there are no roost trees.
This should not be RD with an onerous requirement for a report, but permitted since the bat record data is
already available within the 4Site report on SNAs.

Please give precise details.

Rule 20.3(e) and Rule 20.5.6
Council needs to reopen discussion with experienced and qualified ecological restoration practitioners as to
what are appropriate scales for restoration, control levels for exotic vegetation removal, and revegetation time

frames.
Council needs to align the rules with the "10%" goal of the NIC programme and ensure they enable the
programme rather than stymie it as the current form of the rules will do. 'Do the Math' please.

Rule 20.3(g) and 20.3(o)
i. The rules need to enable/allow landowners to access their land with appropriate tracks without having to get
a consent.
ii. The rules need to allow removal of large exotic trees where records already show that there are no bat roosts

and little or sporadic (if any) bat activity. Especially if this is for restoration purposes where large growing native
species are being planted in their place.
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