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Significant Natural Areas

The specific provisions of the Proposed Plan Change that my submission
relates to are as follows:

Please reference the specific section or part of the planning provision(s), for
example Rule 20.3.1, Policy 19.3a.

Plan Change 9 Significant Natural Areas

My submission is that:

State in summary the nature of your submission. Clearly indicate whether you
support or oppose the specific provisions or wish to have amendments made,
giving reasons.

I am against SNAs for my property as it currently stands.

Hamilton City Council have proposed to place significant area of my property
in to an SNA. I would like to raise a few points about how Council are not
using correct procedures as set out by central government in the draft Nation
Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity. By referring to Appendix 1 of



this document it outlines 4 criteria for significant natural areas. As
representativeness, diversity and pattern, rarity and distinctiveness, and
ecological context. I feel that the information that has been put forward so
far does not answer any of those points. It is easy to sit in an office and draw
lines on a map because you see trees of plants in a gully. However, without
proper investigation it is unknown if the gully that is on my property is
representative of any native vegetation that once existed in the area.

I would like to point out the transparency of the process of creating these
SNAs are more opaque that clear. Information is hard to come by for anyone
that owns a property in Hamilton but lives somewhere else in New Zealand.
Maps with pretty colours don’t give much information. It is clear that SNAs
are being rushed through to stop any development happening in the gully
network in Hamilton. If this is the case then state that these are the reasons.
I feel that the SNA on my property will be pushed through even if points
maybe raised to show why it shouldn’t. I have attached a plan to my email to
suggest a change in the area of SNA on my property. In the current position
the boundary is right below retaining walls that are built to hold up decking. I
propose shifting the boundary to allow better working space for future
replacement on these walls. One of the unintended consequence of the SNA
would be fauna that will live in the gully. Even though many things will still be
permitted under the SNA but if native fauna live under non-vegetation then
problems will occur. Problems such as getting an ecologists to determine
habit of native fauna.

I seek the following decision from the Hamilton City Council:

Please give precise details.

I would like the boundary to be shifted to not included the base of the
retaining walls on my property on to give more room for any future work to
replace these walls.
If council wish to have the land in the gully below my house then they are
more than welcome to purchase my property.
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Do you want to be heard in support of your submission?

Please select one item

(Required)

Yes

No

If others make a similar submission would, you be prepared to consider
presenting a joint case with them at any hearing?

Please select one item

Yes

No

Could you gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission?

Please select one item

Yes

No
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Yes

No
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Attachments

 2B Roach Street Maeroa_Showing SNA PROPSOED CHANGE.pdf
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