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Hamilton City Council has prepared Proposed Plan Change' 9 - Historic Heritage and Natural Environments to the Hamilton City 
Operative District Plan 2017 under sc· , 

The purpose of this plan change is for 
by the RMA. The recommendations ar 
• Archaeological and cultural sites
• Built heritage
• Historic Heritage Areas (HHA) 
• Notable trees
• Significant Natural Areas (SNA).

WHERE PLAN CHANGE 9 CAN BE VI 

Proposed Plan Change 9 is available t 
harililton.govt.nz/PlanChange9. 

MAKING A SUBMISSION 
Anyone can make a submission on Pie 
all Hamilton City Libraries. You don't h 

Submissions can be: 
• made on line at hamilton.govt.nz/

------

• delivered to Council offices in Garden Place 

\ 

• posted to Freepost 172189, Hamilton City Council, Private Bag 3010, Hamilton 3240, Attn: Plan Change 9 Submission
• emailed to haveyoursay@hcc.govt.nz.

The submission period starts on 22 July 2022 and closes on 19 August 2022. 

You must state in your submission form whether you wish to be heard in support of your submission. The relief you seek 
through your submission must be clearly set out. 

Staff are available to discuss any concerns or questions with you. Please make contact on 07 838 6699 then ask to speak with 
the City Planning Unit or email planchange@hcc.govt.nz. 

PROC.ESS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
• After submissions have closed, Council will prepare a summary of decisions requested by submitters and give public notice 

of the availability of this summary and where both the summary and submissions can be viewed.
• The following persons may make a further submission in support of, or in opposition to, the submissions already made: 

o Any pers�>n representing a relevant aspect of the public interest. 

o Any person who has an interest in the proposal greater than the general public has. 

o Council itself. 
• If a person making a submission asks to be heard in support of their submission, a hearing must be held.
• Council must give its decision on the provisions and matters raised in the submissions (including its reasons for accepting or

rejecting submissions) and givr public notice of its decision.
• Any person who has made a-submission has the right to appeal against the decision on Plan Change 9 to the Environment 

Court. Any appeal must be confined to matters referred to in the submission or further submission. 

Notification date: 22 July 2022 

SUBMISSIONS CLOSE ON FRIDAY 19 AUGUST 2022 

Chief Executive 
Hamilton City Council 
Private Bag 3010, Hamilton 3240 



PLAN CHANGE 9 - SUBMISSION ON A PUBLICLY NOTIFIED 

PLAN CHANGE UNDER CLAUSE 6 OF THE FIRST SCHEDULE 

TO THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 

SUBMISSION PERIOD: 22 JULY 2022 - 19 AUGUST 2022 

SUBMISSION FORMS CAN BE: 

• completed on line at hamilton.govt.nz/haveyoursay
• posted to: Freepost 172189, Hamilton City Council, Private Bag 3010, Hamilton, 3240, Attn: Plan Change 9 submission 
• delivered to Council offices in Garden Place
• emailed to haveyoursay@hcc.govt.nz. 

Please be aware when providing personal information that submissions may be reproduced and included in Council 

public documents. These documents are available on Council's website. 

Please print and do not use pencil. You can attach more pages if necessary. If you do not wish to use this form, please 

ensure that the same information required by this form is covered in your submission. 

TO: Hamilton City Council

SUBMISSION ON: Proposed Plan Change 9 - Historic Heritage and Natural Environments 

FULL NAME: (required) Co.±hev··,ne Mo.r-8 Bgbe Smort 
COMPANY NAME: (if applicable) ------------------- --------­

POSTAL ADDRESS: (required)

EMAIL ADDRESS: (required)

PHONE NUMBER: (required) 

CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS FOR SERVICE OF PERSON MAKING THE SUBMISSION: 

This is the person and address to which all communications from the Council about the submission will be sent. You do not
need to fill this in if the details are the same as the above.

Phone: ________________ Email: ___________________ _

DO YOU WANT TO BE HEARD IN SUPPORT OF YOUR SUBMISSION? (required)

D Yes � No

Hearings will take place later, and we will contact you to arrange a time only if you wish to be heard. Please give us your
contact details in the top section.

1 Submission on a Publicly Notified Plan Change Under Clause 6 of the First Schedule to the Resource Management Act 1991 HAMILTON CITY COUNCIL 







   
 

  
 

Compiled Research on the History of 

Allotment 407 Hamilton East & Surrounding Area 

 
1864 - Plan No. 201 Hamilton East Map. Surveyor; William Australia Graham 

(Map edited in white to clarify location of Lot 407 & 405 Hamilton East in later years)  

Present day Memorial Drive & Grey Street 

           

Location 

Lot 407 is on the hill front between Gibbon’s Creek and the Waikato River, located near Te Wehenga-urupa (Lot 406(?)/413) 

Grey Street Reserve and adjoins lot 405, which is a known area of Māori Cultivation grounds.  

 

Māori/Military Settlement History 

The green highlighted area on this map was an extensive Māori settlement. Ngati Wairere Historian Wiremu Puke states the 

land was occupied by Ngati Parekirangi, a sub-tribe of Ngati Wairere. Puke described the pa site in Alexy Simmons’ report 

on the Excavation of Moule’s Hamilton East Redoubt and other Deposits, S14/172, he noted that: “Tara-ahi pa was located 

near the east end of Victoria bridge where Moles Redoubt was constructed...surrounded by cultivation grounds” (Puke, 

2007) (Simmons, 2009, p.6). Wiremu Puke states, “Tara-ahi pa was invaded by Ngapuhi, probably in the late 1700’s... Tara-

ahi pa caught fire during the raid and many of the occupants were killed” (Puke 2007). Puke noted “There are currently no 

accounts surviving of what Tara-ahi pa looked like or the extent of its size” (Puke 2007:4). (Simmons, 2009, p.6).  

“On 24 August 1864... the 4th Waikato Militia Regiment landed at the east bank of the Waikato River, at what would become 

Memorial Park” (Simmons, 2009, p.7). Simmons notes “According to Māori tradition the site of the abandoned pa (Tara-ahi) 

was modified in 1864 to create a British military redoubt, known as Hamilton East Redoubt or Moule’s Redoubt.” (Simmons, 

2009, p.6). 
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THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE 

  

Wellington, Wednesday, August 12, 1868. - G. F. Bowen, Governor 

(p.403) “By an act of General Assembly of New Zealand intituled “The New Zealand Settlements Acts Amendment Act, 

1866,” power is given to the Governor to reserve portions of any of the land taken under “The New Zealand Settlements 

Act, 1863,” for the several purposes for which reserves may be made under the twelfth section of “The Waste Lands Act, 

1858,” and may make grants thereof under “The Public Reserves Act, 1854,” or otherwise, as the case may require... “ 

“The Waste Lands Act, 1858” Section 12 - Governor empowered to make Reserves 

                             

“...And whereas the several pieces of land described or mentioned in the second. Third, and forth columns or the schedule 

hereto have been respectively taken under “the New Zealand Settlements Act, 1863,” and it is expedient that they should 

be reserved for the purposes respectively set opposite thereto in the first column of the said schedule:” 

Now therefore, I, Sir George Ferguson Bowen, The Governor of New Zealand, in pursuance and exercise of the powers so 

vested in me, do hereby except from sale and reserve to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, for the several purposes 

mentioned in the first column of the schedule hereto, the several allotments or parcels of land situated in the Waikato 

District, in the Province of Auckland, and respectively mentioned or referred to in the said Schedule, and which several 

allotments are respectively numbered in the said Schedule and the boundaries thereof set out in the official maps or plans 

in the Survey Office for the Province of Auckland, showing the sections or allotments of the several townships or parishes in 

the Waikato District aforesaid.”  

(p. 405) Schedule of Reserves, lists Municipal Reserves for the endowment of Borough or Municipal Corporations , to be 

hereafter constituted, for the management of the local affairs.  

(Lot 408, 407, 409 and 412 Hamilton East were set apart in a proclamation of the future endowments of Hamilton, when 

they had become Municipalities. Lot 407 is listed in the following schedule). 

 

Column 1: Purpose of Reserve - for the town of Hamilton. 

Column 2: Number on official plan – Lot 407, East.  

Column 3: Name of Township or Parish in which Allotment is situated – Ditto.  

Column 4: 19 Acres. 2 Roods. 0 Perches. 
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                                                Lot 407 Extended to Lot 405 Hamilton East 

 

                                           
  
This map has been amended over time, 407 is visibly written on what is now known as Lot 405 (Old Native Cultivation). 

According to the 1868 Gazette, Lot 407 Hamilton East was previously 19 acres 2 roods. The boundary of this 19-acre 

allotment is unclear although this may have included Lot 417. Lot 405 and 407 have been surveyed together in the Hamilton 

East Survey book and on the 1880 CT 20/297. 

 

                           1865 - Road Alterations Map Hamilton East Deposited Plan 1326c 

 

                                   
  

 

                                                              1892 - Deposited Plan 1233 
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Lot 406/Lot 413 Hamilton East Archaeological Values 

1913 Hamilton Borough Map – Hamilton City Library 

  
Lot 406/Lot 413 – Hamilton East School site established 1872. Location of Te Wehenga-urupa 

 

Operative District Plan - Hamilton City Council 

                                                   
. 

                                             (7th AUGUST 1880 - WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME XV, ISSUE 1265, PAGE 2)  

 "In making the approach cutting to the bridge near the Hamilton East School came upon what must have been a Māori 

graveyard. About a couple of dozen skulls and a large quantity of bones, the latter principally of children, were exhumed... 

They had probably been in the earth upwards of 50 years" 

 

                      1873 - Inwards Letters: Colonial Secretary Wellington – Education Board 

 

             Archives New Zealand, Auckland Regional office 1873 – 1873 (R26114217) ACFM 8180 A1627 5/bn 1039/73 

 

Inwards letters. 4 April 1873 - Secretary Auckland Board of Education, Frederick J Moss - That General Government be 

requested to reserve lot 407 East Hamilton for educational purposes [part of larger item - see 1348/73] (R26114217)  

 

                                                                                                   Transcription 

 Inwards letters. April 4th 1873. “I am directed by the Board to apply in your Honor on behalf of the East Hamilton School 

Committee to request the Colonial Government to make a School Reserve of the allotment N:407 adjoining the large 

Redoubt. The allotment is said to contain between six and seven acres.”  

 

“The application for this reserve is made by the committee instead of one for the redoubt sent by them to the board some 

months ago and forwarded to the board to... Dr Pollen Allen in agent for the general government without result up to the 

present time.” 
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               Archives New Zealand, Auckland Regional Office 1873 - 1873 (R22424327) ACFM 8180 AP2/5/bn 1348/73 

 

Inwards letters. 6 May 1873 – Colonial Secretary Wellington, William Reynolds – Cannot comply with request of Education 

board for reservation of Lot 407 East Hamilton for educational purposes. 

 

                                                                                                   Transcription 

Inwards Letters. 6 May 1873. “To inform you that the land having been set apart for municipal purposes the Government 

do not feel at liberty to comply with the request of the Education Board.   

I have the honor to be sir, your most obedient servant. Signed”.  

 

Inwards Letters: 

                               April 4 1873 (R26114217)                                                                6 May 1873 (R22424327)  
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Fortification of Lot 407 Hamilton East 

2020 – Aerial photos 

                                          
                     Notice the elevation, shape and size of this site particularly 60 Memorial Drive on the north west end. 

       
It appears 60 Memorial Drive is on a large river terrace, retaining walls have been added to support these earthworks.  

The appearance of small terrace like formations are visible on 56 Memorial Drive, 54 Memorial Drive and 1 Dawson Street. 

 

                                         Current Subdivisions of Lot 407 Hamilton East 2020 
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2020 Aerial Map 

                                    
 

This arrow represents the hill front on Memorial Drive. This hill stretches from 1 Von Tempsky Street (Lot 411) and ends 

near Gibbon’s creek on 60 Memorial Drive (Lot 407). 

 

                              Lot 411 is on record in the 1868 Gazette (p.404) as the site for the Hamilton East Redoubt. 

  

It is apparent the corner piece of 60 Memorial Drive is fortified and the Board of Education had stated Lot 407 adjoined the 

large Redoubt. (Inwards letters, 1873). Therefore, the redoubt may have extended to Lot 407, in addition these earthworks 

may have been part of the pervious defense system by Ngati Parekirangi. Interpretation by experts is needed to clarify this. 

 

Use of the land outside of the Military Reserve/Redoubt 

The land surrounding the Redoubt has been referred to as the Redoubt Reserve. Military use of this land type probably 

included tent camp, parade grounds and stock yards (Simmons, 2009, p.11). 

 

Allotment Book - Hamilton East 

BAPP 1342 AIF21 - Archives New Zealand, Auckland Regional Office 

(p.104) Station: 407. Area: 13 Acres 1 Rood 0 Perches. Survey Plan No:} with Lot 405. Guarantee: Mayor, Councilors. 

(p.105) Date of Transmission: 1880. No: 62. 167. Gazette: Year. 1868 Page. 405. Purpose: Municipal Endowment 
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1880 Title Deed Registered Book Vol. 20 Folio 297 

                                                               
Surveyed by: William Australia Graham, (Mayor of Hamilton). Chief Surveyor: S. Percy Smith 

Sheet 1 of 9 Sheets 

 

Lots surveyed: 405 & 407. 

 

(The following paragraphs are direct quotes from the Title deed Sheet 1) 

 

“Grant under “The Municipal Corporations act 1876” hereby unto The Mayor Councilors and Burgesses of the Borough of 

Hamilton and their successors and Assigns, All these Parcels of Land in our Provincial District of Auckland in our Colony of 

New Zealand.”  

 

“Allotment number four hundred and five (405) containing ten (10) acres” 

“Allotment number four hundred and seven (407) containing three (3) acres and one (1) rood”  

                                               

 

“As the same are delineated on the plan drawn in the margin hereof, WITH all the Rights and Appurtenances thereto 

belonging: to hold unto the said Mayor Councilors and Burgesses of the Borough of Hamilton their Successors and assigns 

forever in trust as an Endowment in aid of the Borough Funds.” 

 

 

Below states the conditions of which this land may be held and the intended use in 1880. 

“The Municipal Corporations act 1876” - Lands to be granted in trust 
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Missing Plans 

The Title Deed does not record any lease information prior to the 1900’s. An article from 1883 mentioned the Gazette 

notice dated August 12 1868 (included on page 2 of this document) had been missing and found in 1883 which may have 

been of importance to Hamilton. The article then mentions the missing plans of the five Hamilton lots listed in the 1868 

Gazette. 

                    (3 FEBRUARY 1883 - WAIKATO DISTRICT NEWS - NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME XX, ISSUE 6619) 

“...The number of the Hamilton lots are 358, 408, 407, 419, and 412 and the borough has no such lots amongst its 

endowments, nor can they be found on the plans of the East and West townships, whilst the acreage does not agree with 

the extent of the town belt. The mayor has been advised that if these special lots have been parted with by the Government 

the borough will have a claim on the Government for lands of equal value else-where.” 

 

              Papers Past mentions pre-1900’s leases of Borough Endowment Lot 407, East:  
 

1884 – leased to Josheph Frear for the purpose of a starch factory. (Waikato District News, 1884). Frear gave up his lease 

within a year as the section was not fit for purpose. (Waikato Times, 1885). 

1888 – leased to Henry Adolphe Cowper. (Waikato Times, 1888). Cowper sold his late residence on Ohaupo Road and left 

the district in 1890. (Waikato Times, 1890).    

 

1880 Title Deed CT 20/297 - Lease under Lot 407 

 

Lease work CT 20/297 undertaken by Odette Haitana  

Transcription 

Item 1 Sheet 2 CT 20/297 - “Lease No. 2308 The Mayor Councilors and Burgesses of the Borough of Hamilton to William 

Henry Paul of allot 407 produced the 25th November 1903 at 1.08 pm.” 

Item 6 Sheet 2 CT 20/297 - “Mortgages No. 23371 of lease No. 2308 William Henry Paul to the Onehunga Perpetual Land 

Building and investment society produced 10th February 1905 at 10.50am.”  

                 CT 20/297 - Item 1, sheet 2.  W. H. Paul’s lease             CT 20/297 - Item 6, Sheet 2. W. H. Paul’s Mortgage  
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(MS-1747) The Directors minute books of the Onehunga Perpetual Land Building 

Association. W. H. Paul’s lease application 

Transcription – provided by Pia Gahagan, Auckland Museum 

Friday October 14th 1904 (item 4, p.367) - “W. H. Paul Hamilton applied per Edgecumbe (George) as per advance of 300 

pounds on building to be erected as per plan on 3 1/4-acre 21 years borough lease Hamilton East [with] school.” 

Friday 20th January 1905 (item 4, p.385) - “W. H. Paul applied for the balance of 150.00 pounds of his loan. Mr. Murdoch 

(one of the directors) was appointed to visit Rotorua, and inspect Melvin's (W.R., another landowner), also to pass Paul’s 

house if finished at Hamilton.”   

Friday 3rd February 1905 (item 5, p.386) - “Mr. Murdoch stated that he had inspected Melvin and Paul’s properties and 

reported them completed satisfactorily. Final payments [processed].” 

           MS-1747 - Item 4, p. 367. Application for building                       MS-1747 – Item 5, p. 386. Building completed  

               
 

Further entries in (MS-1747) for W. H. Paul date June 1905, Oct 1905 and May 1906 regarding requests for loan extensions 

and arrears payments. In June 1906 CT records a mortgage from W. H. Paul to A. J. Entrican & Co. (The company of Andrew 

Jack Entrican, Paul’s brother-in-law). John Neal of Grayson Neal LTD believes this was a private loan for the benefit of Paul. 

 

Item 6 Sheet 3 CT 20/297 - “Mortgage No. 26101 of lease No. 2308 William Henry Paul to A. J. Entrican & Co Limited 

produced the 6th June 1906 at 2am.”  

 

Item 10 Sheet 3 CT 20/297 - "Mortgage No. 26963 of lease No. 2308 William Henry Paul to the Auckland Cooperative 

Terminating Building Society produced the 17th October 1906 at 12.30 pm.” 

 

                                     CT20/297 Item 6 Steet 3                                                         CT 20/297 Item 10 Sheet 3          
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- Discharged mortgage - South Auckland - Mortgage No. 26963 of lease no. 2308 William Henry Paul to the Auckland Co-

operative Terminating Building Society [Archive's reference: BCAT 10104 A403 1038 26963]. 

-MEMORANDUM OF ENCUMBRANCE. - SUBJECT to Memorandum of Mortgage registered Number 26101. 

 

Ref.  [BCAT 10104 A403 1038 26963] 

 
 

 

Lease Transfers – Title Deed CT 20/297 

Item 12 Sheet 4 CT 20/297 - “Transfer No 55189 of lease No. 2308 William Henry Paul to Andrew Jack Entrican of Auckland 

Merchant produced the 28th July 1910 at 11:45pm.”  

 

Item 13 Sheet 4 CT 20/297- “Mortgages No 44431 of lease No. 2308 Andrew Jack Entrican to the Auckland Co-operative 

Terminating Building Society produced 27th September 1911 at 10.39am” 

            CT 20/297 Item 12 sheet 4 - Transfer to A. Entrican         CT 20/297 Item 13 sheet 4 – Mortgage to A. Entrican   
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 - Discharged mortgage - South Auckland - Mortgages No 44431 of lease No. 2308 Andrew Jack Entrican to the Auckland 

                           Co-operative Terminating Building Society [Archive's reference: BCAT 10104 A403 1056 44431] 

 

                                              SUBJECT as to Allotment No.407 to Memorandum of Mortgage No.26963 

 

                                                                                     Ref. [10104 A403 1056 44431]  
                  

      
 

 Lot 407 had two shareholders. The following is Paul & Entrican’s Mortgages in CT 20/297 lined by with their production and 

discharge dates. 

 

CT 20/297 - Paul’s Mortgages 

Mortgage No. 23371 W. H. Paul to OPLBalS – Produced 10 February 1905 – Discharged 5 October 1906.  

Mortgage No. 26963 W. H. Paul to ACTBS – Produced 17 October 1906 – Discharged 18 January 1917. 

  

CT 20/297 - Entrican’s Mortgages 

Mortgage No. 26101 W. H. Paul to A. J. Entrican & Co – Produced 6 June 1906 - Discharged 27 September 1911. 

Mortgage No. 44431 A. J. Entrican ACTBS – Produced 27 September 1911 – Discharged 28 May 1917. 

 

 

The following pages record the extended use of Lot 407 between 1904 – 1916, this follows W.H. Paul’s engagements with 

the St Andrews Church and Hamilton East School. 
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                                        1904 – 1916 Historical Records on the use of Lot 407      
 

                                                    
                                                                                          1948 Aerial Photograph 

                             Connection between Lot 407, Hamilton East School & St Andrews 

 

Under the "Municipal Corporations act, 1876" s352, the land was "reserved for public purposes for the use or endowment 

of a borough, or for the recreation of its inhabitants."  

 

In September of 1904, Rev. J. E. Adams of the St Andrews Presbyterian Church formed The St Andrews Young Peoples 

Movement along with a Tennis club in connection with his religious classes held at Hamilton East School. Their tennis court 

was constructed in 1905 next to the residence of W. H. Paul, adjoining the school grounds. 

 

 29 JULY 1904 – WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME LIV,                   9 DECEMBER 1904 - WAIKATO ARGUS, VOLUME XVII, 

                   ISSUE 6479, PAGE 3                                                                             ISSUE 2754, PAGE 2 

   
 

                                              23 FEBRUARY 1905 -WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME LV, ISSUE 6650, PAGE 2                 
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       23 MARCH 1905 – THE WAIKATO ARGUS, VOLUME XVII,             24 MARCH 1905, WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME LV, 

                                    ISSUE 2838, PAGE 2                                                                         ISSUE 6673, PAGE 3 

                                                                  

"WH Paul's Lot 407 in Dawson St was the site of his first home with his newly-married wife (Isabella J. Entrican)" (Jeff 

Downs, 2021). The connection with the church would have been of great value to the Entrican family, they were all deeply 

involved in Presbyterianism. 

A. J. Entrican lived in Auckland where most of his activity was situated. No records have been found tying Entrican’s 

company to Hamilton or through any additional relations. His connection with the property is believed to have been solely 

in aid of the Paul family home. 

 

Mary Paul, granddaughter of W. H. Paul had mentioned her thoughts; “women couldn’t own property or take out 

mortgages so the money AE loaned may have been for his sister or even her money, though I suppose that would have 

been Wiliams?” (Paul, 2021). 

 

A second tennis court was constructed on lot 407 in May of 1905 (Waikato Argus, 1905). Hamilton East School thanked Paul 

for the use of his tennis courts in 1911. Paul was thanked a second time in 1914 (Hamilton East School, 1872-1972). 

                                              25 APRIL 1911, WAIKATO ARGUS, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 4687 PAGE 2 

                                    
 

The Paul family moved to their Anglesea St residence between 1916-1917. It is likely the School and St Andrew’s continued 

to use the site until this date. A fence was constructed in 1917 by Hamilton East School and John Gordon (the next lease 

holder of lot 407), this fence officially divided the properties (Waikato Times, 1917).  

 

                                                     Lease Transfers – Title Deed CT 20/297 

 

Item 9 Sheet 5 CT 20/297 - “Transfer No 99594 of lease No. 2308 Andrew Jack Entrican to John Gordon of Hamilton 

Gentleman, produced the 28th of May 1917 at 10.22am. 
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   CT 20/297 Item 9 sheet 5 – Transfer to Gordon     24 JULY 1917 – WAIKATO TIMES VOLUME 88, ISSUE 13542, PAGE 4 

   
 

       1917 - John Gordon on Lot 2 Deposited Plan 11488 & Part of Lot 3 Deposited Plan 14927 

                               

John Gordon had Lot 407 subdivided, 3 new leases were substituted. Above shows Gordons's location highlighted in pink on 

Lot 2 of 407 and part of Lot 3. The plan number 11488 and 14927 are the original plan numbers written on the 1880 title.  

In August 1917 John Gordon was recorded as the school’s Neighbour, confirming his place of residence. The first mention of 

his mortgage on Lot 2 is held on CT Ref No. SA386/262 under Gordons's transfer to the next owner dated 7/6/29.  

 

        HAMILTON EAST SCHOOL ARBOR DAY 24 AUGUEST 1917                CT 20/297 Item 17 Sheet 9 – 9 October 1923 

            WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME 88, ISSUE 13568, PAGE 7                John Gordon Lease No. 11078 Lot 2 on Plan 11488 
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                                                Certificate of Title under Land Transfer Act 

 

                                1924 – CT Ref No. SA386/262                                                1945 – CT Ref No. SA840/162 

      

                                   Legal Description: Lot 2 Deposited Plan 26664 on 2732m2 

 

                                           1968 – Ref. No SA9D/1091                                         2019 – Lot 2 DP 26664                             

           

TRANSFER Land Transfer Act 1952 (P.1) Dated 3 October 1996 (Lot 2 of 407 sold into private ownership). 

Transferor: Body Corporate, The Hamilton City Council. Transferee: Phillip Morris Westwood of Hamilton, Company 

Director. Estate or Interest or Easement to be created: Fee Simple (Merger of Lease S.60927 continued on page 2 annexure 

schedule). (P.2) mentions this sale complied with s230 of the Local Government act 1974. 

 

2013 - Current Title Holder – Record of Title under Transfer Act 2017 

                   Ref No. SA62D/290. Freehold. Registered Owners: Grant Mathew Griffiths and Natasha Maree Griffiths. 
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               Paul’s Lot 407 Home & Gordon’s Home on Lot 2 of 407 (Deposited Plan 26664) 

  
  Lot 407E Hamilton home ca1909              Lot 2 of 407E Hamilton Community Arts Home (56 Memorial Drive) - 2017 

 

Historian Jeff Downs provided the 1909 photograph received from Charlotte Paul, picturing her grandfather's home.  

The caption refers to Paul’s son Blackwood Paul born in 1908. It is thought we are looking at the north face of his home. 

 

Both photos show architectural differences. All of Gordon’s mortgage information is missing until 1929. Without this 

documentation we cannot track where Gordon’s home came from or what happened to Paul’s home. 

 

The Memorial Drive home held by John Gordon between 1917-1929, had consistency with late 1800’s and early 1900’s 

architecture. The homes layout was unconventional and was build out of convenience or purposefully with odd dimensions 

and materials. The differences in architectural features gave the impression of further add-ons on the north and east-side of 

the building.  John Gordon may have carried out these large-scale modifications of Paul’s home, this would explain the 

inconsistent architectural elements of the Memorial Drive home. In the case that the home was built entirely without large 

modification, this would suggest Gordon was responsible for the unusual design. 

John Gordon’s lease No.11078 of lot 2 and part of lot 3 of 407 along with a transfer dated 7/6/29 on CT SA386/262 lead to 

the find of the following article, this describes the Memorial Drive home in its latest state prior to demolition in 2020. 

                                       12 FEBRUARY 1929, WAIKATO TIMES, VOLUME 105, ISSUE 17634, PAGE 12 
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A conservation architect is likely to know if the Memorial Drive home had large scale add-ons and might be able to 

determine the date of construction, an evaluation is necessary to conclude. 

 

For reference, here is a photograph of the home John Gordon built in Eureka Estate, the home is believed to have been 

construction in 1898. This photo is published on Heritage Waikato’s website. 

 

                                                   

 

                                                     Comparison of Site Photos on Lot 407 

 

                 
              Hamilton East summer house ca1909 407E                                          Lot 2 of 407 photographed 2020  

The second photo Jeff Downs provided from Charlotte Paul is of a small summer house on Lot 407 depicting Blackwood Paul 

as an infant with his parents, behind the structure appears to be a small terrace bearing resemblance to the formation seen 

on Lot 2 of 407, 56 Memorial Drive. 

 

 

                              Statements Made by Past Residents of the Memorial Drive Home 

 

Past resident Martin Webclaw recalls being told during the 1990’s of a badminton court adjacent the home where the block 

of flats currently stand (webclaw, 2020). During the 2000’s past resident Joel Comer was told a tennis court sat in the 

location of the flats (Comer, 2021).  
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2 July 2020 – Demolition of the house on 56 Memorial Drive 

Photographed 3 July 2020 

  

                          

Ben Pick of Heritage New Zealand authorized the demolition of the home on 56 Memorial Drive in late June of 2020.  

The house sat on the highest point of this section on an extensive amount of rubble, as seen in this photograph. It is unclear 

if any of this had archaeological value.   

 

During demolition, Hamilton East School was evacuated after an unrecorded gas main was struck. Firemen were brought in 

and isolated the gas main. (Waikato Times, 2020). The pipe was excavated by firemen. 

On the 12th July 2020, Ngati Wairere Historian Wiremu Puke identified Māori Cultivation soil exposed in the area near the 

gas main. Wiremu has experience with this type of soil from previous digs on archaeological sites. 

 

                         Old Māori Cultivation Soil                                        Location of Cultivation Soil 

         
 

 

019



   
 

  
 

                                                Soil Types During Demolition & Earthworks 

 

                                                         Photographed 3rd – 5th July 2020 by Christel Yardley/Stuff 

                                  
                                                                                                               

Photographed 10th July 2020 

 

This is the site once completely cleared on the 10th of July, 2020. Luckily the soil atop this site near the fence line is relatively 

intact. However, the excavator has flattened down the north side. Mr. Griffiths did not have a permit to remove/modify 

additional ground layers, this is a breach of heritage protection laws. This may have caused damage as the site post-

demolition has uncovered sand and gravel; a common practice used in cultivating pre-European soils. 

 

In relation to the gravel found, in 1907 Paul requested permission from the Hamilton Borough Council to remove gravel for 

the purpose of levelling portion of the section. (Waikato Argus, 1907). It is unclear which part of Lot 407 this article refers 

to. 

 

All contractors were informed that the site is pre-1900's and received a written document citing policies under the Heritage 

NZ Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 by members of the community on the first day of demolition.  
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Close up Photographs of the Sand & Gravel 
 

Photographed 22 August 2020 

 

  

 

   

Crops Protected under Ancient Customs 

Mr. Puke noted in Alexy Simmons’ report, that five trees stood at full height at 37 Clyde Street overlooking Moules Redoubt, 

these trees were planted in the 1830’s by Ancestors of Ngati Wairere. Palisades were erected to commemorate the valuable 

resources these lands contained, such as crops protected under ancient customs of whenu taumaha (reserve lands for 

future use). (Puke 2007:4). (Simmons, 2009, p.7). 

 

             Interview with Archaeologist Warren Gumbley on Traditional Māori Horticulture 

Archaeologist Warren Gumbley explains in an interview at the New Zealand Archaeological Association Conference in 2016 

about the adaption of traditional Māori horticulture from a tropical Polynesian system, to one that worked in New Zealand. 

"In the Waikato we have these quite distinct archaeological sites related to the horticulture. It's intriguing to think about 

how much of a change it is from growing these crops on a really small island environment and bringing it to New Zealand 

and one of the techniques they seem to of used, and it's mostly in the Waikato but you do see it in a few other places in 

New Zealand is this whole technique of adding sand and gravel of various sorts to the soil and we really don't understand 

very much about it. What we do know obviously is the amount of labor that went into it. As we do more work it gets more 

and more complicated. There are more and more unusual things that pop up and you go what does this mean and it takes 

you some time, maybe two or three investigations on different sites and eventually you'll find enough information, you can 

piece it together and it gives you an idea or a direction you can start to look.” (Gumbley, 2016). 
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 Topographic map 

 
 

022



   
 

  
 

 

Photographed 3rd July 2021 one year after demolition 

   
No further earth works has been done to this site. 

 

Overlayed Maps 

Historian Wiremu Puke said the dots on the 1864 map look intentional, archaeologist Rachael Darmody agreed with this.  

In the case that this is of interest, the 1864 map and the 2020 map have been lined up using Lot 406 as a reference point. 

This is a rough estimate of the location of these dots on Lot 407. 
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Operative District Plan Historic Heritage - Archaeological and Cultural Sites 

 

Page 3 

(g)  Hamilton has many sites of archaeological and cultural significance. Some are associated with  

              European settlement, while others are significant to Waikato iwi and local hapu. 

(h)  Archaeological sites include any place that was associated with human activity that occurred before  

              1900. Archaeological sites can include military redoubts... as well as locations of early settlement. 

(i)  Many sites in the city are not visible on the surface, but may have underground features and artifacts which   

               could be disturbed or damaged through earth works and construction. Digging foundations and other activities  

               can damage historical sites, especially if there is a lack of awareness of historical significance or the potential to  

               uncover historic features of the site (like filled in trenches of a Par of Kumara pits) may still exist below the  

               surface. 

(j)  While many sites have been destroyed or damaged by urban development and are not easily recognizable for  

               their original purpose and form, their historical or cultural importance has not diminished. Sites of  

               archaeological and cultural significance form an important part of the cultural history of the city and should be     

               protected for the benefit of the current and future generations.  

(k)  The relationship of Māori and their culture and traditions with ancestral lands, water, waahi, tapu,  

               and other taonga may be destroyed or compromised through an inappropriate development. 

               Kaitiakitanga or guardianship and protection of the land, water, waahi tapu, and other taonga is an  

               important issue for Waikato iwi and local hapu. 

                                                                                                         Page 13  

(e)  Archaeological qualities 

               The potential of the historic place to define or expand knowledge of earlier human occupation,  

               activities or events through investigation using archeological methods.  

               Is an archeological site as defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.  

(f)           Cultural Qualities  

               The Historic place is important as a focus of cultural sentiment... provides evidence of cultural or  

                historical continuity. The historic place has symbolic or commemorative significance to people who  

                use or have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The interpretative capacity of the place  

                can potentially increase understanding of past lifestyles or events. 

(Research information explains how the place is a focus for cultural sentiment, is held in public esteem, contributes to 

identity or continuity, has symbolic or commemorative value, or has interpretive potential) 

(g)           Scientific Qualities 

                The potential for the historic place to contribute information about a historic figure, event, phase  

                or activity. The degree to which the historic place may contribute further information and the   

                importance, rarity, quality, or representativeness of the data involved. 

The potential for the place to contribute further information that may provide knowledge of New Zealand history. 
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                       Resource Management Act Section 6 - Matters of National Importance  

              Council under RMA Section 6 must take into account relationships with lands, waterways and waahi tapu.       
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                                                                       Final statement   

Originally, the focus of this research was on Hamiltons oldest Community Arts home “Mem Drive”. The walls were covered 

with murals and vines and the door was always open which provided support and shelter accessible to everyone 24/7.  

This home was connected to a multitude of national and international creative practitioners including the Mcgillicuddy 

Serious Party. Many of the people who passed through here have been large contributors of the performing arts and culture 

of this city. A petition to save the home gained 3,336 signatures. Unfortunately, the building was in need of repair and 

demolished in 2020. 

I have provided full documentation on the history of allotment 407 Hamilton East. I continued this research as we have 

found archaeological significance here; the history of this site deserves to be recognised and the ancestors of the land 

honored.  

 

I ask the council to recognise the cultural and archeological qualities found here and the significance of certain soil types 

that supported pre-European gardening as this is protected under the Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 whether the 

site is on record or not. Council needs to acknowledge this site’s importance to the local iwi and the potential these valuable 

resources have to expand our knowledge of the distinct archaeological sites of the Waikato district relating to traditional 

Māori horticulture. 56 Memorial Drive needs further investigation to identify, learn from and protect wāhi tapu. This site 

needs to be included into the Operative District Plan as a registered archaeological site.  

- Catherine Smart, 2022 
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