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Archaeological and cultural sites

The specific provisions of the Proposed Plan Change that my submission relates to
are as follows:

Please reference the specific section or part of the planning provision(s), for example
Rule 20.3.1, Policy 19.3a.

Planning Maps

Schedule 8C: Group 2 Archaeological and Cultural Sites (Entry A117 -
Mangakookoea Paa)

My submission is that:



State in summary the nature of your submission. Clearly indicate whether you support
or oppose the specific provisions or wish to have amendments made, giving reasons.

On behalf of Ben and Mary van den Engel, Feathers Planning makes this submission.

Ben and Mary van den Engel are the owners of 25 Awatere Avenue and part owners
of 27 Awatere Avenue, Hamilton.

The submission opposes the inclusion of A117 - Mangakookoea Paa on the planning
maps and in Schedule 8C.

The reasons for our submission are that:

The WSP report entitled 'Archaeological Investigations for Hamilton City District
Plan Change (24 September 2020)' states on pages 3-4 that no iwi consultation, and
only selected ground truthing was undertaken in relation to the archaeological sites
listed in their report. The WSP report goes on to state on page 13 that the listed sites
(which includes A117) "...are recommended for further assessment to determine
whether inclusion is warranted."

Since that report was prepared, and specific to A117, iwi consultation has been
undertaken and an archaeological assessment and monitoring of earthworks
associated with a consented new dwelling at 25 Awatere Avenue by Dr Warren
Gumbley has been undertaken. Both iwi groups found no evidence of the paa site
and in archaeological monitoring, Dr Gumbley found no evidence of archaeological
deposits. Please refer to the memo prepared by Warren Gumbley, dated August



2022.

While investigations were based solely on 25 Awatere Ave, Dr Gumbley states in his
memo that "there is reason to question the status of this location as an
archaeological site". This would include the other 3 properties at 17, 21 and 27
Awatere Avenue.

Based on this ground truthing, the resultant lack of evidence that there was a paa
site on 25 Awatere Avenue, and the memo prepared by Dr Gumbley, the owners
seek removal of A117 in its entirety from the District Plan.

I seek the following decision from the Hamilton City Council:

Please give precise details.

1. Removal of entry A117 from the District Plan.
2. Removal of the overlay as shown on the Planning Maps.
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Memorandum:  

Mangakōkoea Pā, Awatere Avenue and its inclusion in the Hamilton 
District Plan Schedule 8C Group 2. 

 

Warren Gumbley            3 August 2022 

 

Entry A117 in the Hamilton District Plan schedule 8C Group 2 (Archaeological and Cultural sites) 
identifies Mangakōkoea Pā and locates it on the following parcels at Awatere Avenue:  

• Lot 2 DPS 17549,  
• Lot 1 DP 375694,  
• Lot 2 DPS 89533,  
• Lot 2 DP 323260,  
• Lot 1 DPS 83830,  
• Lot 2 DPS 83830,  
• Lot 2 DPS 53641.  

 
Because it was proposed to demolish and rebuild the dwelling on Lot 2 DPS 83830 (25 
Awatere Avenue), I was engaged to provide archaeological advice regarding Mangakōkoea 
Pā. This site does not have an entry in the national archaeological site database. To gather 
more information, separate requests were made by ChowHill, on behalf of Ben van den 
Engel, and also by me to HCC for the supporting information for this entry. Hamilton City 
Council found no record of the information that formed the basis for the inclusion of this 
place in the District Plan, and no other documentation could be found. 

Examination of the historical aerial photography was undertaken. Because pā commonly 
involve defensive earthworks such as ditches and banks, these sites are often easily 
recognisable in early aerial photography. No evidence of earthworks was discernible on the 
1943 aerial photograph SN266/632/37 nor subsequent aerial photography. At the time of the 
1943 aerial photograph, the site was in pasture, and visibility was generally unobstructed by 
objects such as trees. In the 1940s, the parent lot was subdivided for residential development, 
which appears to have occurred in the 1950s.  

Because of the inclusion of the pā in the District Plan Schedule 8C and because the location 
at the mouth of a stream gully is a typical location for a pā in the Hamilton area, there was 
reason to suspect that there may be a pā at this location and an authority under the Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 was applied for and granted to enable the project to 
proceed. In the course of compiling the application, consultation was also undertaken with 
tangata whenua (ThaWK and Ngāti Wairere), who could not furnish any information about 



 
Memorandum: Plan Change 9 and Mangakōkoea Pā 

2 

Mangakōkoea Pā and the site. However, they recognised an important urupā a short distance 
upstream, closer to the Fairfield Bridge. 

I monitored the demolition and foundation work at 25 Awatere Avenue as required by the 
HNZPT Authority (2022/221). No evidence of archaeological deposits, either in-situ or 
disturbed, was identified.  

Plan Change 9 has included a review of the heritage protection items in the district plan 
schedule. This review was carried out by WSP and included a report along with a series of 
files describing and assessing each site. These last are referred to as the Archaeological Site 
Inventory and were not complete (i.e. some were missing). However, from reading the report, 
I understand there is no site file for Mangakōkoea Pā. 

The report refers to Mangakōkoea Pā in Table 4 (p.13), where it is identified as a member of 
a group of places “identified as also being potentially unrecorded archaeological sites. These 
sites were not in the Archaeological Site Inventory but are recommended for further 
assessment to determine whether inclusion is warranted.” In the recommendations section 
(p.10), point two states: “That further assessment is undertaken to determine whether the sites 
in Tables 3 and 4 should also be added to the Archaeological Site Inventory and 
ARCHSITE.” 

Based on the information at hand, there is reason to question the status of this location as an 
archaeological site. Therefore, it is appropriate to review the status of entry A117 to Schedule 
8C because of the poverty of supporting evidence. 
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