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Background to Waikato Historical Society (WHS) 

The Waikato Historical Society was inaugurated on 30 June 1954. Early Society members 
provided the first list of historic buildings in Hamilton on behalf of the community and have 
continued this role. 

The aim of the Waikato Historical Society is to record local history, collect articles of local 
interest and to educate by sharing knowledge.  The Society holds monthly meetings, 
arranges field trips, site visits, historic film events/showings, and has historic displays. 

Hockin House, built in 1893 as the residence for the Medical Superintendent, is the 
headquarters for the Waikato Historical Society and a history museum. It is scheduled with 
Hamilton City Council’s Operative District Plan and listed with Heritage New Zealand as a 
Category 2 historic place. Along with the former hospital residence and nurses’ home are 
memorial trees planted by the Society within the council reserve Graham Park. The trees 
form an important historic group which has been previously put forward for scheduling.  

The Society includes historians, retired architects, planners and other people with a strong 
interest in preserving Waikato heritage. 

Our Society has assisted the Waikato Heritage Group with the research and preparation of 
the Preliminary Heritage Survey which they have completed, and support in principle the list 
which they have prepared.  

Due to time limits we have not specifically addressed corrections in assessment reports. 

General statement and why we are making this submission 

We are pleased to see that HCC has reviewed the District Plan’s Schedule of Heritage Items, 
which is long overdue, and that this has resulted in an increased number of proposed 
heritage items. It is also good to see the inclusion of proposed heritage areas that better 
reflect Hamilton’s history of growth and development rather than seeing individual items in 
isolation without their context. The inclusion of the south end of Victoria Street as a heritage 
area completes a long process of input from the community.  



 

When looking at the map provided of individual items there appear to be areas of the city 
whose heritage has not been identified and therefore not included. A more comprehensive 
survey of the whole of Hamilton City including those areas that were once farms would 
better represent the histories of our communities and the development of Hamilton. 

It would have been beneficial to the review and its associated survey for the Society to have 
been consulted at an earlier stage of the process. We have noticed errors in some of the 
draft inventory assessments and suggest a review of these is required by local historians. 

The large number of proposed historic items and areas has meant that our comments are in 
principle only, as there is too much to review in the time given. 

With regard to the proposed historic areas, we would like to see stronger policies, objectives 
and rules that limit relocation, and provide better control of partial demolition and 
demolition. 

We are also concerned what new proposed density rules will mean for historic areas and do 
not support new apartment developments behind historic houses and in the proposed 
historic areas. To keep these historic items and areas into the future there needs to be a 
higher level of control and more assistance given to owners. The HCC Heritage Fund, which 
is very small currently, ought to be available for all owners of heritage places. 

The identification of over 1000 additional street trees is very good to see; however we note 
there seem to be no additional trees on private land. Of special interest we would like to see 
included the trees around Hockin House that were planted in memory of WHS members. 

Inclusion of an up-to-date list of NZAA sites is important but there are many omissions. We 
are aware of sites within the pre-1900 towns of Hamilton East, Hamilton West and Frankton 
being excavated with the assumption that there are no earlier layers of heritage, yet the 
histories of these areas and the extents of the three early towns are well known. Like other 
cities, e.g. Wellington, it would be good to see an alert layer for developers so that it is clear 
for all that there may be potential pre-1900 occupation layers i.e. there may be an 
archaeological site. We agree with noting on the files of every pre-1900 scheduled building 
the potential for archaeology, however not all pre-1900 buildings are scheduled. We would 
like to see Council take a wider approach to include the potential of archaeology beneath 
and around early 20th century buildings and sites. 

We are seeking: 

o We support in principle the increased number of proposed historic items to be 
scheduled.  

o We ask that consideration be given to assess those items identified in the Waikato 
Heritage Group’s preliminary survey. 

o We request a broader representation and selection of heritage items, in particular 
the inclusion of places of local and regional heritage significance around the 
perimeter areas of the city and on the western side of the city. Examples include 
former farm houses, industrial, commercial and educational buildings, with a wider 
range of types and more modern heritage up to the late 1970s. 

o The proposal of historic areas within the historic heritage chapter is supported in 
principle; this includes placing the long-established known historic areas (character 



 

overlay) of Frankton Railway Village, Hayes Paddock, Hamilton East and Claudelands 
within this section. 

o We seek stronger controls over intensification in Historic Heritage Areas, including 
retaining the setting and context of the historic place and or area. Building a multi-
storey structure behind a single-storey house or group of historic houses ruins the 
integrity of the historic place and negates the value of the heritage area. 

o We seek stronger policies, objectives and rules to limit relocation on site and off, 
and to control demolition.  

o Front and rear sections in historic areas need to have the same rules to retain 
overall heritage values. There needs to be rules to retain context and integrity of the 
historic place and area. 

o We seek a more substantial fund to support the increased number of owners 
seeking to preserve or maintain their heritage places. 

o We request that the proposed Southern Victoria Street Historic Area be extended to 
include Knox Street and Hood Street as well as including the two commercial 
buildings at 226/228 and 232 Victoria Street as heritage items. 

o We seek a wider survey of other historic blocks within the central city, such as the 
eastern block of Collingwood Street, Barton Street, Hamilton North (central city), as 
well as Frankton and early suburban shopping areas including Claudelands. 

o We ask that the memorial trees relating to the Waikato Historical Society be 
scheduled under Appendix 8 Notable Trees, and support the inclusion of additional 
trees in the Plan Change. 

o Support is given for inclusion of an up-to-date list of NZAA sites, and to include 
known scheduled pre-1900 buildings, but we note some known archaeological sites 
are not in the NZAA list yet are known by historians. Please include the 1864 saw 
mill site with associated tramway operated by Ebenezer Gibbons; the 1877 Frankton 
railway station complex; the Frankton drain and the three rifle ranges (Dinsdale, 
Frankton and Hamilton East); Beale Cottage’s well and site; and Lake House’s cellar. 

o We seek a wider approach of having an archaeological alert layer within the three 
pre-1900 towns of Hamilton West, Hamilton East and Frankton and include known 
pre-1900 buildings. (Existing historic maps to be the base.) 

The Waikato Historical Society supports the review of historic heritage in principle. 

With our historical base we are interested in further consultation and would like to see more 
consultation regarding proposed historic heritage areas, as it is very difficult to understand 
what is being proposed, especially that intensification is another plan change. The stronger 
the discussion with local communities the better the result, such as was the process at 
Frankton railway village. The current process has been too brief, in our view. 

A list of the WHS memorial trees for inclusion in Chapter 19 Appendix 8 Notable trees will be 
provided in the next few days. 

We wish to be heard, and would join with others with a similar interest. 

Yours sincerely, 

Neil Curgenven 

President, Waikato Historical Society 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 


