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01 September 2022

Hamilton City Council,
Private Bag 3010,
Hamilton 3240

Attn: City Planning

SENT VIA EMAIL: haveyoursay@hcc.govt.nz

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: SUBMISSION ON Hamilton City Council District Plan Change 9.

1. Waikato Heritage Group (WHG) hereby submits on the Hamilton City Council District Plan
Change 9 (PC 9) as notified on 22 July 2022. Thank you for the opportunity to provide this
submission.

2. We wish to be heard in respect of this submission.

3. This submission is served electronically. No hard-copy will be sent.

4. Hamilton City Council District Plan Change 9.

5. WHG could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.

6. Laura Kellaway, Architect and Heritage Consultant has been engage as our agent.

7. Our address for service is: Laura Kellaway Architect and Heritage Consultant 10 Taniwha
Street Frankton Hamilton 3204. Email waikatoheritagegroup@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION
8. WHG is a non-statutory, independent voice for heritage in Hamilton. Our main aim is to help

preserve historic places in Hamilton, and the greater Waikato region, for the benefit of
present and future generations and to lift awareness and appreciation of heritage values.
Our group members have been involved in identifying and protecting the region’s limited
historic heritage for many years and include historians, conservation architects, and
members of the community. This work has included key roles in establishing community-
recognised historic areas and sites.
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CONTEXT OF THIS SUBMISSION

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

a)

b)

Waikato has distinctive heritage which forms the base character and living environments of
both urban and rural communities. Our cultural landscapes frame our sense of place and abil-
ity to ground ourselves particularly in a time of great change.

Like New Zealand’s natural environment, our built environment is unique and special. It
provides us with places to live, learn, work and socialise and is a fundamental part of our local
and national identity.

Within this environment cultural and historic heritage plays a valuable role in contributing to
the sense of uniqueness and quality of the urban environment we experience. It is a finite
resource that helps ground our ‘sense of place’ and brings wellbeing benefits to present and
future generations. Heritage places, for example:

Enable us to appreciate our collective history of occupations and settlement, including a
greater awareness of our people, places and stories

Act as agents to bring diverse communities together, promoting social inclusion, cohesion
and empathy

Contribute to our tourism economy through enhancing the reputation and attraction of an
area, along with their viability as visitor destinations in their own right

Create, through their conservation, high quality employment and educational opportunities
Contribute to our resilience in the face of significant change by providing a focus for
community sentiment and sense of place

Provide opportunities for emissions and building waste reduction through retention and
adaptive reuse

WHG have included in the draft preliminary survey (appended Appendix 1) places of
significance that have been previously identified as of cultural value to Maori, and that in our
view form a significance part of historic heritage in Hamilton communities.

Appended within this submission is Appendix 1 the preliminary survey, Appendix 2 Notable
Trees and Appendix 3 Archaeological Sites, as part of this submission.

Our historic heritage is under pressure from various sources such as climate change, natural
hazards such as earthquakes and development pressures. In Hamilton inconsistent and
infrequent identification of heritage places by Hamilton City Council, coupled with inadequate
protection in policy statements and plans, has also increased the likelihood of preventable
loss. WHG support the partial review which included more significant places and proposes
areas and supports sustainable management.

Efforts to ensure heritage is appropriately protected and managed has been further hampered
by emergency and special issue legislation such as the Housing Accords and Special Housing
Areas Act 2013 and earthquake prone buildings provisions in the Building Act 2004.

16. The Waikato has lost both local and regional historic heritage. There is no regional list and

the last survey was in 1998 and that was only partial. Communities need to be able to
identify and protect places, at local and regional levels, that are a finite resource and a
cornerstone of our lives. Hamilton as the key city of the Waikato has lost significant places,
including many in the last few years, and continues to have regional heritage at risk.



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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Without a regional heritage inventory heritage of regional and national significance can be
diminished and lost, such as in dairying and industry.

In 1998 a Waikato Heritage Study was proposed to help establish a preliminary base under-
standing of what survived and what needed protection. This study was to cover the Waikato
Region however in development and with very limited funds and resources. It was compiled
by heritage consultant Dinah Holman supported by local heritage specialists. Completed in
1999 there was no follow up and resulted in limited use in district plans. The Recommenda-
tions included noting significant Waikato heritage themes, heritage areas, dairying heritage,
Maori heritage, scientific heritage [Ruakura], important state housing areas and the rural her-
itage of the Waikato, along with more recent 20th century heritage.

The current review has been requested for many years, and the additional work for Chapter
19 is appreciated. However there would appear to be a number of historic items excluded or
omitted and important themes have few examples. WHG seek that the review of places be ex-
tended as part of Plan Change 9 to be a more comprehensive city wide review of heritage in-
volving council, consultants, and with community consultation.

WHG have undertaken a preliminary survey, with the support of the Waikato Historical Soci-
ety, as a preliminary city survey based on existing information, previous requests, and with
local historical knowledge. This requires owner consultation, and may include places already
assessed in part.

Given WHG'’s specific heritage- related remit and interests, Plan Change 9 has particular im-
plications for the effective ongoing sustainable management and protection of cultural herit-
age within the Hamilton City Council area, and heritage of local, regional and national signific-
ance.

WHG submission includes the following along with appended Draft Preliminary Heritage Sur-
vey 2022.

Yours sincerely,

Y e

Laura Kellaway Architect and Heritage Consultant

Acting on behalf of the Waikato Heritage Group
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