Mary Walmsley

From: Mary Walmsley

Sent: Thursday, 16 May 2024 7:29 am

To: Dave Serjeant; David Hill; Ewan Wilson; Vicki Morrison-Shaw
Subject: PC9 - Built Heritage Further Submission - 96 - 98 Peachgrove Road

Kia ora, Panel,
Please see below late further submission related to property at 96 - 98 Peachgrove Road.
Kind Regards,

Mary Walmsley

Hearing Administrator

Urban and Spatial Planning Unit
Email: planchange@hcc.govt.nz
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From: R and R Prasad! I

Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 3:41 PM
To: PlanChange <PlanChange@hcc.govt.nz>
Subject: Built Heritage Further Submission

Subject: Objection to Proposed Heritage Classification of Artillery Flats, Peachgrove Road
Dear Members of the Hearing Panel,

| am writing to formally object to the proposed classification of the properties located at 96 & 98
Peachgrove Road as built heritage sites by the Waikato Heritage Group (WHG) and the Hamilton
City Council (HCC). As a long-term owner and stakeholder directly impacted by this decision, |
wish to present my concerns and request an opportunity to be heard.

Lack of Professional Engagement and Inspection: Firstly, there has been no direct
communication or consultation with the property owners by WHG or HCC regarding this
significant change. Neither internal nor external inspections have been conducted to assess the
condition and suitability of these properties for heritage status. The reliance on outdated Google
Maps imagery for the submission reflects a concerning lack of thoroughness and professionalism
in the evaluation process.

Questionable Historic Value: The historic value attributed to these 1940s weatherboard and tile
houses is highly debatable. The classification of these structures as having high historic value,
comparable to significant Maori heritage sites, is both inappropriate and inconsistent. The
properties, originally built to temporarily house workers during WWII, lack substantial historical
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significance, especially since the associated munitions factory and its activities were short-lived
and not of notable historical or cultural importance.

Community Impact and Development Needs: The proposed heritage classification disregards
the current and future needs of the community. There is a clear preference among local residents
for new development, including housing, retail spaces, and amenities that would significantly
enhance the quality of life and meet the acute housing demands in the area. The preservation of
these buildings would not only deprive the community of valuable development opportunities but
also impose limitations on property owners without any demonstrated public support for such
preservation.

Insufficient Evidence of Cultural and Social Value: There is scant evidence to support any
significant cultural or social value of these buildings. The limited and lackluster historical accounts
provided by WHG do not justify their preservation. Moreover, the existing structures do not foster
any community or social engagement that would merit their classification as heritage sites.

Misguided Preservation Priorities: The focus on preserving moderate or non-distinctive
structures such as these flats seems misplaced, especially when similar properties are abundant
throughout the region. This approach not only misallocates resources that could be better used
elsewhere but also overlooks the pressing need for modern, sustainable housing solutions in
Hamilton.

In conclusion, the proposed heritage classification for the Artillery flats on Peachgrove Road is
unfounded, lacks community support, and would hinder the development and revitalization of a
key area in Hamilton. | urge the Council to reconsider this classification and instead support
developments that align with the current needs and aspirations of our community.

| request that my submission be considered and that | be allowed to present these points in
further detail at the upcoming hearings.

Further details:
| wish to be heard on my submission.
This relates to submission: 427 - Waikato Heritage Group - Laura Kellaway.

We oppose and seek that the part of the submission relating to the Artillery Flats on Peachgrove
Road be disallowed.

We are happy to make an oral submission to support our written submission.
We are happy presenting a joint case with others making a similar submission.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,



Rachel and Reg Prasad

Owners, 96 - 98 Peachgrove Road, Hamilton
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