22 April 2024

Dr Mark Davey

Urban and Spatial Planning Unit Manager

Hamilton City Council

By Email to: planchange@hcc.govi.nz

Dear Mark,

Invitation to make a Further Submission on Plan Change 9 — Protecting our Heritage and

Natural Environments

KiwiRail Holdings Limited (KiwiRail) welcomes the opportunity to provide a further submission
on Plan Change 9 (PC 9) regarding the suggested inclusion of six properties on the Built
Heritage list within Hamilton City Council’s District Plan, proposed by submitter 427: Laura
Kellaway on behalf of Waikato Heritage Group (WHG). KiwiRail as landowner, has an interest in
the proposal that is greater than the interest than that of the general pubilic.

These properties are:

Heritage item description | Street address used by Number on WHG
by WHG' Hamilton City Council (HCC) Preliminary Historic
Heritage Survey

Former NZR offices Empire Street 78
Former NZR offices 28A Empire Street 79
Former NZR goods shed | 28 Empire Street 77
NZR Underground Bryce, Ward and Anglesea 80
railway platform Street
Frankton drain from Extends from Killarney Road 91
Rotorua to Hutton’s railway crossing (southern side)
bacon factory to Hamilton Railway Station

(west side)
Hamilton Railway Station | 16 Fraser Street 81

" This has been inferred from WHG Preliminary Historic Heritage Survey for Hamilton 2022 (draft)

www.kiwirail.co.nz | 0800 801 070
Wellington Railway Station, Bunny Street, Wellington 6011
Private Bag 39988, Lower Hutt 5045, New Zealand



KiwiRail agrees with the view of Hamilton City Council (HCC) in its memorandum dated 9 April
2024 that there is insufficient available information to confirm that the first five sites listed above,
meet the classification criteria for outstanding to high heritage value, to merit listing on HCC’s
built heritage register.

Little information has been provided by any party as to how each building or structure meets
heritage criteria. The identification of a building as the last surviving type of its kind in the
Hamilton region (such as a former NZR office or goods-shed), is not considered sufficient by
itself to justify listing.

WHG has identified Hamilton Railway Station as being designed by Aubrey De Lisle, who is a
well-known New Zealand artist and architect. KiwiRail has not been able to verify this claim.
The station has not been previously identified as having significant heritage value by either
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga or the Rail Heritage Trust.

KiwiRail does not object to the listing of its properties, providing that the listing does not unduly
restrict adaptions or upgrades to its buildings/infrastructure to provide improved passenger or
freight facilities or any other activities it wishes to undertake in accordance with its designation.
Hamilton Railway Station is an important passenger embarkment/dis-embarkment point for rail
journeys to and from Auckland. It is also a station that is utilized by the Northern Explorer which
travels between Wellington and Auckland. If HCC chooses to include the station on its built
heritage register, KiwiRail would be happy to work with the Council as to how any necessary
upgrades or adaptions of the building could be accommodated in a manner which is
sympathetic to its existing historic features. It would be unrealistic to expect no changes to be
made to the existing building fabric or appearance in the future, given its strategic importance to
the regional transport network.

Yours sincerely

Allison Tindale
Senior RMA Adviser
KiwiRail Holdings Limited



