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Date: 18 August 2024 

Building/ Site Name:  
Former names: 
GE Clark & Sons 
 
Address: 
25-31 Ward Street 
 
 
 

 
Google Maps 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location in city map 

 
Google Maps 2022 
 
 

 District Plan Reference/ category: 
 
Legal Description:  
 
Lot 5 and Pt Lot 6 DP 4197 
 
Zoning: 
 
 
Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC 
HNZPT - No 
NZAA - No 
HCC - No 
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Date/s of construction 
 
1907, extensive alterations 1946-52 (substantially demolished) 
1952, new building 
 
Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder: 
 
Original Building 1907 Architects: Fred C Daniell;  
Current Building Architects: Cave and Osborne 1952 
 
Builders 
Original builder not known;  
1940s-52 builders: FT Hawkins Ltd, WB Young Ltd, Booth and Chapman 
Current Building Engineers: Gray and Watts consulting engineers 1952 
 
Building type/s & Current use  
Commercial/Commercial shops and offices above 
 
Visible materials & Heritage Fabric if known 
 
Plastered concrete, corrugated iron roof, modern glazed shop fronts, 
curved parapet, dutch gable roofs (2) 
 
 

Proposed Extent 
 

 
Google Maps 2023  
Extent includes building and verandah only. 
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Extent of property. QuickMap 2024 
 
 

Associated Places 
Former Granary Store (not scheduled) 
 
 
 

 

Historical Background  
 
The land on which the GE Clark & Sons building sits is within the rohe of 

Kirikiriroa paa; the paa itself extended from London to Bryce Streets, but 
the land to the south was used for gardening and other activities. 

After the land confiscations from Waikato iwi in 1864, the land was 
surveyed as Allotment 106 SO 378 and was set aside as Market House 
Reserve. From 1888 it was the site of the town’s stock sale yards. The 
eastern branch railway line from Frankton Junction to Hamilton West 
opened on 20 October 1879 and this was extended across the river in 
1884 and the lines opened through to Morrinsville in 1884 and Rotorua in 
1894. In 1906 new sale yards were built further to the west and Ward 
Street was formed through the Market Reserve. Allotment 106 was 
subdivided into small parcels intended for commercial use (DP 4197); by 
this time more and more businesses were being set up in Victoria Street, 
the business area spreading to the north of Garden Place Hill.  

The proximity of these land parcels to the Hamilton railway station was a 
drawcard for businesses, providing easy access for offloading and loading 
of freight. One of the first to take advantage of the new subdivision was 
GE Clark & Sons. 

G.E. Clark & Sons was established in Cambridge by George Edward Clark  
in 1903, enlarging a well-established firm run by Clark. George’s son Harry 
Herbert Clark set up the firm of GE Clark & Sons with his father. Ward 
Street was not opened up until 1906, and the small sections for 
commercial premises were not surveyed until 1907, so GE Clark’s was one 
of the first buildings on what had been stock yards. By that time Hamilton 
was developing fast as the service centre for the Waikato farming 
industry, and several stock and station agents, and produce suppliers, had 
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been established in the town.  

In 1907 Harry Clark came to Hamilton to open up the Hamilton branch of 
GE Clark & Sons.  GE Clark had engaged Hamilton architect FC Daniell to 
design a commercial building, so it is presumed he was engaged for the 
Ward St building. Elements of the early building remain, with the twin 
gables of the original roof visible above the façade, which was given a 
Moderne makeover in 1952. 

G.E. Clark & Sons supplied bone dust and other manures, seeds and grain 
to Waikato farmers.1  

In 1920 a rival business was established in premises next door to G.E. 
Clark’s, A.M. Bisley & Co.; this building has not survived.  Many regional 
agricultural-related businesses were established in Ward Street in the 
early 20th century as it was close to the Hamilton Railway Station, 
accessed from Ward Street, and the new sale yards further west on Ward 
Street.  

GE Clark & Sons remained in business in Cambridge and Hamilton until 
1977, when they were taken over by Allied Farmers. It serves as a 
reminder of a man who was well-known and respected, especially those 
in farming communities, as well as of a major Waikato service business. 

Constructions 

The original building was a timber grain store with a double gable. 
Loading was through one part of the front.  

 
1 Waikato Argus 21 March 1911 

Building permits were issued in July 1940 for WB Young Ltd for a strong 
room; to FT Hawkins Ltd in August 1946 for extension of upper floor and 
in August 1947 for grain store and mill; to Booth and Chapman in 
December 1946 for alterations; and October 1950 to FT Hawkins Ltd for 
office and shop alterations and June 1952 for construction of back wall. 

The new two-storey building had offices in upper storey and shops below. 
While comments were made that the original building was still there 
behind the facade, it would appear that the original 1907 was 
substantially demolished in the new construction, although drawings 
show possible reuse of the roof trusses and some walls. Cave’s plans 
show the proposed design. 

There is also a weighing bridge in the alley. 

Borland & Snell of Hamilton designed a new eastern shop front in 1978. 
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Plan undated. Plan for Geo. E Clark & Sons Commercial Property, n.d. Collection 
of Waikato Museum 1984/7/3192  

 
2 The plan has not been examined to see how it relates to the extant building. 

 
The original G.E. Clark & Sons original building in Ward Street, 1939.  The store 
room entrance can be seen on the far right and shop on the left. HCL_01143 
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.  
This 1931 aerial view of central Hamilton when Garden Place Hill was still 
residential and open space, shows the GE Clark & Sons building and its proximity 
to the Winter Show buildings and the Horse Bazaar (at right); the eastern railway 
line precinct is in the foreground. HCL_02067.  
 

 
The rear of the building showing the 1952 façade. Photographer Susy Thomas. 
HCL_17051 
 

Architects and Builders 

The original building was designed by Frederick C Daniell was a prominent 
and prolific architect in the Waikato. He designed a range of building 
types including residences, commercial, retail, churches, dairy factories. A 
large collection of his plans is in the Waikato Museum collection (1984/7). 

The architect of the current building was Allan Everard Cave (1889-1954) 
began his career as a builder and contractor before qualifying FIAA. He 
undertook work for dairy factories mainly in the Manawatu, Rangitikei, 
Waikato, some residences including his own in Hamilton; some stores and 
office blocks, and the grain mill for GE Clark And Sons in Hamilton. A large 
collection of his plans is in the Hamilton Libraries collection (MSC 101). 

Lawrence William Osborne (1902-1975), Associate of Institute of 
Australian Architects, was based in Morrinsville in 1930s-60s. 

Associated people and events 

George Edward Clark (1840-1935) established a grain and seed supply 
business in Cambridge in 1880, and GE Clark & Sons in 1903. The firm 
expanded by opening the Hamilton branch in 1907 with son Harry 
Herbert Clark running the branch. George Clark was described as “the 
father of Cambridge”, or the “grand old man”. He was 94 when he died 
and had been a part of the Cambridge community for many years. In 
particular, he was involved with farming organisations, being an organiser 
of the original Waikato Farmers’ Club and an active member of the 
Waikato A&P Association. Clark was a Waikato County councillor for six 
years, the Cambridge Road Board and the Cambridge Borough Council.3 

 
3 Lyn Williams “George Edward Clark, Dead Tell Tales”, Waikato Times September 
-2023 



 

Waikato Heritage Group  BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM   GE Clark & Sons                                                         WHG 003 

 

7 
Date: 18 August 2024 

Harry Clark (1871-1954) managed the Hamilton branch and was chairman 
of directors of GE Clark & Sons Ltd from 1932 until 1946 when he retired. 
He was a Southdown sheep breeder, a foundation member of the 
Waikato Grain, Seed and Merchants Federation and on the executive of 
the Waikato Winter Show Association. 

 

 
 
 
 

PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023)  

8-1.1 Rankings of Significance 
 
Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been 
established as follows. 
 
Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance 
locally, regionally or nationally. 
 
Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally, 
regionally or nationally. 
 
The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built 
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A. 

• Outstanding significance. 
• High significance. 
• Medium significance. 
• Low significance. 
• None/No significance. 
• Un-assessed significance. 

 
The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based 
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place 
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or 
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.  
While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually 
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or 
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required 
to determine overall significance. 
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A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that 
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent 
Heritage New Zealand Listings. 
 
8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria 
 
a. Historic Qualities 
The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an 
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important 
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends. 
Associative value  
The Historic Place has a direct association with or relationship to, the well-known 
business of GE Clark & Sons established in Cambridge in 1903 and opening up a 
Hamilton branch in 1907. The new Modernist building built on the original site is 
of historical significance to Hamilton and the Waikato as representing the 
development of businesses to service the growing important agricultural 
industry. 

Historic pattern  

The historic place is associated with the opening up of Ward Street in 1907 as a 
main thoroughfare alongside the eastern railway that serviced the Bay of Plenty 
and Rotorua from its junction with the NIMT at Frankton. Many of the businesses 
in Ward Street, including the sale yards at its western end, were related to the 
agricultural development of the Waikato and Hamilton’s development as a 
service centre for the agricultural industry. The second store and offices on the 
site, the building’s function as an agricultural supplies base for farming has 
changed in recent decades to become more varied retail shops and offices 
accommodation as the needs of the central city have changed. 
 
Level of significance  High 
 
 

b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities 
The place or area is a notable or representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or 
(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or 
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 
 
The GE Clark building was built as a wooden structure with provision for a grain 
store and bulk supplies for farmers, with loading bay, wide front entrance to the 
store and a weigh bridge in the side access way. When Hamilton experienced a 
growth boom in the early 1950s the building was modernised, a grain store and 
mill built as a separate building to the rear in 1949. However the building is a 
new design, and it is likely that very little of the old survives. 
 
Both FC Daniell and AE Cave had strong associations with the Waikato 
agricultural industry. The building firms WB Young Ltd and FT Hawkins Ltd were 
major construction firms in Hamilton. 
 
The place is one of the few buildings remaining in central Hamilton that relate to 
agricultural services, however has been modified. Its curved features are of note, 
and is part of the style used in the central city. It is also associated with the 
Granary building.  
 
Level of significance  Medium 
 
 
c. Context Qualities 
The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is 
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or 
physical setting. 
  
 
The physical and visual character of the site or setting is of importance to the 
value of the place and extends its significance. The building is in Hamilton’s 
central commercial district. It contributes to Hamilton’s streetscape as a 
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reminder of its earliest periods of development and expansion and Hamilton’s 
post-WWII expansion and modernisation, and construction of commercial 
buildings. 
 
The GE Clark building is an important visual landmark in the Ward Street 
streetscape. 
 
The historic place makes an important contribution to the continuity or character 
of the street and the central city landscape. 
Level of significance  Medium 
 
 
d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
 
 
Level of significance  Low 
 
e. Archaeological Qualities 
The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier 
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological 
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions. 
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New 
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand 
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as 
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 
 
The place is not registered by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga or 
scheduled in the District Plan for its archaeological values. 

 
Although the subject land was part of the rohe of Kirikiriroa paa, it is unlikely that 
there is any remaining pre-1900 archaeological evidence. 

The weighbridge may still exist beneath the paved right-of-way. 
 
 
Level of significance  Low 
 
f. Cultural Qualities 
The place or area is important or significant: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence 
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or 
(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or 
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high 
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or 
events. 
 
 
 
Level of significance  Low  
 
 
g. Scientific Qualities 
The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how 
the natural environment has influenced events, phases or activities related to 
development. 
 
 
Not applicable 
 
Level of significance  None 
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Comparative Analysis 
 

● The GE Clark building is one of the last remaining known farm 
supplies stores in Hamilton.  

● The former FAC building in Frankton was a farm supply store as 
well as a regional headquarters and could be seen as a 
comparison. 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES 

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the 
following criteria: 

Heritage Criteria Significance Level 

a Historic Qualities High 

b Physical/Aesthetic/ 
Architectural Qualities 

Medium 

c Context Qualities Medium 

d Technological Qualities None 

e Archaeological Qualities Low (weighbridge is in alley on plans but may have 
been demolished) 

f Cultural Qualities Low 

g Scientific Qualities None 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
Long-established regional farming-related merchants and produce supply 
store. Essential to the heritage of Ward Street, being in the central city 
and easily accessible to the Hamilton railway station for transport of 
goods. Hamilton branch of GE Clark & Sons was established 1907 in 
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newly-created Ward Street; and a new building was built on the site 
continuing the GE Clark firm. The front façade of building is an important 
part of the history of the Ward Street townscape. 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

GE Clark & Sons meets the threshold in the PDP for scheduling as a Rank 
B built heritage place. 

It is recommended that the place is included in Appendix 8A based on the 
following heritage qualities/values:  
 
a) Historic Qualities  
 
Associated items are noted: 
 
Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map 
 
Overall Level of Heritage significance   
High 
 

Sources for information:  

Williams, Lyn   “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a technical report for 
Hamilton City Council (Draft) 2021 

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977 

Building records, HCC 

Land Titles 

References:   see footnotes 

Form prepared:  Sept 2023 (proposed revised criteria 2022) and 
 
Revised Form prepared:  28 06 2024 (proposed revised criteria 2023) 

Surveyor/ Researcher: Laura Kellaway /Lyn Williams 

Reviewer: 

Site visits: street viewing only 

Notes:  

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources, 
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the 
owner, it is recorded below.  

Interiors have not been assessed or condition of buildings. 

Records have been retrieved where possible. 
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