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Building/ Site Name:  
Former names: 
 
Hui Te Rangiora Marae 
 
Address: 
 
89 Clarence Street 
 
 

 
The whare nui Tuuwaerea, 2024. L. Williams 
 
 

 

Location in city map 

 
Google Maps 2023 
 
 
 District Plan Reference/ category: 
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Legal Description:  
 
Pt Allotment 354 Town of Hamilton West 
 
Zoning: 
 
 
Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC 
 
HNZPT - No 
NZAA - No 
HCC - No 
 

Date/s of construction 
 
1966: Hall and chapel 
1972: meeting house Tuuwaerea and ablution block, alterations and 
extensions to kitchen 
 
Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder: 
 
1966: The tabernacle carved by Hima Hakaraia of Rotorua. 
1972: Architect D. Verhuel (meeting house, ablution block, kitchen alts) 
 
Building type/s & Current use  
Marae/Marae, meeting venue 
 
Visible materials & Heritage Fabric if known 
 
corrugated steel roof 
 

 

Proposed Extent 
 
Pt Allotment 354 Town of Hamilton West – include all marae as per 
SA554/78i 

 

 
 

Associated Places 
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Other urban marae e.g. Kirikiriroa, Te Kohinga Marama, Te Kōpū Mānia o 
Kirikiriroa 
 
 

Historical Background  
 
Hui Te Rangiora in Clarence Street is a Catholic Maori centre, opened on 
behalf of Te Arikinui Kuini Te Atairangikaahu by Hepi Te Heuheu on 19 
November 1966. The name was suggested by Te Arikinui in memory of a 
very sacred pre-Pakeha marae in the Waikato. The building was blessed 
by Bishop R. Delargey. The tabernacle, in the form of a sacred pataka, was 
carved by Hima Hakaraia of Rotorua. The dining hall was named 
Tuwaerea.ii The opening was attended by iwi from Auckland, Murupara 
and Opotiki.iii 

Hui Te Rangiora Marae is in the central city off Clarence Street. Additional 
buildings have been built, so that it is now part of a complex including 
two residences, a chapel and hall, a garage, and an ablution block. 

It is significant as potentially the earliest urban marae in the Waikato. It is 
the earliest known urban marae in Hamilton City. 

 
The stage, which is the sanctuary, with altar, tabernacle and tukutuku panels.Te 

Ao Hou March 1967 p. 28 
 

Several marae and Maaori community centres have been established in 
Hamilton since the mid-twentieth century. Ngati Hamutana was 
established by Maaori newly settled in Hamilton after WWII, having come 
to the city for work but then suffering feelings of loneliness and 
disconnection.iv Fundraising activities led to the building of a whare nui 
and other buildings, and Kirikiriroa Marae was opened on 1 December 
1984 for peoples from all around Aotearoa.  

Te Kohinga Marama at Waikato University opened in 1987 and is under 
the stewardship of Ngati Haua and Ngati Wairere.v Other later urban 
marae include the Wintec marae, Te Kōpū Mānia o Kirikiriroa.  

Hui Te Rangiora has been the venue for hui, wananga, religious services 
and recordings of waiata.vi 
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Te Whare Wanaga o Waikato at Hui Te Rangiora Marae. Kaea 1 February 1981 
p.23 
 
By 1972 the complex consisted of two residences, a hall with chapel 
attached and a small kitchen and shed. Gardens and lawns had beed 
developed, and there was room for 16 car parks. In August 1972 a 
building permit was granted for a meeting house and an ablution block, 
and the kitchen at the north end of the hall was extended. 
 

 
 
Site plan for Maori meeting house and ablution block & alterations and 
extensions to the kitchen. D. Verhuel 1972. (North at lower edge) 
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Undated sketch plan in HCC property file shows the various buildings making up 
the complex. 
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PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023)  

8-1.1 Rankings of Significance 
 
Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been 
established as follows. 
 
Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance 
locally, regionally or nationally. 
 
Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally, 
regionally or nationally. 
 
The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built 
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A. 

• Outstanding significance. 
• High significance. 
• Medium significance. 
• Low significance. 
• None/No significance. 
• Un-assessed significance. 

 
The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based 
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place 
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or 
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.  
While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually 
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or 
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required 
to determine overall significance. 
 

A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that 
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent 
Heritage New Zealand Listings. 
 
8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria 
 
a. Historic Qualities 
The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an 
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important 
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends. 
 

Hui Te Rangiora was the first urban marae in Hamilton, built as a Catholic 
centre for local Maori. It has been used for a variety of activities including 
education, sound recordings of Maori music, religious services and hui. 

The marae is associated with Te Arikinui Dame Te Atairangikaahu and 
Hepi Te Heuheu who opened the whare nui, Bishop R. Delargey who 
blessed it. The tabernacle was carved by Hima [Hema] Hakaraia. 

The name Hui Te Rangiora was suggested by Te Arikinui in memory of a 
very sacred pre-Pakeha marae in the Waikato. 

The marae was established to assist Maori coming to live in the city away 
from their home marae, a social and economic trend from 1950s onwards 
throughout the country. It was recognised that urban Maori needed the 
extra support a marae would provide. 

 
Level of significance   
High 
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b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities 
The place or area is a notable or representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or 
(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or 
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 
Hui Te Rangiora is a notable example of a 1960s marae with a complex of 
buildings for accommodation, worship, meeting places and preparation of 
kai. 
 
 
Level of significance   
High 
 
c. Context Qualities 
The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is 
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or 
physical setting. 
  
 
The marae complex is with a mixed residential-commercial area of central 
Hamilton. 
 
Level of significance   
Low 
 
d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
 

Level of significance   
Unknown 
 
e. Archaeological Qualities 
The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier 
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological 
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions. 
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New 
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand 
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as 
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 
Not known 
 
 
f. Cultural Qualities 
The place or area is important or significant: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence 
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or 
(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or 
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high 
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or 
events. 
 
 
The marae including the whare nui and its associated buildings has high 
symbolic and commemorative value to urban Maori, in particular those of 
the Catholic faith. Activities at the marae include education through 
wananga, recording of Maori waiata and religious services. 

 
Level of significance   
High 
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g. Scientific Qualities 
The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how 
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to 
development. 
 
 
Level of significance   
Unknown 
 
 
d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
 
Level of significance   
Unknown 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 

● No marae buildings in Hamilton are scheduled although Hemi 
Tapu on Massey Street is scheduled (H84) by virtue of it being an 
early church. 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES 

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the 
following criteria: 

Heritage Criteria Significance Level 

a Historic Qualities High 

b Physical/Aesthetic/ 
Architectural Qualities 

High 

c Context Qualities Low 

d Technological Qualities Unknown 

e Archaeological Qualities Unknown 

f Cultural Qualities High 

g Scientific Qualities Unknown 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
Hui Te Rangiora in Clarence Street is a Catholic Maori centre, opened on 
behalf of Kuini Te Atairangikaahu by Hepi Te Heuheu on 19 November 
1966. The name was suggested by Te Arikinui in memory of a very sacred 
pre-Pakeha marae in the Waikato. The building was blessed by Bishop R. 
Delargey. The tabernacle, in the form of a sacred pataka, was carved by 
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Hima Hakaraia of Rotorua. 

Recommendation: that Hui Te Rangiora marae is scheduled under the 
District Plan as A ranking, however, has not been viewed. 

A cultural assessment is recommended. Historic evidence suggests this is 
a significant place. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Hui Te Rangiora Marae meets the threshold in the PDP for scheduling as a 
Category B built heritage place. 

It is recommended that the place is included in Appendix 8A based on the 
following heritage qualities/values:  
 
a) Historic Qualities, b) Physical/Aesthetic /Architectural Qualities,             
f) Cultural Qualities. 
 
Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map 
 
Overall Level of Heritage significance   
High 
Sources for information:  

Surveyor/ Researcher: Lyn Williams; Assessor L Kellaway 

Sources for information:  

Williams, Lyn   “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a technical report for 
Hamilton City Council (Draft) 2021 

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977 

Te Rehia Papesch, Secretary/Treasurer, Hui Te Rangiora Catholic Marae Inc 

References: refer end notes 

Form prepared:  1 09 2023 (proposed revised criteria 2022) and/or 
 
Revised Form prepared:  2 07 2024 (proposed revised criteria 2023) 

Surveyor/ Researcher: Lyn Williams/ L Kellaway 

Reviewer: 

Site visit:  22 July 2024, L Williams and L Kellaway.  

Notes:  

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources, 
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the 
owner, it is recorded below.  

Interiors have not been assessed or condition of buildings. 

Records have been retrieved where possible. 
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Submission to PC9 re Hui Te Rangiora WHG 023: 

Hui Te Rangiora Catholic Marae Incorporated fully supports the proposal 
by the Waikato Heritage Group to schedule Hui Te Rangiora Marae under 
the District Plan, through Plan Change 9. The marae was the first urban, 
pan-tribal marae in Hamilton City. The land was acquired by the Catholic 
Bishop of the Diocese in 1963 and was the base for St Joseph’s Catholic 
Mission Centre, where Father Walls lived in an old cottage on the 
property in Clarence Street. Kuia Peata Tepuia Makareta lived in another 
small cottage fronting Clarence Street. The chapel/wharekai building, 
named Hui Te Rangiora, was built to provide a place for Maori and others 
from out-of-town to celebrate mass and to gather together. The chapel/ 
wharekai building was opened by Te Ariki Hepi Te Heuheu on 19 
November 1966 ,on behalf of Te Arikinui Dame Te Atairangikaahu and 
blessed by His Lordship RJ Delargey, DD. Although pan-tribal the marae 
follows Waikato Tainui kawa. It has special associations with Waikato 
Tainui and the Kingitanga as it was named by Te Arikinui to remember an 
ancient place of healing that was used in the Waikato. The first building, 
the chapel/wharekai building Hui Te Rangiora, has a separate space for a 
chapel at one end that can be separated from the hall, a large space that 
has been used for church services, kapa haka, meetings, whare wananga, 
social events and recreation. The marae complex comprises several 
buildings: the wharenui Tūwaerea, the chapel/whare kai, a circa 1890s 
cottage, another small residence and the ablution block/wharepaku. The 
small residence was relocated to the site prior to 1972; it was once a pair 
of Public Works Department huts. Tūwaerea was constructed and carved 
by Wi Kuki Kingi senior under the direction of master carver Piri Poutapu. 
Many people from within the community helped with construction, 

carving, creating the tukutuku panels and kōwhaiwhai. It opened in 
November 1974. Many community members, since the early 1960’s have 
worked together to help fundraise to make this Marae complex possible, 
and we are now onto the fourth generation of families supporting 
voluntarily since the original foundation whānau. We see the Marae as 
fulfilling a community need. It is used for tangihanga, especially for those 
families from afar,or who have nowhere to mourn their loved one. The 
marae is used by kaumatua and rangatahi; by schools and tertiary 
institutions; by groups from Kiribati and other Pasifika groups; by 
worshippers from different denominations and by Disability Support 
Services. A member of the Waikato Heritage Group, along with 
conservation architect Laura Kellaway, has visited the marae.  

Te Rehia Papesch 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Hui Te Rangiora Catholic Marae Inc 
 

23 July 2024 
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i Extent agreed by Hui Te Rangiora Catholic Marae Inc. 
ii Te Ao Hou March 1967 p.28 
iii Ibid.  
iv http://kirikiriroamarae.com waikato.ac.nz/marae 
v waikato.ac.nz/marae 
vi Kaea 1 February 1981 p.1 


