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Location in city map
N

Building/ Site Name:
Former names:

De Lisle Residence

Address:

6 Woodstock Road, Fairfield

Waikato River with Fairfield bridge at bottom. House marked by a star.

District Plan reference/ category

- NA

Legal Description

Lot 24 DP 27284 and Lot 3 Deposited Plan South Auckland 4951

Zoning

Residential General

Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC

NA

Date/s of construction

: 1955 : Addition 1960s - play room/studio , carport, pond
De Lisle Residence in 2022
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Architects : Aubrey de Lisle! and Mary de Lisle
Builders: Hore and Neville

Associated Places

Building type/s & current use

Residential/Residential

Visible materials & heritage fabric if known

White painted bricks, corrugated steel roof, brick chimney, steel joinery
(Crittal) white, steel post, rock, fishpond, steps, single garage door, native
timber floors, pelmets

Proposed extent

o

&) ‘ \
Extent includes house, studio and site including carport.

1 Aubrey de Lisle List of Projects 1945-1985

Foreman house, River Road,

Works of Aubrey de Lisle including Hamilton Railway station, Farmers Building,
Miropiko Kindergarten

Founders Memorial Theatre, Hamilton

Historical Background

Prior to the land confiscations of 1864 the subject land was owned and
occupied by Waikato iwi; there were paa sites on the eastern riverbank in
the vicinity. The first survey (SO 144) divided the land into mostly 50-acre
allotments to be granted to militiamen of the 4™ Waikato Regiment. The
subject land was part Allots 178, 178A, 210 Parish of Kirikiriroa. Allotment
178 of 50 ac was granted to militiaman H Wilton; Allotment 210 was part
of Colonel Wm Moule’s grant.

By 1894 the subject land was part of 347acres owned by widow Harriet
Edmonds (SA71/90); her land extended from river to Peachgrove Rd, and
from Boundary Road north, with part extending to Clarkin Rd. Ownership
transferred to Andrew Casey in 1901; he had the land subdivided as DP
3014 in 1904. The subject land was then part of Lot 2 DP 3014 and this 57
acres was transferred to Gervase Hurd-Wood in 1904 (SA121/97). The
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land was farmed, and ownership passed to Joseph Mitchell Marton farmer
on 13 2 1906, and then to Arthur James Storey 2 July 1910. Storey died 14
April 1917 and probate was granted to his widow, Isabella Kate Storey 14
May 1917 entered 3 11 1920. She re-married to the surveyor Oliver
Farrer; a small part was transferred to the Education Board and a new title
was issued to Farrer (SA454/121).

In 1937, Isabella Kate Farrer, subdivided 28 acres to create 96 sections of
approximately a quarter-acre each and new roads, including the southern
end of Woodstock Road where Lot 24 is situated.’ The road was called
Banbury Crescent (1926) and later renamed to Banbury Street and came
off Fairfield Road. It is now part of Woodstock Road.

The Fairfield Bridge linking west and east of the river opened in 1937,
and seemed a long way out of Hamilton.

Postcard looking near east across the river to River Road about 1937. HCL_01384

The legal documents say that Arthur Storey completed the subdivision in
1937, however he had died several years earlier.

An unusual feature was the plantation reserve strip at the eastern end of
the subdivision. It could still be seen a number of years later after houses
were developed on the side of the hill.

Aubrey de Lisle and Mary Clemens Hay bought the land in 1950. They
had moved to Hamilton earlier, and were living in Hamilton East.

v, 0. DL Fename

of Hamiltan Extn. N,
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DP 27284 drawn for the subdivision of Part Allotments 178, 178A and 210
Kirikiriroa Parish 1936.

The area on both sides of the Waikato River with the Fairfield bridge was
the new dress circle of Hamilton homes- on the edge of the northern. It
was still very much a rural area. Several Art Deco homes were bult by
leading Hamilton people and a number of these were designed by
Terence Vautier. To the eastern side a new state housing area was
opened in the late 1930s forming the suburb of Fairfield. These houses
were built for returned service men. Mary, as a young architect working
for the Housing Department, designed the street and its houses. '

Architects - Aubrey de Lisle (1919- 2004)

Aubrey de Lisle was born in 1919 in Gore. He was the son of a clergyman.
Aubrey worked in the Public Trust Office and doing accounting exams
while saving to go to the School of Architecture during the Second World
War (1939-1943). There were only a small number of architectural
students in 1939. One of the students was his future wife, Mary Hay.
Aubrey got a job with Christchurch architect Colin Lamb and worked on
the Ovaltine factory.

Arriving in Hamilton in 1945 he started with the architectural firm
Edgecumbe, White and Leigh, becoming a partner in Leigh, de Lisle and
Fraser. They did a lot of work for the Bank of New Zealand and the
Hamilton City Council. His buildings include: the AMP building, Winter
Show Association, Waikato Motors, Hamilton Airport, University of
Waikato buildings and the Hamilton Founders Memorial Theatre including
designed the theatre’s memorial fountain, and the 1960s landscape
design for Garden Place. Aubrey worked with his wife on residential
design work.

He was a member of the judging panel for the Christchurch Town Hall. As
an artist Aubrey worked mainly in water colours, exhibited regularly with
the Waikato Society of Arts and the New Zealand Academy, and won the
Caltex Art Award.

Mary de Lisle (1922-2012)

Mary Clemens Hay was born in Auckland in 1922. She attended Elam Art|
School. Mary was the fifth woman to graduate as an architect in New|
Zealand. She worked for architect Vernon Brown after her graduation.
Mary joined the Housing Department where she worked on state houses.
She married Aubrey de Lisle in 1950. She worked with architect George|
Leigh as an assistant, and worked with her husband on some residential
architectural projects. Mary was an important community contributor
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including for the construction of a hostel. With Aubrey she travelled to see
new architecture and design and looked at theatres that would influence
the design of Aubrey’s Hamilton’s Founders Memorial Theatre.

A very private and unassuming person, Mary was an important New
Zealand artist in etchings and prints. She is recognised as an important
person in leading the advance guard into a male-dominated discipline of
architecture.

Mary died in 2012, and their family home was sold in 2013.
Builders

The builders were Hore and Neville who had worked with the de Lisles on
other projects.

The design and the construction

The de Lisles chose Woodstock in Fairfield with its rural landscape with
established homes near the river to design and build their new family
home. The site was slightly elevated and next to a Modernist home
designed by Vautier. The section at over 1200 m? was larger than normal.
They had been based in Hamilton East in Galloway Street and relocated an
old cottage.

The site in 1951 shows the art deco home just to the south of the de
Lisle property, with Banbury Crescent to right.

L LS

k7 NS o W =D SRl
aikato River at Hamilton City, showing the Fairfield Bridge with the empty section
on the left . WA-27890-G ATL Whites Aviation Ltd: 1951

The building permit for a dwelling was applied for on 25 May 1955 by
builders Hore and Neville.

The de Lisle residence was foremost a family home for Aubrey and Mary
and their two sons. The land was owned by the de Lisle family since 1950 -
63years. Currently a Hamilton architect and his family resides in the home.
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Physical Description of place

The house is a generous three-bedroom home with executive finishes. Set on
two levels, on a rising slope, with the garage at ground level and the living
areas and three bedrooms set above the garage. A set of stairs leads to the
front door. The main house form today is an L shape with low pitched Dutch
gables with wide eaves. The windows are fine steel with associated hardware.
The cladding is brick with a corrugated steel roof.

Pat Bates was the horticulturalist for the place. She created the planting plan,
and Mary and Aubrey did the layout of the garden.

The house was located towards the back of the section up a sweeping
driveway. The first part of the design was a rectangular shape orientated
north-south with three bedrooms.

The first addition was the carport, as there was already a garage for two
cars end-to-end beneath the main house at drive level, then a
storeroom was added.

Then there were additions to the house in the 1960s, so that by 1964
there was a “playroom” or “top room”, which became the artist’s
drawing room. This is located to the east of the original rectangle. A
fishpond was added with acolumn down onto a rock, built at same time.
The external post holds up corner of extension.

#id Gt e A e

The detail of the post on the rock. Harcourts image

More recently after the family home was sold a new kitchen has been put
in and a few walls taken out.

A building consent was issued a new free standing solid fuel heater in
2020

A plan is available but is removed for privacy
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PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT EVALUATION

The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based on
evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place must meet
one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or above to be
eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.

While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually satisfy
multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or hierarchical. There is
no correct number or combination of values required to determine overall
significance.

Rankings of Significance

Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been established as
follows:

Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage
significance locally, regionally or nationally.

Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance
locally, regionally or nationally.

The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built heritage
places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A.

e  Qutstanding significance.

®  High significance.

®  Medium significance.

e  Low significance.

®  None/No significance. Or Un-assessed significance.

A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that there is no
Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent Heritage New Zealand
Listings.
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The following is the evaluation against the criteria.

Heritage Assessment Criteria

a. Historic Qualities

The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends.

(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder.

The home is the work of notable Hamilton architects Aubrey and Mary de
Lisle, who also designed private homes in the suburbs of Fairfield and
Hamilton.

Level of significance  High

The place is directly associated with architects and artists Aubrey and Mary de|
Lisle, and reflects changes in home making and the introduction of modern
technology and contemporary design. It is also one of a group of executive|
homes built near the river and Fairfield Bridge that formed the new suburbs off
Woodstock and Fairfield.

Aubrey was a Waikato architect and designed buildings including the
Hamilton Airport and Founders Theatre and many civic places.

Mary designed the nearby state houses in Fairfield Road and while practising
her craft was a home maker. Mary was one of the first qualifying women
architects in New Zealand,

Both were contemporary artists and their home reflects their passions for
light, and nature, and privacy.

Level of significance  High

b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities

The place or area is a notable or representative example of:

(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or

(i) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or

c. Context Qualities

The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or
physical setting.

Part of a wider architectural theme of architecture of architects’ own
homes, which includes only two examples from the early 20" century -the
F.E. Smith House at 129 Cambridge Road and Fred C Daniell’s house in
O’Neill Street.

Part of a small collection of Modernist homes in Hamilton by Aubrey and
Mary de Lisle, which include the 1960s Hodgson house at the Lake. Set
within Fairfield where Mary had previously designed the state housesin
Fairfield Road and then a small number of homes nearby including the
Foreman Residence in River Road.

Level of significance  Medium

d. Technological Qualities

The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or
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achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building
technique.

degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or
events.

The place is associated with the use of new materials combined with
traditional. Generally of standard executive construction, includes features
that are particular to the architects including the incorporation of landscape
with fish pond and stone, and the pelmets.

The place has particular meaning to the de Lisle family and more than 60years
as a family home. It also has the potential to demonstrate a 1950s

architectural style and the home of artists and how the place was used for this|
dual purpose.

Level of significance Medium

Level of significance ~ medium

e. Archaeological Qualities

The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions.
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

g. Scientific Qualities

The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to
development.

Level of significance  Unknown

Comparative Analysis

Unknown

f. Cultural Qualities

The place or area is important or significant:

(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or

(i) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or

(iiif) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high

There are no scheduled or listed examples of the same type of place on the
Hamilton City District Plan apart from the house at Eton Place, designed by
Ernest Plischke .

The early Modernist houses designed by Terence Vautier are scheduled, but
most are pre-1955. The art deco and stripped classical designs of Vautier in his
Fairfield houses is of a contrasting style that dares to an earlier period of
Modernism.

Aubrey de Lisle as a partner in the firm did a number of important buildings
including the Founders Memorial Theatre and Hamilton Airport, along with a
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wide-ranging collection of buildings from kindergartens to commercial
buildings.

Aubrey and Mary completed a number of private houses in the 1950s and
1960s, with the 1960s Hodgson House in Lake Crescent as similar example.
Built for a local Waikato builder it would appear to have similar characteristics
and use of materials, but it is a much simpler form. It is not scheduled.

Former Hodgson House Lake Crescent designed by the de Lisles.

An absence of scheduling or listing does not relate to lack of importance but a
lack of recognition of the work of Modernist architects in the Waikato at a
local and regional level.

Mary de Lisle’s work, as one of New Zealand’s first women architects, is
unrecognised. The state housing in Fairfield is an early example of her work.

But it is their home which is the exemplar of their work in Waikato residential
architecture of the 1950s and 1960s.
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SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

.The de Lisle residence was designed in 1955 by architects and artists
Aubrey and Mary de Lisle for their family. Located in Woodstock above

[ Commented [L1]: modified

following [criteria\:

Heritage Criteria Significance Level

a Historic Qualities High

b Physical/Aesthetic/ Architectural Qualities | High

the Fairfield Rrirlgn itis hidden within the I:mdcrnpn The home
demonstrates the skills of the architects in providing a 1950s home which
responds to the land. The use of steel joinery and glazes with simple
forms and materials provided a flexile home with elegant style for the
young architects.

Both architects are notable in their own right and the home is
representative of their design philosophies and experiences. It is one of
the few architects’ designed homes of the 1950s and was the family
home for over 60 years.

RECOMMENDATION

¢ Context Qualities Medium
d Technological Qualities Medium
e Archaeological Qualities Unknown
f Cultural Qualities Unknown
g Scientific Qualities None

The de Lisle Residence meets the threshold in the PDP for scheduling as a
Category B built heritage place.

It is recommended that the place is included in Appendix 8A based on the
following heritage qualities/values:

a) Historic Qualities, b) Physical/Aesthetic / Architectural Qualities.
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Associated items are noted:
Founders Memorial Theatre
Foreman House River Road
Hodgson House Lake Crescent
Miropiko Kindergarten

Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map

Overall Level of Heritage significance  High

Sources for information:

Williams, Lyn “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a technical report for
Hamilton City Council (Draft) November 2021

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977
Mark de Lisle - son of the late Aubrey and Mary de Lisle

Back to the drawing board' - Hamilton architects oral history project Interview
with Mary de Lisle Reference: OHA-3095; Interviewer Brinkworth, Julie

Back to the drawing board' - Hamilton architects oral history project Interview
with Aubrey Frank de Lisle, 1919-2004 Reference OHInt-0483-03

Building Consent 2020/40273 issued 17,06/2020 Instaill Hew Fre= Standing Solic
Fusl Hester
Code Complisnce Cartificate issues 15,07,/2020 Copy sttached [

Flumbing & Drainsge Permits on File:

Drainage Permit 1234 issued 26/04/1936 Far Wastewaber Drains

References: see end notes

Revised form prepared: Laura Kellaway 2024 (proposed revised criteria
2023)
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Surveyor/ Researcher: Laura Kellaway The condition of the buildings is not included within the assessments.
Reviewer: Records have been retrieved where possible.

Site visits: from street only

Notes:

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using available online
resources, unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken,
agreed with the owner, it is recorded below.

Interiors have not been assessed.

HCC Building Permits Index Transcription

DP 27284
Mark de Lisle confirms that they would regularly drive up the road and
told the Fairfield Road state houses were designed by Mary. 2022.

Mark de Lisle, personal conversation 2024.
v Building consent 2020/40875 issued 17/06/2020
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