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Date: June 2024 

Building/ Site Name:  
Former names: 
 NZR Goods Shed 
 NZR Goods Office  (1) 
 NZR Goods Staff Office  (2)   
Address: 
 NZR Goods Shed 28 Empire Street 
 NZR Goods Office  (1) 28 Empire Street corner High Street 
 NZR Goods Staff Office  (2)  28A Empire Street  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Goods Staff Office (2) WHG 079, below map shows Goods Shed and Office 
 

 
 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former NZR Goods Shed WHG 077, with Goods Office to left. 

Former Goods Office (1) WHG 078 below 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commented [L1]: Multiple changes in this form, not individually 
highlighted 
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Date: June 2024 

Location in city map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 District Plan Reference/ category: 
 
 
Legal Description:  
Pt Allotment 7 Te Rapa Parish 

There is no title as still in government ownership. Gazetted : NZG 1939 
p1848 and NZ Gazette 2012 p1612, under the Public Works Act 1981 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map shows extent of subject land from Norton Road in north, south to Empire 
Street, and includes the railway corridor and areas of the old yards at the 
southern end. Star marks the former NZ Goods yards 
 
Zoning: 
 
 
Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC 
HNZPT - no 
NZAA – no 
HCC – no 
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Date/s of Construction 
1955   NZR Goods Shed 
1955   NZR Goods Office  (1) 
1960 NZR Goods Staff Office  (2)  
 
Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder/Tradespeople: 
NZR Goods Yard - architects Gray Young, Morton and Young (1951) 
NZR Goods Shed - architects Gray Young, Morton and Young (1951) 
NZR Goods Office (1) - architects Gray Young, Morton and Young (1951) 
Engineer for above − W.G. Morrison Consulting Civil and Structural 
Engineer, Wellington.  
NZR Goods Staff Office  (2) - architects Gray Young, Morton and Young 
(1951) with contract documents by NZR Hamilton Office Engineers 
Transship and Staff Offices − constructed by Fletchers Construction 
Company  
Building Type/s & Current Use  
Industrial Goods Shed/Good Shed 
Office (1)/ Office 
Office(2) /Office 
 
 
 
Visible Materials & Heritage Fabric if known 
Goods Shed- steel portals, concrete platforms, corrugated sheathing, 
timber sliding goods doors on rollers, corrugated roller doors, high level 
fixed steel windows, corrugated steel roof with clearlite skylights Offices- 
steel joinery,' NZR' name on glass (Goods Office) and 'NZR Office' name 
plate (Staff), bricks(painted), concrete steps, modern glazed doors (Goods 
Office), steel lookout on Goods Office 
Yards - asphalt, rail line 
 

Proposed Extent 
 
The extent is based on the 1951 NZR plan and includes the Goods Shed, 
the two offices and the yards. It is a part of the wider site. 

 
Associated Places 
Hamilton Railway Station (former) H59 
Stationmaster’s House (former) H20 
Railway signal (former) H80 
Railway Signal Box (former) H32 
Hamilton Railway Station (not scheduled) 
Hamilton Underground Platform (not scheduled) 
 

Historical Background  
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Background history:  NZR Yards and Goods Sheds 
A goods shed or goods depot is a facility used exclusively for handling 
goods rather than passengers. Goods yards usually have one or 
more sidings, generally near a passenger station, where goods wagons 
can be loaded and unloaded. There may or may not be a goods shed at a 
station, depending on the nature of the regular traffic handled. 

The goods yard was generally located next to the main line, but for large 
sites an additional yard could be drawn off the lines, and buildings to 
support the loading and unloading would be included in the yards. 

In New Zealand, goods sheds of the NZR were standardised designs, 
provided by the Public Works or the NZR Engineers Department. Many of 
the early stations had a goods shed which was designed under George 
Troup. Today very few NZR sheds remain with only a few NZR Goods 
Sheds in the North Island. There are no early NZR Goods Sheds between 
Pukekohe and Wellington, with the last two at Taihape and Te Kuiti having 
been demolished recently i.  

Yards and goods sheds were critical to the workings of New Zealand 
railway stations, and central to everyday life in sending and receiving 
goods. From 1880 to 1982 the Department of New Zealand Railways was 
central to New Zealand life – for transport of goods and people.  

In 1982 following a move to privatise NZ government departments and 
prepare the way for sale of government assets, the department became 
the New Zealand Railways Corporation and the various parts of the 
department were substantially emptied. It led to the closure of sections of 

the department and the sale of many railway buildings apart from 
essential items, such as yards. Goods and freight were changed 
dramatically with the loss of the lorry truck fleet and workers. Many 
goods sheds were closed and disposed of.  Until that time the majority of 
goods travelled by rail, not road. Goods were delivered to goods sheds 
and retrieved and delivered out to customers. Large freight, the mainstay 
of the railway, remained a central focus. 

Since the 1980s the infrastructure of the former government department 
was diminished, many stations sold, branch lines removed and rail lines 
removed. For many towns, the focus of the station and the role of the 
loading dock and the goods shed were lost. 

The two early NZR Goods Sheds (Hamilton and Frankton) 

Two 19th century goods sheds were built, the first in 1877-78 at Frankton, 
which was the terminal of the main line from Auckland, and then about 
1884 a shed was needed for the new branch line to Hamilton. Neither is 
known to have survived.   

NZR Railway  

The opening of the North Island Main Trunk railway from Auckland 
through to Frankton in 1877 was a major factor in Hamilton’s 
development, and Frankton became the rail junction for railways leading 
south and east. No longer considered remote, Hamilton attracted 
Auckland investment.  Business confidence was raised, new jobs were 
created, trade increased, and the town began to prosper.  The extension 
of rail lines to Te Kuiti in 1887 and to Rotorua and Thames in the 1890s 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goods_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_siding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_station
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opened up new markets for local produce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Frankton Station viewed to south-west showing the island station 
building and goods shed circa 1902 at Frankton. HCL_02271 

The line was constructed to Hamilton (town) in 1879 but was only 
officially opened when connected by rail in 1884 with the construction of 
the bridge over the Waikato River.  The line went over the Waikato river 
to form the East Coast Main Trunk Line to Thames and Tauranga. 

By 1884 the Hamilton site had a NZR 4th class station building, platform, 
cart approach, and a 60 ft (18 m) by 30 ft (9.1 m) goods shed and loading 
bank shown below.  The Hamilton branch station closed in 1969; it had its 
own NZR Goods Shed with a curved roof.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hamiltonii NZR Goods shed on right and the original station at Hamilton on the 
East Coast Main Trunk Line. 

Work began in 1961 to place the line underground in the city, with the 
removal of sidings, a loading shelter and the NZR goods shed. 

History of Frankton railway station and yards 

The land was confiscated from Ngaati Wairere in 1864 and issued as part 
of a militia grant to Major Jackson Keddell of the Fourth Regiment of 
Waikato Militia. In 1867 Keddell sold his land, which adjoined the Town of 
Hamilton West and extended north of Lake Rotoroa, to a new immigrant, 
Thomas Jolly. Jolly acquired more land, 500 acres in total, drained the 
swampy areas and developed them into pasture for sheep and cattle, and 
for crops such as wheat, rape and oats.  
 
Jolly asked the government to construct the rail to Frankton and the land 
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was transferred to the Crown for the main line and its yards as far as 
Frankton. Jolly then subdivided the adjacent land into small residential 
and commercial lots and named the intended new town Frankton after his 
elder son, Francis. The town was established in December 1877 when the 
rail line was connected through from Auckland. It was part of Waipa 
County. The Crown has owned the land since 1877. 

Frankton railway station was for a number of years the end point as the 
North Island Main Trunk line.  

The new town was focused on High Street and Main Street (now 
Commerce Street), with hotels on both sides of the Main Trunk line. The 
station was situated opposite the end of Commerce Street. 

Land to the west and east of the line was in high demand and the town of 
Frankton encompassed both sides. It was a wide corridor. However it was 
not until much later that consideration was given to more railway land to 
the north of the station and the block on the north-east where the yards 
were moved to. 

The block was part of the Jolly estate and was proposed to be developed 
with the southern blocks around the original railway station in the initial 
focus. With the moving of the station north in 1909 this block was 
adjacent to the new railway station. The street names were associated 
with the family. 

An NZR engine shed was built at Frankton (Hamilton Junction) in 1882 and 
by 1884 there was a NZR 4th class station building, platform, cart 
approach, a 60 ft (18 m) x 30 ft (9.1 m) curved roof goods shed, a loading 

bank, a stationmaster's house, urinals and a passing loop for 38 wagons. A 
lean-to station building with veranda was added in 1900. The Goods Shed 
was located on the eastern side of the line near Commerce Street. 

In 1909 the station was moved north about 320 metres, to a central island 
position, and new station buildings were added.  The old Goods Shediii 
was also moved north and positioned on the eastern side of the main 
station against High Street. 

Frankton station and yards about 1915. iv 

By 1911 the Frankton goods shed had grown to 138 ft (42 m) x 30 ft 
(9.1 m) and there were a crane and fixed signals. The scale of the station 
and lines can be seen in the 1915 image looking to the north. The new 
yards are to be positioned to the right. The large building to the right 
north of the yards is the J.J. Craig Store. 

Major extensions to Frankton Junction railway station were approved in 
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October 1907. After the North Island Main Trunk Line (NIMT) was 
complete from Auckland to Wellington, and formally opened in November 
1908, rail traffic greatly increased. The station, goods sheds and cattle 
yards were moved north, occupying the positions on which the 
stationmaster’s house and the loading bank stood. A central signal box 
was built to control all the lines.v  

By 1928 Frankton Junction was probably the busiest rail junction in New 
Zealand, with from 76 to 80 trains handled daily, 36 of these being 
passenger trains.vi Two signal boxes were built in 1910; the larger one, the 
south signal box, held 70 levers, while one of the signal gantries was the 
largest in New Zealand.vii In 1927 the system changed from mechanically-
operated signals to electrically-operated.viii 

By 1927 additional land east of the railway station was under government 
control. But the block had a mixed history of private and government 
ownership. All parties were aware of the importance to have direct access 
to the NIMT and to have a siding. Within the block bounded by Empire 
Street on the south side was the eastern corner site with the Robinson Ice 
cream Company in 1939, and to the north was Jolly land and J.J Craig. In 
1939 the land was taken by the government for railway purposes, 
indicating that NZR were intending to development the block east of the 
station at that time as the old goods sheds were inadequate, and there 
were no marshalling yards to the scale required on the Main Trunk Line. 

Kathleen Street (a Jolly name) running north to south through the middle 
of the block was closed, along with Jolly Street.  

Survey plan showing the railway land and the Kent Street block.  LT 12229_1 

There was a need to modernise the old NZR yards which extended along 
many blocks of the town. Multiple lines and sidings were already 
established with the majority on the eastern side of the island station. It 
was decided around 1935 to utilise land adjacent to the station in the 
High Street corner which was a major junction and gave access to the 
station for passengers and freight. Staff would have been very exposed 
with just an old Goods shed on High Street and it is unclear how goods 
were cleared without major infrastructure. Everything was very old by the 
Second World War and inadequate for a major junction and city. 
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The design in 1951 by architects Gray Young, Morton and Young shows 
the extent of the proposed scheme, with numerous siding lines off the 
NIMT coming in at the north end as far as Empire Street. There would be a 
new modern Goods Shed (city scale) against the main lines with its own 
Goods Shed Offices (a two storey building) and another large Goods Shed 
and verandahed platform for goods on the eastern side, with a separate 
siding proposed for the private site to the far east Goods staff.  The 
scheme took some time to be completed. 

The large good shed was designed in 1952 by Gray Young, Morton and 
Young, favourite NZR architects in Wellington where the Department had 
its Head Office. They also designed the associated Goods Office at the 
south end of the shed facing the corner of High Street and Empire Street. 
The large goods shed was very much a standardised designed with its 
simple form and utilitarian design. Platforms allowed for loading and 



Waikato Heritage Group  

BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM     Former NZR Goods Shed                                                    WHG 077 
BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM     Former NZR Goods Office   (1)                                          WHG 078 
BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM     Former NZR Goods Staff Office   (2)                                 WHG 079 

 

9 
Date: June 2024 

PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023)  
8-1.1 Rankings of Significance 
 
Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been 
established as follows. 
 
Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance 
locally, regionally or nationally. 
 
Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally, 
regionally or nationally. 
 
The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built 
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A. 

• Outstanding significance. 
• High significance. 
• Medium significance. 
• Low significance. 
• None/No significance. 
• Un-assessed significance. 

 
The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based 
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place 
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or 
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.  
While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually 
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or 
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required 
to determine overall significance. 
 

A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that 
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent 
Heritage New Zealand Listings. 
 
8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria 
 
a. Historic Qualities 
The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an 
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important 
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends. 
The former Frankton Goods yard is directly associated with the New 
Zealand Railways Department and the transfer of goods which was a 
major activity across New Zealand, As the government controlled goods 
the use of rail and NZR lorries in the mid 20th century was extensive, of 
which the Frankton yards where the focus for the city of Hamilton and its 
associated areas. While parcels were usually put on the trains or Road 
Services Buses the main Goods yards enabled transship of goods in and 
out from the NIMT which was directly part of the site, it was part of a 
significant transport route and dispersal system.  When established in the 
early 1950s car transport and private vehicles had impacted on rail for 
freight and goods however it was still the edge of the golden era of rail. 
For Hamilton it was the central focus for both passengers at the adjacent 
main station and for goods. Private companies were directly associated by 
the private siding in this area, and were able to grow with this location. 
 
The earlier Goods shed for the ‘busiest junction’ was long outdated and so 
the Goods Yards and new sheds and offices provided a city-scale focus to 
the poor facilities previously provided. Within a short time the Marshalling 
yards had moved north and a new station built to the south, but the NZR 
site was active into the 1980s.  
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The overall design including the Modernist NZR offices marked an 
important change, but was short lived. Today these yards and buildings, 
along with the 1970s central station, are the oldest surviving NZR 
buildings in the city.  Moving goods by rail has long gone. It is 
representative of the status on NZR Goods services in Hamilton. 
 
The site and its buildings are also directly related to the V8 race 
developers who used both the offices and yards for infrastructure and as 
headquarters during the late 2000s into the early 2010s. 
 
The Goods shed is the oldest left in Hamilton city, as are the offices. 
 
Locally important, the NZR site was dominant in Frankton due to scale and 
daily use, and for Hamilton goods, as the city station was small and closed 
in 1967. Nearby are the Waikato Sale-yards and there were other major 
manufacturers and factories centred around this node.  The extent of the 
service was wider than the city as Hamilton was a regional centre for 
goods.  
Level of Significance  High - regionally 
 
b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities 
The place or area is a notable or representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or 
(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or 
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 
 
The place or area is a representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period in NZR Goods services and the associated 
activities which were dominated still by rail at that time. It was distinctive and 
functional attributes with both the yards, the large 1950s Goods Shed and the 
stripped Modernist Offices typical of the design aesthetic of the 1950s and is 

the work of notable Wellington architects Gray Young, Morton and Young, 
who provided architectural services to the Head Office of the NZ Railways 
Department.  
 
While the removal of the Transship has reduced the understanding of the 
functional processes, the 1950s design is otherwise intact. The two NZR 
Offices are simple two-storey functional buildings which front the yards and 
provided a modern working environment for staff in the yards. The Goods 
Shed has had some modification with platforms, and ventilators being 
removed but appears externally intact. The two offices externally appear as 
designed. The yard layout appears to be intact including the siding to the 
demolished Transship platform worker. 
 
The Goods Shed is likely a typical design by the architects but is a continuum 
of the earlier 19th century Goods Shed.   
 
Level of Significance  High - locally 
 
c. Context Qualities 
The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is 
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or 
physical setting. 
  
The place is associated with a wider historical theme of rail and goods 
transportation and the role of rail for manufacturers, the public and the 
economy from the 1950s to 1980s. The buildings have had a long and 
enduring association with NZ Railways. The buildings when taken together 
enhance the understanding of the wider site. 
  
More recently it has been associated with the Hamilton V8s. 
 
Level of Significance   High - regionally Commented [L2]: Change from moderate 
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d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
The shed and offices are typical in construction and technology of the late 
1940s- early 1950s. The Transship was considered advanced in operation 
for goods, but has been demolished. 
Level of Significance  Low 
 
e. Archaeological Qualities 
The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier        
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological 
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions. 
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New 
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand               
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as 
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 
The wider railway NIMT site is known to have been in use since 1877. The 
block of the yards may have had pre-1900 use as buildings show around 
1890-1910 in photographs. 
Level of Significance  Unknown 
 
f. Cultural Qualities 
The place or area is important or significant: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence 
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or 
(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or 
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high 

degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or 
events. 
The place was: 
(ii) As a context for the railway community identity, and provides evidence of 
historical continuity; and  
(iii) is likely to have some significance to people who have used it, or to the 
descendants of such people. The place or area has a high degree of 
interpretative potential to increase understanding of past rail activities, and is 
currently demonstrating a similar use with a large scale trucking company. 
Level of Significance   Medium 
 
g. Scientific Qualities 
The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how 
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to 
development. 
 
 Not applicable 
Level of Significance  None 
 
Comparative Analysis 
There are no other NZR Goods Sheds scheduled in Hamilton and no 
known NZR Goods Sheds on the main NIMT from Pukekohe to Te Kuiti. 
The last two NZR Goods Sheds (Frankton and Hamilton) were of the 19th 
century period and have been lost.  
The NZR Offices associated with NZR at the central city have been 
demolished. More modern sheds are found north at the Te Rapa 
Marshalling yards.  
• Rail Heritage New Zealand Listings are very limited for any post-1930s 
rail heritage and only a few Goods Sheds are currently listed subject to a 
future survey and update to their Register.  
• There are other NZR Goods Sheds which are likely similar to the 1950s 
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design. The sheds at Christchurch may be similar. There may also be 
Goods Sheds in the Wellington region designed by the same architects.. 
 
 

SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES 

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the 
following criteria: 

Heritage Criteria Significance Level 

a Historic Qualities High - regional 

b Physical/Aesthetic/ Architectural Qualities High -  local 

c Context Qualities High - regional 

d Technological Qualities Low/Unknown 

e Archaeological Qualities Unknown 

f Cultural Qualities Medium 

g Scientific Qualities None 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
The three former Frankton NZR buildings and the yards meet the 
threshold in the PDP for scheduling as a Rank B built heritage place. 

It is recommended that the place is included in Appendix 8A based on the 
following heritage qualities/values:  
 
a) Historic Qualities (high), b) Physical/Aesthetic /Architectural Qualities 
(medium),             and high values in c) Context or Group Values. 
 
Associated items are noted: 
Hamilton Railway Station 1975 
 
Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map 
 
Overall Level of Heritage significance  High as a group 

Commented [L3]: Altered from Moderate 

Commented [L4]: change 
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Sources for information:  

Williams, Lyn   “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a technical report for 
Hamilton City Council (Draft) 2021 

Gibbons, P.J. Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977 

Terry, J.A.T. “History of Signalling at Frankton railway”, unpublished 

Lafferty, B Frankton; from Farm to Inner City 2014 

Rail Heritage Trust of New Zealand archival drawings 

Scoble, Juliet (2010). "Names & Opening & Closing Dates of Railway 
Stations" (PDF). Rail Heritage Trust of New Zealand  

Scoble, Juliet. “Station Archive”, Rail Heritage Trust of New Zealand  

References: see end notes 

Form prepared:  20 06 2024 
 
Surveyor/ Researcher: Laura Kellaway/Lyn Williams 

Reviewer: 

Site visits: street viewing only 

Notes:  

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources, 
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the 
owner, it is recorded below.  

Interiors have not been assessed or condition of buildings and structures. 

Records have been retrieved where possible. 

 

 

 

i  Listed Goods Shed in Wellington region NIMT are private company designs. 
L.Kellaway 2022. 

ii Secondary branch line.  

iii Date not confirmed. 

iv E. Bradbury & Co. Raglan and Kawhia Districts 1915 page 43  

v   Waikato Argus 15 October 1907 

vi  Hamilton Jubilee 1928 p.53 

vii  Terry, J.A.T. “Research Notes No. 48”, NZ Railway Observer Winter, 1984 

viii  HCC Built Heritage Inventory Record Form H32 

http://www.railheritage.org.nz/assets/dates_and_names.pdf
http://www.railheritage.org.nz/assets/dates_and_names.pdf

