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NZR Underground Railway Platform 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 https://www.flickr.com/photos/51227209@N03/8393672149/in/photostream/ 

Location in city map 
 

 

Building/ Site Name: 
Former names: 

 
NZR Underground Railway Platform 

Address: 
 

Bryce/Ward/Anglesea Sts (below ground) 

 

District Plan Reference/ category: 
 

Legal Description: 
 

DPS 44218 [Lot 3 Strata] 

Zoning: 
 

Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC 
 

No 

 

 

 
Undated image.1 

 

Date/s of construction 
 

1964 

Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder: 
 

NZR/ Waite Tileman (Anglesea tunnel) 
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Associated Places 
Former Hamilton Railway station Scheduled H59 

Former Frankton Stationmaster’s House, Hamilton East 
NZR Goods complex (shed and offices) 
Frankton NZR Signal box (Minogue Park) H52 
NZR Railway Settlement Historic Area 
NIMT and ECMT 

 
 

 

Building type/s & Current use 
Hamilton Underground  
platform  
(former) Hamilton 
station   
unused/railway structure 
Visible materials & Heritage Fabric if known 

 
concrete, tiles, concrete pillars, ramps, concrete and timber seating, 
railway lines, concrete platform, overhead lighting 

 

Historical Background 
 

History/ Historic summary: 
The opening of the North Island Main Trunk railway through from 
Auckland to Frankton in 1877 was a major factor in Hamilton’s 
development, and Frankton became the rail junction for railways leading 
north-south and east. No longer considered remote, Hamilton attracted 
Auckland investment. Business confidence was raised, new jobs were 
created, trade increased, and the town began to prosper. The extension 
of rail lines to Te Kuiti in 1887 and to Rotorua and Thames in the 1890s 
opened up new markets for local produce. 

 

Major extensions to Frankton Junction railway station were approved in 
October 1907. After the North Island Main Trunk Line (NIMT) was 
completed from Auckland to Wellington, and formally opened in November 
1908, rail traffic greatly increased. The station, goods sheds and cattle yards 
were moved north, occupying the positions on which the stationmaster’s 
house and the loading bank stood. A central signal box was built to control 
all the lines (Waikato Argus 15 October 1907) 

 

 

Proposed Extent 
 

Includes entrance off Anglesea Street (Centreplace), entrance towards 
western end, platform, ramp, seating, tiling and any NZR signage. Extent 
should include all ramps and length of platform, shown dotted below, 
subject to viewing and documenting. 
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3 Hamilton Jubilee 1928 p.53 
4 Terry, J.A.T. “Research Notes No. 48”, NZ Railway Observer Winter, 1984 
5 HCC Built Heritage Inventory Record Form H32 

6 Thames Advertiser 8 February 1884 
7 NZ Herald 27 September 1884 
8 HCC Built Heritage Inventory H59 

was given its final upgrade and remained this way until 1964 when, after 
the new railway bridge was built and the railway line lowered, the station 
was abandoned with Frankton Junction becoming the main railway station 
for Hamilton. In 1969 the railway station building was relocated to the 
Waikato University to be used as a staff common room (H59, Schedule 8 
A, Operative District Plan, 2017).8 

The railway lines in the growing commercial and built-up area of Hamilton 
were a hazard and a nuisance to road traffic. Plans for lowering the line, 
following frequent suggestions made as early as 1912, finally eventuated 
with the lowering of the line begun in September 1959 and completed in 
September 1964. This necessitated a new lower railway bridge over the 
river; and road overbridges or tunnels at Lake Road, Seddon Road, 
Tristram, Anglesea and Victoria Streets and Memorial Drive-River Road. 
Claudelands Road was created at the eastern end of the railway bridge, 
passing under the new River Road overbridge. The entire line, between the 
river bank and the west side of Anglesea Street was fully covered in. The 
former railway bridge was converted to a road bridge. 

 

Included for the new line was an underground platform - Hamilton Central 
- situated between Ward and Bryce Streets. 

 

By 1928 Frankton Junction was probably the busiest rail junction in New 
Zealand, with from 76 to 80 trains handled daily, 36 of these being 
passenger trains.3 Two signal boxes were built in 1910; the larger one, the 
south signal box, held 70 levers, while one of the signal gantries was the 
largest in New Zealand.4 In 1927 the system changed from mechanically-
operated signals to electrically-operated.5 

A branch railway line from Frankton to Hamilton West opened on 20 
October 1879. A railway station, a small rectangular lean-to building with 
no verandah designed by the Public Works Department, was constructed 
near the corner of Ward and Selkirk [Anglesea] Streets. Initially there was a 
horse-drawn vehicle service between Hamilton Junction and Hamilton 
station. By April 1884 Hamilton Junction on the Main Trunk Line had been 
named Frankton Junction. The eastern railway crossed through the town 
intersecting Lake Road, Seddon Street and Victoria Street. At each location 
was a level crossing. Selkirk/Anglesea Streets and Hinemoa/Tristram 
Street did not cross the railway lines. A bridge was built over the river to 
take the eastern railway; the first locomotive crossed over it in early 
February 1884 as a test run.6 The Frankton Junction-Hamilton- 
Morrinsville line opened for traffic on 1 October, 1884.7 Hamilton- 
Cambridge railway line on 9 October 1884; it opened through to Rotorua 
in 1894. 

Over the years additions were made to the Hamilton station to try and 
keep up with the growth and demands of Hamilton and in 1924 the station 
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9 Rail Heritage Trust archive. Archive Plan 79346 
10 https://www.pinterest.nz/pin/underground-railway-station-hamilton-nz- 
forgotten-world--524317581609525131/ 

The new Transport Centre was opened in 2001 as the new home for the 
NZR Road Services buses and city buses across the road.  

 
 

The disused Hamilton station building sits above the new low-level platform. The 
bridge at right carries Selkirk Street, renamed Anglesea Street. 1965. Photographer 
Fred Booth. HCL_09872. 

 
 

The Hamilton platform 
 

In September 1964 the underground platform at Hamilton opened. By 
July 1975 the Hamilton platform was no longer used. It was part of the 
old Hamilton Transport Centre in Victoria Street which was constructed 

 

Hamilton Lowering 9 

 
 

 
Undated image of interior platform.10 

 
The Bus and Transport Centre including the opening to the platform and 
the NZR Engineers Office was closed and the buildings demolished. The Bus 
Depot entrance to the platform was closed off. The Warehouse sits on and 
above this site today. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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the building foundation to the full depth of the tunnel walls. Short 
lengths of the tunnel wall, 4 feet 6 inches long, were constructed in 
these shafts. The weight of the building was then transferred from the 
ground on which it lay to the completed wall sections by jacking and 
packing. Eventually, by stages, alternate sections of the tunnel were 
completed and were bearing the road of the building. At this stage the 
ground between the shaft was removed and the tunnel wall was 
completed along its full length. The building then stood on completely 
new foundations 23 feet deeper than before. This was done with no 
damage to the buildings, though one brick office block , which was 
seriously cracked from the outset, gave cause for concern at times.. At 
the completion of the tunnel walls, prestressed concrete planks were 
placed to form the roof, and the streets and lawns re-laid over the 
tunnel. 

“The Anglesea Street tunnel is of similar cut-and-cover construction to 
the Victoria Street tunnel. The contractor was Waite-Tileman Ltd. It also 
serves the Hamilton [in 1964 this was Hamilton; in 1975 the Frankton 
Main Trunk railway station was renamed “Hamilton”] station, the 
passenger platform being inside the tunnel, which can accommodate six 
cars. Locomotives would normally stand in the open at either end of the 
tunnel but generally all passenger services are worked by railcars. 

“The passenger platform [was) immediately adjacent to the Road 
Services bus station [now demolished] where booking, luggage, and 
refreshment facilities are provided. When the bus station was built … 
provision was made for the eventual lowering of the railway. 

 

by the Ministry of Works, and provided the centre for NZR railway and 
buses. The Hamilton Transport Centre included the Road Services parcel 
office, the terminal garage and the underground platform. 

 
It was recorded that: 

“At 0 miles 65 chains, track descends at a grade of 1 in 236. This section 
is double track until after the Lake Road overbridge is passed. From the 
bridge the line is single track. The bridge replaced a level crossing. 

“At Anglesea Street the first-cut-and cover tunnel commences, being 
330 feet in length and on a grade of 1 in 1,320. The tunnel provides the 
roof for the Hamilton passenger platform. 

“The platform continues into the open cutting to the second (Victoria 
Street) to the second cut-and- cover tunnel, which is 780 feet in length. 
The east portal of the tunnel is on the river bank where the grade 
becomes level. After the river crossing, River Road overbridge is passed, 
and a grade of 1 in 75 commences, to regain ground level at Grey Street 
and the entrance to Claudelands station at 1 mile 59 chains. 

“The first structure commenced was the Victoria Street tunnel, Willkins 
& Davies Construction Coy Ltd being the contractor. This is immediately 
adjacent to the existing railway on the south side. On the north side, the 
tunnel wall lies directly under existing office buildings. The ground was 
river sand, much shoring and timbering therefore being necessary to 
prevent damage to the railway or the buildings. 

“The tunnel was, 23 feet high, were constructed under the buildings by a 
process known as pit underpinning. Shafts were sunk at intervals under 
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PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023) 
 

8-1.1 Rankings of Significance 
 

Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been 
established as follows. 

 
Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance 
locally, regionally or nationally. 

 
Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally, 
regionally or nationally. 

 
The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built 
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A. 

• Outstanding significance. 
• High significance. 

• Medium significance. 
• Low significance. 
• None/No significance. 
• Un-assessed significance. 

The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based 
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place 
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or 
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A. 
While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually 
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or 

 

11 NZ Railway & Locomotive Society / Juliet Scoble – Wellington, 7/2017 

“A three-storey building [was] erected over the tunnel, and its ground 
floor [to] deal with the very considerable parcels traffic that is handled 
at Hamilton station. A goods lift and ramps connected the rail and bus 
platforms.”11 

The railway yard was used as a car park until the building of Downtown 
Mall (later named Centre Place) shopping mall in 1985. 
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hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required 
to determine overall significance. 

 
A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that 
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent 
Heritage New Zealand Listings. 

 
8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria 

increased population, increased business activities and greater 
reliance on motorised transport as the 20th century advanced. 

The platform was used by passengers for a very short time. 
It has been inaccessible since the 2000s. 
Recently the last of the old Hamilton entrance yard from Victoria Street 
and phoenix palms were removed. 

Level of significance High 

 
a. Historic Qualities 
The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an 
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important 
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends. 

The Hamilton NZR Underground Railway Platform has a direct association 
with or relationship to, an activity that is of historical significance to 
Hamilton, the Waikato and the Bay of Plenty. It was part of the 
services on the Eastern/Bay of Plenty ECMT railway line, a major 
route for passengers and freight. 

The Underground Railway Platform is associated with broad patterns of 
local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, early or important transportation routes, social 
or economic trends and activities. 

The railway station platform was located underground with two platforms 
from either end. It was not a station. The ticketing office was located 
in the Transport Centre (now demolished). 

The platforms are directly associated with lowering of the eastern railway 
line and the new railway bridge over the Waikato River as a measure 
to improve road traffic flows in central Hamilton, consequent on 

 

b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities 
The place or area is a notable or representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or 
(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or 
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 

 
Rare underground platform from 1964 designed by NZR. 
Only underground passenger platform in the Waikato and Bay of Plenty 
region. 
Integrity has been reduced by removal of the Transport Centre entrance 
and closure of Ward Street entrance. 

Level of significance High 

 

c. Context Qualities 
The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is 
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or 
physical setting. 
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e. Archaeological Qualities 

The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier 
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological 
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions. 
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New 
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand 
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as 
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 

 

 

 
Important setting and context as underground and is associated with the 
1880s NZR railway bridge. 

 
Context with the original Hamilton (city) Railway Station has been lost as 
recently removed historic station trees and the old entrance off Victoria 
Street south of Centreplace is to be built on. 

 
Lost both entrances and associated NZR Transport Centre. 

 
It contributes to a city that wanted the train out of the main street rather 
than underground. It is part of Hamilton folk-law. 

Level of significance Medium 

 

f. Cultural Qualities 
The place or area is important or significant: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence 
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or 
(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or 
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high 
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or 
events. 

 
Known to a number of Hamilton people it has achieved a cult status with 
trying to enter and as a ‘haunted place’. Has been extensively vandalised 
and videoed. 

 
Remains in the local memory. 

Level of significance Medium 

 

d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
It was uncommon for Hamilton but likely similar to other undergrounds. 

Level of significance Medium 
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Comparative Analysis 
 

● There is no other underground platform in the city or region. 
The comparison would need to be Auckland. 

 

Heritage Criteria Significance Level 

a Historic Qualities High 

b Physical/Aesthetic/ Architectural Qualities High 

c Context Qualities Medium 

d Technological Qualities Medium 

e Archaeological Qualities Unknown 

f Cultural Qualities Medium 

g Scientific Qualities None 

 

 

SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES 
 

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the 
following criteria: 

 

 
 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
The Hamilton Underground Platform was built in 1964 by NZR. Only 
underground railway platform in Hamilton City,   related to lowering of 
railway; beneath the site of Hamilton Station (former). It is of regional 
significance and comes under criteria of historic value, physical, context 
and cultural values. Is partially demolished at western end where 
entrance and old relic of NZR engineering. NZR Bus Services Centre which 
was an entrance was demolished. 

g. Scientific Qualities 
The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how 
the natural environment has influenced events, phases or activities related to 
development. 

 
 
Level of significance unknown- low 
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Sources for information: 
 

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River: A History of Hamilton Hamilton City Council 
1977 

 
Williams, Lynette “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a 
technical report (Draft) for Hamilton City Council 2021 

 
https://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news/124715107/underground- 
rail-station-in-central-hamilton-could-be-resurrected-as-part-of-major- 
mall-revamp 

 
Rail Heritage Trust of New Zealand – archives, Wellington 

 
Form prepared 2023 
Surveyor/ Researcher: Lyn Williams, Laura Kellaway; Assessor L 
Kellaway 

 
No site visits (only by train) 

 
 

Notes: 
 

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources, 
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the 
owner, it is recorded below. 

 
Interiors have not been assessed or condition of buildings. 

Records have been retrieved where possible 

Cultural status. 
 

Meets Ranking B under a, and b, of regional significance. 
 

Note this is an interior, assumed publically owned by Railways 
Corporation. 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

The Hamilton Underground Platform meets the threshold in the PDP for 
scheduling as a Rank B built heritage place. 

 
It is recommended that the place is included in Appendix 8A based on the 
following heritage qualities/values: 

 
a) Historic Qualities, b) Physical/Aesthetic / Architectural Qualities . 

 
Associated items are noted. 

 
Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map 

Overall Level of Heritage significance High 
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