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Building/ Site Name:  
Former names: 
 
Dame Hilda Ross Fountain 
Founders Theatre Fountain 
 
Address: 
229 Tristram Street 
 
 
 

 
Dame Hilda Ross Memorial Fountain in 2022. 1 
 

 
1 L Kellaway image 

Location in city map 
 

 
The fountain is near the Tristram Street boundary of the site of the Founders 
Theatre (now demolished). 
 
 District Plan Reference/ category: 
 
 
Legal Description:  
Section 2 SO 57554; Local Purpose Reserve (Civic Centre) NZGZ 1989 p 
1126 
 
Zoning: 
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Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC 
Founders Memorial Theatre( place) nominated Heritage NZ (demolished 
2024) 
 
 
 

Date/s of construction 
1964 
 
Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder: 
 
White, Leigh, de Lisle and Fraser (design and supervision)  
Building Contractors Hawkins Construction Ltd, W.B Young Ltd 
Building type/s & Current use  
fountain/ fountain and pools 
 
Visible materials & Heritage Fabric if known 
 
concrete and ceramic tiles, memorial plaques on side wall, concrete 
pavers, brass pipe work, machine plant, water 

 

Proposed Extent 
 
Section 2 SO 57554; Local Purpose Reserve (Civic Centre) NZGZ 1989 p 
1126, in part, to extent of concrete pavement including steps and 
landscaping as shown. Includes all three fountains, associated pools and 

plant, and surrounding hard built landscape. 

 

The extent is the purple overlay (as per recommendation by HCC).. 

 

 

Associated Places 
Founders Memorial Theatre (demolished) 
Centennial Fountain, Boyes Park 
 
 

Commented [L2]:  Change to etent as porposed by HCC 
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Historical Background  
History 
 
In the 1960s the site for a new theatre was specifically chosen, set in the 
1864 reserve belt. Prior to 1864 the lands formed part of the home of 
Ngaati Maahanga, Ngaati Wairere, Ngaati Hauaa, Ngati Tamainupoo and 
Ngaati Korokii.  
 
In 1865 the land was surveyed, and a permanent green town belt was 
placed along the full length of the western side of the proposed Hamilton 
West town, which included the land the theatre is on. 
The town belt is a reserve, and as such for many generations was not built 
on. 

 A 
1951 aerial photograph of the town belt, including the future Founders site. In 
the centre; between Mill Street and Rostrevor Street is Hinemoa Park.  
HCL_04525  

 
In the early 1960s the new memorial theatre was being planned, with the 
site selected, rather than the old town hall site on Victoria Street. 
 
Aubrey de Lisle was commissioned to design a pool and fountains, which 
framed the entrance to the theatre and provided a pool for children to 
paddle in. Its distinctive three open shallow cup forms spill into a large 
rectangular pond. It was dedicated to Dame Hilda Ross, Hamilton’s first 
woman councillor. 
 
The design included landscaping and the setting for the Waikato’s first 
regional theatre, with the fountain an important focal point but also civic 
facility for the public and children. 
 
The Dame Hilda Ross Fountain remains one of Hamilton’s two surviving 
city fountains, and the only Aubrey de Lisle fountain, with Aubrey’s 
Modernist Garden Place pool now removed. 
 
Hamilton architects Aubrey and Mary de Lisle had travelled to England 
and the USA to visit new civic facilities and inform both the design of the 
theatre and develop their interest in landscape. Both were significant 
Waikato architects. 
 
Dame Hilda Ross was an important person in Hamilton history. She was 
elected to the Waikato Hospital Board (1941) and the Hamilton Borough 
Council (1944). She was Deputy Mayor of Hamilton in 1945. Following the 
death of the incumbent MP for Hamilton, Frank Findlay, she won the 
1945 by-election to represent the electorate in the New Zealand 
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Parliament, where she remained until her death 14 years later in 1959. As 
MP she held various posts in the first National Government, including 
Member of the Executive Council (1949–1957), Minister of Social Security 
(1957), Minister of Welfare of Women and Children (1949–1957), and 
Minister of Child Welfare (1954–1957). 2 

In 1952, she was appointed as a Commander of the Order of St John. Ross 
was appointed a Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 
the 1956 New Year Honours.[5][12] She died on 6 March 1959 in Hamilton.3  

 

 
Dame Hilda Ross Memorial Fountain in 1964.4 
 

 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_Ross 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_Ross 
4 NZIA Journal Augst 1964 

 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

Waikato Heritage Group  BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM      DAME HILDA ROSS FOUNTAIN                                                    WHG176 

 

5 
August 2024 

 
Site plan drawn by architects with Dame Hilda Ross Fountain to left (south) of the 
Hamilton Founders Memorial Theatre.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5 NZIA Journal August 1964 

PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023)  

8-1.1 Rankings of Significance 
 
Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been 
established as follows. 
 
Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance 
locally, regionally or nationally. 
 
Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally, 
regionally or nationally. 
 
The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built 
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A. 

• Outstanding significance. 
• High significance. 
• Medium significance. 
• Low significance. 
• None/No significance. 
• Un-assessed significance. 

 
The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based 
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place 
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or 
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.  
While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually 
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or 
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required 
to determine overall significance. 
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A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that 
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent 
Heritage New Zealand Listings. 
 
8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria 
 
a. Historic Qualities 
The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an 
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important 
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends. 
 

Associative value: Dame Hilda Ross Fountain has a direct relationship 
with the regionally significant Hamilton Founders Memorial Theatre  
(demolished 2024) and is an integral part of the theatre design 
completed by Aubrey de Lisle, a leading Waikato Modernist architect. 
It is also related directly to the activity of playing in water and 
marking important buildings by built landscape architecture. It is of 
historical significance to Hamilton, and the Waikato. It is not known if 
there are other 1960s civic fountains of a similar period. It predates 
the Christchurch Town Hall’s Ferris Fountain. 

It is directly associated with Dame Hilda Ross, who was an important 
figure in the council, civic activities, philanthropic activities and 
Hamilton cultural life. 

Historical pattern: The Historic Place is associated with broad patterns of 
regional history, including development of important social activities. 
It is part of a landscape architecture tradition to provide civic 
facilities. 

 
 
Level of significance High 

b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities 
The place or area is a notable or representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or 
(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or 
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 
 
The design is unique in Hamilton and includes three elegant shallow 
water bowls set within a tiered large pool, with an open form fountain in 
the southern pool. It includes tiered seating utilising the steps and large 
concrete pavers to provide a frame to the design. There is also a 
memorial plaque on the adjacent wall which is integral to the fountain. 
 
The architect Aubrey de Lisle was very skilled and familiar with 
international design, and incorporated landscaping as an integral part of 
the design of the overall site, setting the building and fountain within a 
park setting. Aubrey de Lisle was a significant Waikato Modernist 
architect and the firm was known as the council’s architects for many 
decades. 
 
Important elements include the two layouts and materials, and individual 
elements including the paved area. There is also the memorial. In 
addition several benches6 are placed in the fountain area, which appear 
to date from the original period and should be further investigated and if 
part of de Lisle’s design be retained within the setting of the fountain. 
 

 
6 These may have been taken from another site. History needs to be established. 
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There could be some technological value associated with the workings of 
the fountain system. It has a high degree of integrity in design, materiality 
and setting. 
 
It is a rare civic landscape design and fountain of the 20th century within 
Hamilton City. 
 
Level of significance  High 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Context Qualities 
The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is 
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or 
physical setting. 
  
 
The setting and context are integral to forming the ideal of a civic building 
set in a park, designed to be seen from many views with the fountain 
orientating the front entrance and serving as a marker. 
 
The landmark and landscape value of the fountain is high and has been a 
marker for almost sixty years. 
 
It had high regional group value with the theatre. 
 
Level of significance  Medium  
 
 
d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
 
 
 
 
Level of significance  Medium 
 
 
 

Commented [L4]: change on account of demoilition of theatre 
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e. Archaeological Qualities 
The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier 
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological 
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions. 
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New 
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand 
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as 
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 
 
From 1864 the lands have been reserve town belt, with no building until 
1960s. Prior to the land confiscations these lands belonged to Ngaati 
Maahanga, Ngaati Wairere, Ngaati Hauaa, Ngati Tamainupoo and Ngaati 
Korokii.  
Archaeology is possible although extensive earthworks would have been 
undertaken in the 1960s development of the site. 

Level of significance  Unknown 
 
f. Cultural Qualities 
The place or area is important or significant: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence 
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or 
(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or 
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high 
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or 
events. 
 
 
The fountain and its pools are held in high regard by the Hamilton 
community despite lack of use for the last few years. They are directly 
associated with children from the 1960s to 2010s who have played in the 

water, and late-night adventures of teenagers. 

It forms part of the identity of Hamilton and has commemorative value 
marking the significance of Dame Hilda Ross and her contributions to the 
Waikato and to the opening of the Hamilton Founders Memorial Theatre. 

It forms part of the historic 1860s parks which are still in place although 
built on to an extent. It is a well-loved part of Hamilton’s built landscape. 

Further research on its significance as part of New Zealand’s heritage 
landscape is required. 

Level of significance  High 
 
 
g. Scientific Qualities 
The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how 
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to 
development. 
 
 
Level of significance  None 
 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 

● Look for existing scheduled if possible - no scheduled items 

● another similar type elsewhere- Centennial Fountain 

● others by same per- Garden Place- but substantially demolished   
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SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES 

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the 
following criteria: 

Heritage Criteria Significance Level 

a Historic Qualities High 

b Physical/Aesthetic/ 
Architectural Qualities 

High 

c Context Qualities Medium 

d Technological Qualities Medium 

e Archaeological Qualities Unknown 

f Cultural Qualities High 

g Scientific Qualities Unknown 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
The Dame Hilda Ross Memorial fountain was designed by Aubrey de Lisle 
to commemorate Dame Hilda Ross and as part of the designed landscape 
of the Hamilton Founders Memorial Theatre for Hamilton’s early settlers.  
Associated as an integral and significant part of the regionally significant 
Hamilton Founders Memorial Theatre designed by White, Leigh, de Lisle 



 

Waikato Heritage Group  BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM      DAME HILDA ROSS FOUNTAIN                                                    WHG176 

 

10 
August 2024 

and Fraser. One of the iconic symbols of Hamilton and one of three 
Modernist fountains associated with Hamilton’s naming as Fountain City. 
One of three significant city fountains which includes Founders Fountain 
[de Lisle] and demolished Garden Place Fountain [de Lisle], and the 
Centennial Fountain (1978) in Boyes Park. Important heritage landscape 
which includes the pools, foundations and landscaped area. Symbolic of 
the regional theatre and loved by generations of children who visited the 
regional theatre from 1964 to the 2010s. 

It is one of two Modernist fountains of significance to Hamilton city. It is 
part of a significant historic Hamilton landscape. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
Ranking as B under criteria a, b, c and f. 

A report by a heritage landscape architect is recommended to establish 
heritage landscape values, and provide a conservation plan and 
conservation policy, and appropriate repairs. 

 

Overall Level of Heritage significance  High 
 

 

Sources for information:  

Williams, Lynette   “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a 
technical report for Hamilton City Council 2021 (Draft) 

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River 1977 

Richard Knott Heritage Assessment for HHC on Founders Theatre 

Aubrey de Lisle: oral interview, list of his works 

Waikato Times articles 

NZIA journals re Founders Theatre 

Form prepared 2023 
Surveyor/ Researcher: Lyn Williams; Laura Kellaway; Assessor L Kellaway 

Site visit: November 2022 

Revised Form prepared June 2024  
Surveyor/ Researcher: Lyn Williams; Laura Kellaway; Assessor L Kellaway 
 

 

 


