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Building/ Site Name:
Former names:

Parr House

Staff House

Address:
103 Memorial Drive, (in Parana Park)

Location in city map
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The Parr house is just below the red pin. Google Maps 2024
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District Plan Reference/ category:

NA
Legal Description:

Pt Allotment 219 Parish of Kirikiriroa

Zoning:

Destination Open Space Zone

Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC

HNZPT -no
NZAA -no but known pre-1900 site
HCC - no

Date/s of Construction

circa 1906-1907*
demolition of old shed (undated)

Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder/Tradespeople:
Possibly Fred E Smith architect’

Building Type/s & Current Use
Residence/Residence

Visible Materials & Heritage Fabric if known

Main house: in vertical board and batten along with metal profiled siding
with asphalt finish and vertical rib profile (non-heritage fabric (nhf)),
timber joinery of casement windows and coloured glassincluding
fanlights with leadlights and coloured glass, bifold window, old hardware,

concrete coal bin with tin lid, vertical Hardigrove to gables, window

hoods on brackets, timber verandah posts (boxed in) and floor, chimney,
steps at front, concrete steps at rear, colorsteel roof, balustrade to front
verandah, horizontal painted weatherboard on wall under verandah and
vertical board and batten, TGV painted verandah ceiling, soffits, original
lining of verandah wall with vertical tgv boarding with modern tin cladding
over the top of balustrade, timber verandah capping, painted panel
wooden french doors with glazing, Hardie sheet with metal vents sub-
floor cdladding, metal handrail (nhf), pvc downpipes (nhf), rear deck
addition (nhf), rear concrete steps

Interior: board and batten kauri ceilings with roses and cornice, modern
staircase, timber joinery trim and skirtings, old cast iron bath (hf), two fire
places with brick mantels (c1940s). Upstairs: telephone cubby, attic door
glazed, copper header tank in attic, modern kitchen joinery, old window
hardware

Washhouse:- gable building with narrow weatherboard painted, timber
frame with timber floor, coloursteel roof, solid panel doors with old
hardware, lean-to on building for wc with vertical panel door, Edina toilet
cistern (hf)

Lost fabric: Old garden shed (on north boundary)

1 Photographs indicate by 1907

Proposed Extent

Extent should include all the legal description, with exclusions as per
recommendation by [HCC}.
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At a minimum, Extent to incdude house and old washhouse outbuilding, Notable trees Parana Park
the coal bin against house, and trees that are dated as over 100 years, Parana Memorial bridge
driveway off Memorial Drive and entrance. There may also be historic Tree plantings throughout city — Beautifying Society

berms, kerbing, etcifrelated to heritage values.

Historical Background

Background history
Land ownerships and Owners

Prior to the land confiscations of 1864 the general area was occupied by
Waikato iwi. Ngaati Pakekirangi’s Te Taraahi paa was situated near to what
is now the junction of Memorial Drive and Anzac Parade, and the natural
terrace on which Parr House stands was cultivated by Maori, as per oral
tradition and the 1864 survey map (SO 201) that is marked “Old Native
Cultivation” across the area. Opoia Paa was situated a few hundred metres
downstream.

When the first surveys were undertaken after the confiscations in 1864
the subject property was part of that designated as Allotment 219 Parish
of Kirikiriroa and granted to Colonel Moule as his rural 400 acres militia
grant. It lay outside the Town of Hamilton East (SO 201), the Puutikitiki
Stream [Gibbons Creek] forming the boundary.

Google maps 2024 Ownership passed from Moule to Francis Claude in 1868, but Claude did
not include the three acres of land to the south of the parcels along Riro
Street in his Township of Claudelands in 1879 (DP 79); this was apparently

Associated Places a surveyor’s error. In 1894 the Registrar of the Supreme Court put up for
Mrs Parr’s home (YWCA) scheduled HCC sale the three acres of Allotment 219 that lay between the boundary of
Parana Park Township of Claudelands and the Puutikitiki Stream." The subject property
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was acquired by George Parr. He had it surveyed in May 1902 as plan DP
3439; this was approved in June 1905 and title SA128/41 was issued to
Parr. The three acres was roughly triangular in plan, bounded on the west
by the Waikato River and on the east by the Puutikitiki. At that time the
property was within the rohe of Waikato County Council, not Hamilton
Borough.
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DP 3439 surveyed in 1902 for George Parr, shows the 3-acre parcel of Allotment
219.

The date of construction of the house has not been established, but the
house shows in a 1907 photograph (HCL_00957). In 1916 Parr gave his
address as River Road, the first resident from the south end (this southern
section of Memorial Drive was first named River Road). A c¢.1915

photograph shows the house with no trees obscuring the view to the river.

This 1907 view from the Union Bridge with the Hamilton Rowing Club building in
the foreground shows Parr’s house on the east bank of the river. (See below for
cropped image.) HCL_00957

The house as it appeared in 1907, with no planting close to the house. HCL_00957
(cropped)

In 1924 the sanitary drainer W Fotheringham and the plumber JE
Hammond & Co. applied for a building permit to install 94 feet of drains, a
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WC and to lay water to a tap for hose and WC. The WC was part of an
external small building."

The title shows that after Parr’s death in 1929 ownership passed through
the Public Trustee to the Mayor, councillors and burgesses of the
Hamilton Borough Council on 30 July 1929." This was in accordance with
Parr’s will. It was the first bequest of property the council had received.’
Parr also desired that the remainder of the land be converted into a
children’s playground and be known as Parana Park.”

Parr bequeathed the house “together with such land as the Hamilton
Borough Coundil shall think necessary, for a children’s convalescent home
for patients from Waikato Hospital”. However the house was deemed
unsuitable for that purpose, and the council has rented it out after the
Hamilton City (Parana Park) Empowering Act 1958 allowed for this to
happen. The housessits in the corner of Parana Park.

Parana Park was opened early in 1932, after the Hamilton Beautifying
Society had laid it out in grass, with a punga rest-house, a paddling pool
and aviary. The Beautifying Society maintained the park, its amenities and
gardens. Annie McPherson bequeathed £2000-3000 to the Hamilton
Beautifying Society which was used in the Soldiers’ Memorial Park and
Parana Park. The memorial bridge, designed by Hamilton architects
Edgecumbe and White, was erected as a memorial to both Annie
McPherson and George Parr in recognition of their involvement with the
society and their philanthropy. Parana Park and the house section include
some trees that would have been planted by Parr.

Wakato Ryver. H hwitnr\\‘.“ :

Parr’s house is visible across the Waikato River from the Ferrybank. Possibly dates
to a moderate flood in early April 1915. HCL_01256

Parr’s house was described in 1929 as “a large, single-storeyed structure,
is in an excellent state of preservation ...[that] ... stands well back from the

» vii

street in a spacious garden and is secluded by trees and shrubs”.

The Hamilton Beautifying Society took on the work of developing Parana
Park, laying down grass and constructing amenities such as a punga rest-
house, a paddling pool for children and an aviary, as well as planting
flower beds, trees and shrubs."" Parana Park was opened in 1932 and has
provided a “beautiful and picturesque” place forlocals and visitors, as well
as for children to play.™ It remains a favourite destination for passive
recreation.
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Commemorative plaque to George Parr on the Memorial Bridge. Photo: Lyn
Williams

Architects and Builders

The available records are sparse however Fred E Smith tendered for a
house in Hamilton East at this time and may be the architect, based on the
timing and design. He was the first full-time architect in Hamilton and
arrived in 1903. There are no other tenders identifiable with this time.
There is no permit record.

Fred E Smith is noted for his residence in Hillcrest and a number of
Hamilton buildings which indude Howden’s Jewellers. He was designing a
number of houses and cottages for the town’s development and was also
probably the architect for Mrs Lily Parr’s original home prior to the
changes by FC Daniell. He was renowned for his work on the Frankton N Z
Co-operative Dairy Factory site, and buildings in the main street of

Hamilton West.
No builderisidentified.
Associated people and events

The place is associated with George Parr and Annie Mc Pherson who were
both involved in the Beautifying Society. George Parr is directly associated
with his gift to the town of the house and its grounds for a children’s park.

George Parr (1869-1929) came from England as a boy with his parents and
grew up in Hamilton. In 1896 George and his brother Robert took over
their father’s agricultural supplies store, re-naming it Parr Bros. The
business did well, and in about 1912 they shifted premises from the
corner of Victoriaand Hood Streets to further along Hood Street. Parr was
prominent in Hamilton activities — he was on the Library Ball committee in
1902; on the general library committee; a member of the Dramatic Club,
Vice-Captain of the Rowing Club in 1903; on the dairy committee of the
Waikato Winter Show in 1909, and on the Hamilton Licensing Bench.
During the 1920s he represented Waikato on the Auckland Harbour Board
and was the government-appointed member of the Fire Board.

Parr was a member of the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce, its president
from 1914 to 1915 and 1919 to 1922, and its first Life Member. One of
Parr’s pet projects was the Waikato to Waiuku canal, to create a short,
safer route into the Manukau Harbour. He also supported the idea of a
railway from Hamilton to Raglan. Parr’s contribution to Parana Park is
commemorated in the Memorial Bridge, a footbridge that crosses the
Puutikitiki Stream to access Memorial Park. One obituary described him as
“a highly-respected and public-spirited citizen of Hamilton”; another that
he was “keenly in favour of any movement which would aid the progress
of the town and district.”

Date: August 2024

WHG 187




Waikato Heritage Group BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM PARR HOUSE PARANA PARK

Gege Parr. New Zealad Herald, 27 February 1929

Construction

The house was constructed some time between 1906 and 1907. Parr gave
his address in the electoral rolls as Victoria Street in 1911 and 1914, Box
136 in 1919 and 1922; and 3 River Road in the 1916 Directory.

In 1924 a permit was issued by HBC for plumbing improvements.

The house was described in 1929 as a well-built seven-roomed house;
along with the three acres it was valued at £3000."

Waikato Times, 5 March 1929. Photographer: George Cartwright

The home faced the river and was sited at the edge of the river rather
than on the road. The entrance came down alongside the stream. A
bungalow in style, the single-storey home had an attic space in the ceiling,
with windows at each end. The gabled roofs were clad in corrugated iron.
Exposed rafters were details followed through in the window hoods. There
was a wide sleeping porch facing the river at the entrance to the house. It
was clad in weatherboard, as was the associated outbuilding which had
the laundry and wec. There are both leadlights and coloured patterned
glass in the fanlights, with timber casements. The entry is through a side
door rather than a central door.

Inside are the seven rooms which include a reception room. There are
fireplaces although modified. The interior ground floor has a number of
original elements although the kitchen fireplace has been replaced and a
modern kitchen installed in the old scullery. There are two french doors
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from the living area to front verandah.

The rear door leads to the coal bunker and the outbuilding. The
outbuilding is unlined and appears to be a washhouse with a lean-towcto
the south.

Substantial trees line the old property and have been previously identified
and include notable trees. The creek forms the southern boundary and
the river the western boundary. In the 1910s-1920s this was the only
house on the block that wasto become the Memorial and Parana Park.

Changes to place including use

Changes are the removal of the old outbuilding on the northern boundary,
which may pre date the house.

The porch has been extended. The house has been re-clad circa 1970s-80s
with panel and batten above the foundation line and metal sheathing
including the balustrade. The timber balustrade appears to be under the
sheathing. Itis unclear if the weatherboards remain.

There have been changes to the fireplaces and to the kitchen, and
bathroom.

The section has been replanted, and it is unclear what remains of any
historicitems.

Side view of the house 22 April 2024. Lyn Williams.
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PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023)
8-1.1 Rankings of Significance

Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been
established as follows.

Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance
locally, regionally or nationally.

Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally,
regionally or nationally.

The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built
heritage places shall be considered forinclusion on Schedule 8A.

e  Qutstanding significance.

*  High significance.

*  Medium significance.

* Low significance.

*  None/No significance.

* Un-assessed significance.

The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.

While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required
to determine overall significance.

A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent
Heritage New Zealand Listings.

8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria

a. Historic Qualities

The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends.

The historic place has a direct association with George Parr, a Hamilton
businessman and benefactor who was greatly involved with the
development of Hamilton from the 1880s until his death in 1929; he was a
member and president of the Hamilton Chamber of Commerce and other
local business, social and recreational associations. Parr Bros., the
business he owned with his brother Robert, was considered to be the
“oldest established grocery and ironmongery firm in Hamilton” in 1921.X"
The historicplaceis associated with important patterns of local history,
including development and settlement patterns, and the incorporation of
tree plantings. As part of Parana Park, gifted by Parr, it has animportance
as a specific form of gift to children of which the house was to be a
children’s convalescent hospital, which was a theme in both Hamilton and
Cambridge.

Level of Significance  High

b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities

The place or area is a notable or representative example of:

(i) Asignificant development period or activity; and/or

(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or

(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder.

The style of the historic place is representative of a significant
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development period in the city, however is modified by the modern
cladding. It is undlear if the old weatherboards remain. The historic place
has distinctive attributes of an aesthetic nature which include its design,
form, scale , style, and craftsmanship. The form is intact and details such
as the leadlights remain, however the recent modifications have affected
the overall design,

Internally the ground floor is reasonably intact apart form the attic stair
and kitchen.

If a Fred E Smith design it would be a rare example of residential design in
the city. Flaxdale (recently relocated from Rototuna) was designed by Fred
E Smith and his own home at 129 Hillcrest Road which is scheduled. The
architect made a significant contribution to Hamilton.

Parr House is only one of a few homes within city parks with the
caretaker’s cottage in the adjacent Memorial Park now the only other
example "

house has been hidden form view with large fences for many years as
privacy for a rental home. It is part of an important physical setting which
includes the planting, the bridge and park. The large trees are directly
associated with Parr’'s home and give a wider context to the place as
landscape heritage.

Itis part of a now rare group of civic houses set within council parks.

Level of Significance  [High|

d. Technological Qualities

The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building
technique.

Level of Significance Medium

It does have a good set of leadlights which are well crafted however there
has been some replacements. Generally not applicable.

Level of Significance Low

c. Context Qualities

The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or
physical setting.

Parr House stands in its original context of the 3-acre property owned by
George Parr and later gifted by him to the borough as Parana Park. It sits
amongst trees that were probably planted by Parr, a continuum with the
treesinthe surrounding park that was developed after his death. The
house s situated on the east bank of the Waikato River

The place was a landmark and Parana Park is well known, however the

e. Archaeological Qualities

The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions.
For example, but not limited to: The place orarea is registered by Heritage New
Zealandfor its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

None recorded but the general area is the site of several activities of
potential archaeological interest. The natural terrace on which the house
sits was cultivated by Maori, as per oral tradition and the 1864 survey map
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(SO 201) that is marked “Old Native Cultivation” through the area. The
stream contains deposits of kokowai (red ochre, haematite) but it is not
known whether this was exploited by Tangata Whenua. The river edge to
the south of the house was the landing place for the 4™ Waikato Regiment
in August 1864 and subsequently for the punt that serviced the militia and
settlers on the east bank. Puutikitiki Stream (Gibbons Creek) was adjacent
to the tramway that formed part of the access to Ebenezer Gibbons's
sawmill in 1864-1868. The river terrace was the site of a flax mill during
the late 19™ century, with buildings and drying frames and the mill’s
activities may have extended north of the stream.

g. Scientific Qualities

The potential for the place orarea to contribute scientific information about how
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to
development.

Level of Significance  Unknown

Comparative Analysis

Level of Significance  Unknown

f. Cultural Qualities

The place or area is im portant or significant:

(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or

(i) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or

(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or
events.

Until the house was fenced off the home was likely associated with Parr
and his gift as Parana Park was developed in the 1930s. Many council staff
have rented the place as a family home for almost 90 years.

The place and its associated park have a high degree of interpretative
potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles and events. There has
been no recognition or interpretation to date.

e Thereare noscheduled council cottages in parks however the
caretaker cottage in Memorial Park is a comparison. This cottage
however has no direct association with a private owner and was
designed as a caretaker’s cottage. It is also much younger in design
and has unusual concrete construction.

e Parana Park Memorial Bridge is directly associated but a different
type of structure; it is not scheduled, but is proposed by WHG.

e If a Fred E Smith design then the comparison would be the
scheduled FE Smith house at 129 Cambridge Road. This however is
an elaborate bungalow and has many decorative features, but the
interior does have some similarities.

Medium

Level of Significance
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SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the
following criteria:

Heritage Criteria Significance Level

a Historic Qualities High

b Physical/ Aesthetic/ Medium

Architectural Qualities

¢ Context Qualities High

d Technological Qualities | Low

e Archaeological Qualities | Unknown
f Cultural Qualities Medium
g Scientific Qualities None

While the house cdadding has been modified, the bungalow still is dearly
identifiable from early images and has a floor plan that demonstrates the
changes from a villa towards transitional design, with the house facing
the river and not the street. The setting is particularly important as the
boundaries of Parana Park are the boundaries of Parr’s estate, and within
the site are established trees which date from his ownership, as he
transformed the site from a bare paddock. The place has high historical
values.

The land has earlier histories and is part of a wider site that has known
activities. It is associated with the Memorial Bridge (WHG 188) which is
within the original site and the 1930 Parana Children’s Park which forms
thesame extent.

It is one of two historic homes identified with the Parr family (YWCA
H137), and part of an important gifted public park.

Although in council staff use and hidden within the park, it has the
potential to demonstrate the role of Parr and the history of his gift - the
park.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The residence and its park setting belonged to George Parr, who was an
important Hamilton merchant and businessman. Parr donated his estate -
both the house and land - to the children of Hamilton; it became Parana
Park.

RECOMMENDATION

Parr House meets the threshold in the PDP for schedulingas a Rank B built
heritage place.

It isrecommended that the place is incduded in Appendix 8A based on the
following heritage qualities/values:

a) Historic Qualities and c) Context or Group Values: [high]

| -~ {Comment [L3]: adjusted

)

Associated items are noted:

Date: August 2024

12



Waikato Heritage Group BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM PARR HOUSE PARANA PARK WHG 187

Parana Park Sources for information:

Parana Memorial bridge

Mrs Parr’s house (YWCA) Williams, Lyn “AThematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a technical report for
F. E Smith House Waipahihi (likely) Hamilton City Council (Draft) 2021

) ) Gibbons, PJ Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977
Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map

References: see end notes

Overall Level of Heritage significance High locally

Form prepared: 28 06 2024 (proposed revised criteria 2023)
Surveyor/ Researcher: Laura Kellaway/Lyn Williams

Reviewer:

Site visits: April 2024 with Elise Caddigan HCC (interiors included)

Notes:

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources,
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the
owner, it is recorded below.

Records have been retrieved where possible.
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i Permit and tender information is limited. A residence is tendered in this
period inthis area by F,E. Smith but does not reference Parr.
i Auckland Star 15 February 1894 p.8
i HCC building consent for 3 River Rd, owner G Parr, 16 June 1924
iv SA128/41
v Waikato Times 5 March 1929 p.8
vi NZ Herald 4 March 1929
vii  NZ Herald 4 March 1929
viii NZ Herald 6January 1932
ix Waikato Times 9 February 1937 p.3
X Auckland Star 2 March 1929; Franklin Times 27 February 1929 p.4
xi  Waikato Times 5 March 1929 p.8
xii  Waikato Times 14 March 1921 p.4
xii The cottage at the HBC Nursery is within the nursery.
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