
Waikato Heritage Group  BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM   Parana Park Memorial Bridge                                         WHG 188 

 

 
WHG PC9 2024        1 
         

Building/ Site Name:  
 
Parana Park Memorial Bridge 
Former name: Annie McPherson Memorial Bridge 
 
Address: 
57 and 103 Memorial Drive, Hamilton [Memorial Park, Parana Park] 
 

 
The Memorial Bridge as viewed from the Parana Park side. Photo: Lyn Williams 

 
 

Location in city map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 District Plan Reference/ category: 
NA 
 
Legal Description:  
Pt Allotment 219 Parish of Kirikiriroa and Pt Allotment 417 Town of 
Hamilton East 
 
Zoning: 
 
Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC 
Known pre-1900 site 
 
Date/s of construction 
1932-33 
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Architect /Designer/ Engineer/Builder: 
Designer: Edgecumbe and White 
Builders: Street & Street Ltd; Kossacks and Curling 
 
Building type/s & Current use  
Built Landscape item, Pedestrian Bridge 
 
Visible materials & Heritage Fabric if known 
Limestone, concrete, two marble plaques 
 
Proposed Extent 

 
Extent includes its footings on either side of Puutikitki Stream/Gibbons Creek. 
South-eastern steps and path should be considered part of extent, but exclude 
modern stairs on northern side.  
Setting includes Gibbons Creek and immediate plantings. Extent shown as purple 
overlay on image supplied by HCC. 

 
Associated Places 
Parana Park 
Memorial Park 
Parr House (103 Memorial Drive) (proposed scheduling) 
Annie McPherson House (705A Grey St) 
Innes Arch (proposed scheduling) 
Swarbrick Memorial Arch 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commented [L1]: Extent as per recommendation bt HCC 
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Historical Background   
The natural terrace on which the bridge stands was cultivated by Maori, 
as per oral tradition and the 1864 survey map (SO 201) that is marked 
“Old Native Cultivation” through the area. The stream contains deposits 
of kokowai (red ochre, haematite) but it is not known whether this was 
exploited by Tangata Whenua. The river edge to the south-west of the 
bridge was the landing place for the 4th Waikato Regiment in August 1864 
and subsequently for the punt that serviced the militia and settlers on the 
east bank. The bridge spans Gibbons Creek (Puutikitiki Stream) which was 
adjacent to the tramway that formed part of the access to Ebenezer 
Gibbons’s sawmill in 1864-1868. The terrace was the site of a flax mill 
during the late 19th century. 
 
The memorial bridge that connects Parana Park to Memorial Park over 
the Puutikitiki was constructed in 1932-33 by the Hamilton Beautifying 
Society to commemorate Annie McPherson and George Parr in 
recognition of their involvement with the society and their philanthropy. 
During the planning stage it was described as the Annie McPherson 
Bridge.  
 
In 1919 Kowhai Bank, an area on the east side of the Waikato River just 
downstream from the Traffic Bridge, was being referred to as Soldiers’ 
Memorial Park, but it was another couple of years before a plan was 
underway to plant a tree in honour of each soldier killed. Early in 1920 the 
Hamilton Beautifying Society started a fundraising campaign but adequate 
funds were not forthcoming. Soldiers’ Memorial Park was established in 
1922 with 200 or so trees planted as living memorials, and as the Waikato 
Times put it on 9 April 1921, as “a perpetual reminder to generations still 
unborn that during the great world-shaking events of 1914-18 the young 
manhood of this part of His Majesty’s realm acquitted itself worthily”. 
Each tree bore a plaque with the name of the soldier who was 
commemorated. 
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On his death in 1929, George Parr bequeathed his house “together with 
such land as the Hamilton Borough Council shall think necessary, for a 
children’s convalescent home for patients from Waikato Hospital”. The 
land was a parcel of three acres [1.2ha] between River Road and the 
Waikato River and was named Parana Park. Annie McPherson was 
another of Hamilton’s benefactors; on her death she bequeathed ₤2987 
to the Hamilton Beautifying Society for improvements to Memorial Park. 
After George Parr bequeathed his land to the Borough the Beautifying 
Society decide to erect a bridge between Memorial and Parana Parks in 
her memory and for the creation of a children’s playground in Parana 
Park.i Parr and McPherson were both members of the Hamilton 
Beautification Society. 
 
The design for the bridge was approved by the Hamilton Beautifying 
Society on 4 May 1932.ii The Beautifying Society’s architects, Edgecumbe 
and White, presented the plan; it was for a symmetrical arch built in 
concrete and Te Kuiti limestone, giving a rustic effect. By February 1933 
the bridge was practically completed, but in early April the memorial 
tablets were yet to be set up.iii The bridge was considered “a fine 
structure and in every way an ornament to the parks in the midst of which 
it is”.iv The bridge was considered a great asset for communication 
between the two parks, and “In the artistic bridge that spans the stream 
between the Parana and Memorial Parks, Hamilton possesses yet another 
feature which adds to its domain beauty. Constructed in rustic style, the 
arch harmonises ideally with its sylvan surroundings.”v 

       
The inscribed marble plaques commemorating Annie McPherson and George Parr. 
 
The design for the bridge was approved by the Hamilton Beautifying      
Society on 4 May 1932.vi Financial records of the Society show payments 
to Street & Street, also Kossacks and Curling; all were in the construction 
industry in Hamilton.vii 
 
Street & Street Ltd was registered as a private company in 1926 by 
Richard and Dermont Street; they undertook many construction jobs in 
Hamilton and elsewhere, including the Pookeno Post Office, the         
dormitory block and classrooms at Waikato Diocesan Girls’ School and the 
Commercial Bank of Australia in Hamilton.viii  
 
 



Waikato Heritage Group  BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM   Parana Park Memorial Bridge                                         WHG 188 

 

 
WHG PC9 2024        5 
         

 
Physical Description  
 
The bridge is an arch over the Puutiktiki Stream, with footings on Parana Park and 
Memorial Park. Made of Te Kuiti limestone and concrete with stone capping 
giving it a rustic effect. The mortar between the stones appears to be cement 
based. There have been some more recent re-pointed repairs which are 
prominent and may not have been considered against the historic specification. 
The main walking floor is concrete created in panels with joints, with a moulded 
channel on each side within the bridge form. 
 
Designed by prominent Hamilton architects Edgecumbe and White. The overall 
length of the bridge is 16.8m, width 2.4m. It is a walking bridge spanning two 
important public parks. 
 
The original contract and specification is held at Waikato Museum and archives at 
Hamilton Library. 
 
The bridge does not appear to have been modified, apart from re-pointing, but 
the pathways on both approaches are modern asphalt. 
 
There are two inscribed marble plaques with lead lettering laid within the interior 
walls of the bridge. 
 
There is a pathway and steps down the south-eastern side to the creek in similar 
design and materials but it is unclear when these were built.  
 

PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT EVALUATION 
The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based on 
evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place must 
meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or above to 
be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.  
While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually 
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or 
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required to 
determine overall significance. 
 
Rankings of Significance 
 
Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been established 
as follows. 
 
 Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage 
 significance locally, regionally or nationally. 
 
 Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance 
 locally, regionally or nationally. 
 
The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built 
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A. 

• Outstanding significance. 
• High significance. 
• Medium significance. 
• Low significance. 
• None/No significance. 
• Un-assessed significance. 

 
A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that 
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent 
Heritage New Zealand Listings. 
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Heritage Assessment Criteria 
 
a. Historic Qualities 
The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an 
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important 
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and 
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends. 
 
The bridge has a direct association to two prominent Hamilton residents 
and benefactors, George Parr and Annie McPherson, as it was built in 
their memory by the Hamilton Beautifying Society. George Parr was a 
businessman, owning and managing an agricultural supplies store with his 
brother, Robert. He was also on several committees, such as the Library 
Committee and the dairy committee of the Waikato Winter Show 
Association. During the 1920s he represented Waikato on the Auckland 
Harbour Board and was the government-appointed member of the Fire 
Board. Parr’s most prestigious role was as president of the Hamilton 
Chamber of Commerce, from 1914 to 1915 and 1919 to 1922, and its first 

Life Member.                  
George Parr. New Zealand Herald, 27 February 1929 

 

 

Annie McPherson (1854-1928) was the daughter of Captain James    
McPherson, clerk of the Waikato County Council and Waikato Electorate’s 

first Member in the House of Representatives. She never married. She 
was well-known in town, in the social sphere and for her charitable work 
within the Anglican Church, particularly her involvement in the Ladies 
Guild at St Peter’s. In 1919 she was elected to the executive of St John 
Ambulance Association. Annie McPherson benefited the town with         
bequests to St Peter’s Cathedral, which financed the new tower built in 
1933 and a bell, and a similar amount of ₤2987 to the Hamilton 
Beautifying Society which was used in the Soldiers’ Memorial Park and 
Parana Park. It was only the second time that any public organisation in 
Hamilton had benefited by legacies.  

 
Annie McPherson HCL_08293 

The bridge is closely associated with the Hamilton Beautifying Society, 
founded in 1912 by Hamilton bookseller William Henry Paul; he became 
its chairman. With the help of the domain board and the borough council, 
the society worked to beautify Hamilton’s streets, the river bank walks, 
and gardens at Hamilton Lake, and had responsibility for creation and 
management of Memorial Park, the memorial trees and the gardens, and 
for maintenance of Parana Park. The society also erected the Innes Arch 
near the corner of Victoria Street and Anzac Parade [Bridge St] and its 
associated plantings. As well as planting trees and flower beds, the society 
cleared weeds and rubbish from river banks. In the 1950s the Society 
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successfully lobbied for the establishment of Hamilton Gardens. Other 
prominent members included Dr Seymour Brewis. Through its work 
Hamilton became known as a place of beauty and attracted visitors to    
enjoy the surroundings. 
 
The Memorial Bridge is associated with the development of a recreational 
park for the enjoyment of people, especially children. The bridge connects 
Memorial Park, established to commemorate men who had lost their lives 
in WWI, with Parana Park which was bequeathed to the citizens of 
Hamilton at a time when Hamilton’s population was expanding and there 
was recognition of the recreational needs of Hamilton’s residents. 
 
Level of significance  High 
 
b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities 
The place or area is a notable or representative example of: 
(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or 
(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or 
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder. 
 
The bridge is of an aesthetic old English style landscape design set in a 
memorial garden. It is a memorial to two significant Hamilton citizens, and 
the work of notable Waikato architects Edgecumbe and White and 
Hamilton builders Street and Street. 
It is a work of craftsmanship in use of stonework on a concrete base and 
uses local regional stone, and demonstrates the skill of the craftsmen. 
It was a period of great community activity in landscaping and planting for 
the town, during the depression. 
 
Level of significance  High 
c. Context Qualities 
The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is 

associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or 
physical setting.  
 
The bridge is set within two historic garden park settings, connecting 
Parana Park with its children’s playground and gardens to the Memorial 
Park with its more expansive lawns, trees, paths, civic and war memorials. 
Its setting is very important and its associated connection to the historic 
stream. 

It is an important Hamilton landmark known by generations of children 
and visitors for almost 100 years. It is used for wedding photographs. 

 It forms part of a historic built and planted landscape. 

Level of significance  High 
 
 
d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building         
technique. 
 
Further research is needed to see if the construction and techniques are 
of technological value.  
The use of the Te Kuiti limestone is very unusual in Hamilton in both  
building and landscape. It may have been used in other Beautifying 
landscape such as the Innes Arch near the Municipal Pool site and the       
Swarbrick Arch at the Lake. The construction and form is typical of other 
cities parks bridges, but the first in Hamilton. 
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Level of significance  Unknown 
 
e. Archaeological Qualities 
The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier        
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological 
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions. 
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New 
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand               
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as 
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. 
 
No archaeological sites are recorded but the general area is the site of 
several activities of potential archaeological interest. The natural terrace 
on which the bridge stands was cultivated by Maori, as per oral tradition 
and the 1864 survey map (SO 201) that is marked “Old Native Cultivation” 
through the area. The stream contains deposits of kokowai (red ochre, 
haematite) but it is not known whether this was exploited by Tangata 
Whenua.  
 
The river edge to the south-west of the bridge was the landing place for 
the 4th Waikato Regiment in August 1864 and subsequently for the punt 
that serviced the militia and settlers on the east bank. The bridge spans 
Gibbons Creek (Puutikitiki Stream) which was adjacent to the tramway 
that formed part of the access to Ebenezer Gibbons’s sawmill in 1864-
1868. The terrace was the site of a flax mill during the late 19th century. 
 
Level of significance  further research required 
 
 
 
 
 

f. Cultural Qualities 
The place or area is important or significant: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence 
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or 
(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or 
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high 
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or 
events. 
 
 
The place and the Parana Park Memorial Bridge is important: 
(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and 
(ii) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides 
evidence of social, cultural or historical continuity; and 
(iii) For having commemorative significance to people who use or have 
used it.  The place is a memorial bridge and has a high degree of 
interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles. 
 
Level of significance  High 
 
 
g. Scientific Qualities 
The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how 
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to 
development. 
 
 
Level of significance     Unknown 
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d. Technological Qualities 
The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or 
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses 
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method 
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building 
technique. 
The bridge shows a high degree of creative achievement at a particular 
time, is directly associated with technical innovations using concrete. The 
place uses uncommon building materials for Hamilton.  
 
Level of significance  Moderate 
 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 

• There are no other known decorative memorial bridges by Waikato 
architects Edgecumbe and White. 

• There are however a range of small stone bridges in New Zealand City 
parks and gardens, as this was a popular style in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

•   
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES 

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the 
following criteria: 

Heritage Criteria Significance Level 

a Historic Qualities High 

b Physical/Aesthetic/ Architectural Qualities High 

c Context Qualities High 

d Technological Qualities Unknown 

e Archaeological Qualities Further research required 

f Cultural Qualities High 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
The bridge has strong historical and architectural attributes. It has a direct 
memorial association with two important Hamilton citizens, George Parr 
and Annie McPherson, and ongoing cultural identifier as part of Parana 
Park Bridge within two important historic parks, one generated by George 
Parr. It is a monument to the work of the Hamilton Beautifying Society, 
and forms an important element within the earliest 20th century park 
landscape along with the stream and the plantings. It is the work of one of 
the largest and longest-practicing architectural firms of the Waikato, 
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Edgecumbe and White, and demonstrates the skill of its craftsmen. 

 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Parana Memorial Bridge within its park settings meets the threshold 
in the PDP for scheduling as high and as a Category B built heritage place. 

It is recommended that the place is included in Appendix 8A based on the 
following heritage qualities/values:  
 
a) Historic Qualities 
b) Physical/Aesthetic / Architectural Qualities              
c) Context or Group Values  
and  
 f) Cultural Qualities. 
 
Associated items are noted: Parr House, Annie McPherson House, 
Memorial Park and Parana Park. 
 
The proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map 
 
Overall Level of Heritage significance  HIGH 

Sources for information:  

Williams, Lyn   “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a technical report for 
Hamilton City Council (Draft) 2021 

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977 

Architectural Specification, Edgecumbe and White Collection, Waikato Museum  

References: see end notes 

Form prepared:  12 06 2024 (proposed revised criteria 2023) 

Surveyor/ Researcher/Assessor: Lyn Williams, Laura Kellaway 

Reviewer: 

Site visits: April and June 2024 

Notes:  

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources, 
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the 
owner, it is recorded below.  

Records have been retrieved where possible.
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ii  “A new bridge” Waikato Times 5 May 1932 p. 3 
iii  “Parana Park Improvements” Waikato Times 8 April 1933 
iv  “Beautifying Society; wonderful progress made” Waikato Times12 May 
1933 
v  “Parana Park Bridge” Waikato Times 18 January 1933 
vi  “A new bridge” Waikato Times 5 May 1932 p.3 
vii  Hamilton Beautifying Society archives, 1983.01.25, Hamilton Libraries 
viii  NZ Herald 21 August 1926;  NZ Herald 20 August 1929, 8 April 1935 


