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uilding/ Site Name:
Former names:

Little Bull

Address:

Hamilton Gardens, Victorian Flower Gardens [140A Cobham Drive]

Little Bull’

o . iy
Little Bull is situated in the lawn; purple overlay defines extent. Image supplied by
HCc|2024,

/{ Commented [L1]: Extent changed as per HCC recommendation ]

District Plan Reference/ category:

NA

Legal Description:

Section 27 Hamilton East Town Belt; Recreation Reserve NZGZ 1985 p.
141

Zoning:

Location in city map

Listed Heritage New Zealand/ NZAA Site/ Scheduled with HCC

HNZPT - No
NZAA - No
HCC - No
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Date of Construction

1967-68; installed 1968’

Artist/Designer:

Molly Macalister

Building Type/s & Current Use

Built landscape Public art/Sculpture

Visible Materials & Heritage Fabric if known

Bronze

Proposed Extent

Extent is the sculpture on its plinth, with a suitable curtilage and setting.

Associated Places

Other public art e.g.

The Farming Family - Margriet Windhausen;

Ripples - Neil Dawson

Nga Uri o Hinetuparimaunga — Chris Booth and Diggeress Te Kanawa

Historical Background

Little Bull is Hamilton's first large-scale public sculpture, the first example

of civic art. In 1964, in order to celebrate Hamilton’s centenary as a
European settlement, the Hamilton Jaycees offered a prize for a sculpture
competition. “This support of a public work reflects the growth of interest
in the visual arts .... In a broad sense, the publicity about the competition
fostered an increased awareness of the visual arts and encouraged people

7 il

to consider the development of Hamilton’s cultural amenities”.

A panel of two nationally-renowned judges plus the Hamilton Mayor Dr
Denis Rogers, Campbell Smith the president of the WSA, and Les Grocott,
a Jaycee, chose Macalister’s work from the five entries. The design caused
considerable controversy when it was selected. It cost £4000, with some
of the money being raised by public donations.

The sculpture weighs half a tonne and was lifted onto the site with the aid
of a mobile crane.

The sculpture was formally accepted by the Mayor Dr Denis Rogers on 20
April 1968 before a crowd of about 100 people.” It was immediately
fondled and clambered over by several children. The director of the
Queen Elizabeth Il Arts Council, David Peters, in his speech at the
unveiling said the city council had set a pattern for New Zealand in their
co-operation in accepting a piece of public art, and that public spaces
should be the home of works of art.”

Little Bull was positioned in Hamilton’s first landscape-designed
Modernist Garden — the conservatory was originally Modernist in design
also.

It has proven very popular with children, as Macalister intended. Art
historian Michael Dunn noted: “it was intended as a play sculpture for
children, so that its safe contours without sharp edges have functional as
well as conceptual justification”."

Little Bull is listed in Hamilton City Council’s public arts policy statement,
in Hamilton Public Art: a Guide to Sculpture, Murals, Carvings and
Installations, and in the Opus 2001 report Review and assessment items

Date: August 2024




Waikato Heritage Group BUILT HERITAGE INVENTORY RECORD FORM Little Bull

WHG 191

and archaeological sites in Hamilton City it was assessed as B ranking.
Architects and builders

Molly Macalister (1920-1979) was a renowned nationally significant artist
whose work is exhibited around the country. She began her work in the
1930s, but her first major commission was not until 1964, the “Maori
Warrior” commissioned for Auckland.

As a teenager Macalister won several awards from the Royal Drawing
Society in London.[3] Between 1942 and 1943 she worked for the Otago
University Museum, creating agricultural models and dioramas.[3]

From 1944 until 1949, and 1953, Macalister exhibited with the Auckland
Society of Arts.[4] She also exhibited with The Group[5][6] in 1943[7] and
1968.[8]

Macalister was a founding member of the New Zealand Society of
Sculptors and Associates and was made honorary life member from
1979. She played a key role in the 1971 international sculpture
symposium in Auckland.[3]

Commissioned works by Macalister include ‘Maori warrior’ (1964) below
in Auckland’s Queen Street, ‘Little bull’ (1967) in Hamilton Gardens, stone

carvings for the ark in the former Auckland synagogue (1968), and a bust
of John A. Lee for the Auckland Public Library (1967)."

Associated people and events

The sculpture was the centennial gift by the Hamilton Jaycees to the city
and is the work of a renowned New Zealand artist. It reflects the
important association that Hamilton has with the agricultural industry,
and dairying in particular.

Construction
Bronze 3-dimensional figure on plinth.

Changes to place including use
The sculpture is in its original position in the lawn of the Victorian Flower

Gardens at Hamilton Gardens.

The sculpture was identified as of heritage value in the 2001 Opus Report
to HCC for the district plan review.

It was also identified as one of the first items in the Hamilton City Arts
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Policy and register.

PROPOSED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (Revised November 2023)
8-1.1 Rankings of Significance

Rankings for built heritage places listed in Schedule 8A have been
established as follows.

Plan Ranking A: Built heritage places of outstanding heritage significance
locally, regionally or nationally.

Plan Ranking B: Built heritage places of high heritage significance locally,
regionally or nationally.

The below scale represents the levels of significance against which built
heritage places shall be considered for inclusion on Schedule 8A.

e Qutstanding significance.

* High significance.

e Medium significance.

e Low significance.

e None/No significance.

e Un-assessed significance.

The heritage significance of built heritage places has been assessed based
on evaluation against the following individual heritage criteria. A place
must meet one or more of the criteria at the level of “High” significance or
above to be eligible for inclusion within Schedule 8A.

While a place only has to meet one of the criteria, in practice it will usually
satisfy multiple criteria. The evaluation criteria are not weighted or
hierarchical. There is no correct number or combination of values required
to determine overall significance.

A comparative analysis has been included, where possible, noting that
there is no Waikato Regional Heritage Inventory, and limited recent
Heritage New Zealand Listings.
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8-1.2 Heritage Assessment Criteria

a. Historic Qualities

The place or area is directly associated with, or has a direct relationship to, an
important person, group, institution, event or activity, or reflects important
aspects of local, regional or national history, including development and
settlement patterns, transportation routes and social or economic trends.

c. Context Qualities

The place or area is an important landmark or feature or contributes to or is
associated with a wider historical theme, traditional, or cultural context, or
physical setting.

Little Bull was the first item of public art in Hamilton, in 1967; it set a city
trend and increased awareness of the visual arts. As such it is associated
with broad patterns of local history, including cultural trends and
activities; although it was not universally accepted initially, Hamiltonians
have since developed an acceptance of public art and Hamilton now has
many such items.

The Hamilton Jaycees had developed the children’s playground at the lake

and Commerce Park by the river and undertook many other fundraising
and supportive programmes in the city.

Little Bull is an important city landmark and contributes to the agricultural
histories of Hamilton and its districts. The sculpture is set in the original
Modernist Hamilton City Botanic Gardens and is in its original context. It is
an important part of the garden which was designed by parks officer John
Mashlan. "

It contributes to a wider theme of sculpture in parks, which unlike cities
like Auckland and Wellington, took a long time to develop.

Level of Significance  High

Level of Significance ‘High}

d. Technological Qualities

b. Physical /Aesthetic/Architectural Qualities

The place or area is a notable or representative example of:

(i) A significant development period or activity; and/or

(ii) Distinctive or special attributes of an aesthetic or functional nature; and/or
(iii) The work of a notable architect, designer, engineer or builder.

The place or area shows a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a
particular time, is directly associated with scientific or technical innovations or
achievements or is associated with scientific “break-through”. The place uses
unique or uncommon building materials, or demonstrates an innovative method
of construction, or is an early example of the use of a particular building
technique.

The design is significant to the history of the Waikato’s agricultural
industry; and it is unique in Hamilton. It retains strong integrity in its park
setting and can be seen in the public realm within the original Hamilton
Gardens.

Little Bull is the work of a notable New Zealand artist, Molly Macalister

Level of Significance ‘High\

The sculpture shows a high degree of creative and technical achievement
at a particular time. Little Bull uses techniques that require considerable
skill and craftsmanship, and while a common historical technique is very

difficult to master.

Further research is needed and a comparison by an art expert.

[ Commented [L2]: Change from Outstanding/High

{ Commented [L3]: Change from outstanding/high

Level of Significance iMedlumi
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e. Archaeological Qualities

The potential of the place or area to define or expand knowledge of earlier
human occupation, activities or events through investigation using archaeological
methods, or to provide evidence to address archaeological research questions.
For example, but not limited to: The place or area is registered by Heritage New
Zealand for its archaeological values or is recorded by the New Zealand
Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, or is an 'archaeological site' as
defined by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

at least high cultural sentiment and is a context for the identity of the city
and its agricultural past.

Level of Significance \High\

[ Commented [L5]: change

The site is within the rohe of a Ngati Wairere pa and known early-19t
century cultivations, however this area of the gardens is much modified.

g. Scientific Qualities

The potential for the place or area to contribute scientific information about how
the natural environment has influenced, events, phases or activities related to
development.

Level of Significance  None

NA

f. Cultural Qualities

The place or area is important or significant:

(i) As a focus of cultural sentiment; and/or

(i) As a context for community identity or sense of place, and provides evidence
of social, cultural or historical continuity; and/or

(iii) For having symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or
have used it, or to the descendants of such people. The place or area has a high
degree of interpretative potential to increase understanding of past lifestyles or
events.

Level of Significance  None

Comparative Analysis

Little Bull gives a visible image of the city’s culture and references its
situation as being the heart of the agricultural industry of the Waikato. It
is much loved by generations of adults and children alike, as is evidenced
by the high polish on the bronze surface, the result of much fondling and
affectionate rubbing by appreciative visitors over the years.

It is situated in Hamilton’s first public gardens, The Botanic Gardens
(1950s), and was specifically set is in a garden-lawn setting. Little Bull is of

e There are no sculptures scheduled in Hamilton City. There are
important sculptures however these are many decades later such
as: The Farming Family - Margriet Windhausen; Ripples - Neil
Dawson, Riff Raff — Weta Workshop, and Nga Uri o
Hinetuparimaunga — Chris Booth and Diggeress Te Kanawa.

e Asuitable comparison would be the Maori Warrior in Auckland city
by the same artist.
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Macalister's sculpture "A Maori Figure in a Kaitaka Cloak" in Auckland.

X

SUMMARY TABLE OF HERITAGE QUALITIES

The place is considered to have heritage significance in relation to the

following criteria:

Heritage Criteria

Significance Level

a Historic Qualities High

b Physical/Aesthetic/ Architectural Qualities | High

¢ Context Qualities High

d Technological Qualities High

e Archaeological Qualities None

f Cultural Qualities High

g Scientific Qualities Unknown
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Little Bull, the bronze work sculpted by Molly Macalister who won a
competition in 1967, was Hamilton’s first major public sculpture, so
radical at the time that it proved controversial but was part of Hamilton’s
cultural awareness. It is of high historical significance, set with the 1950s
Botanic Gardens.

RECOMMENDATION

Little Bull meets the threshold in the PDP for scheduling as at least Rank B
built heritage item. ( A comparison at regional and national level may
place the significance as higher than High.)

It is recommended that the item is included in Appendix 8A based on the
following heritage qualities/values:

a) Historic Qualities, b) Physical/Aesthetic / Architectural Qualities,
c) Context or Group Values, d) Technological Qualities, and f)

Cultural Qualities.

Associated items are noted:
Hamilton Gardens (not scheduled)

Proposed extent (setting) is shown on Extent map

Overall Level of Heritage significance High

Sources for information:

Dave Pearson Architects Ltd Review and assessment of heritage items
and archaeological sites in Hamilton city 2001 Opus

Dunn, Michael New Zealand sculpture : a history Auckland University
Press 2002

Lyon, Megan “Modernism meets Hamilton : a Waikato art controversy,
1955-1967’, Art New Zealand Spr 2001 pp119-122

Woodward, Robin “The sculpture of Molly Macalister” Art New Zealand
26 (1983) p.32

Hamilton Public Art: a Guide to Sculpture, Murals, Carvings and
Installations, HCC 2014

https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/5m2/macalister-molly-morell

“Hamilton’s first public sculpture” Waikato Times 18 April 1968 p.16 —a
full page of information relating to the sculpture plus advertisements for
the Jaycees and sponsors.

Williams, Lyn “A Thematic Review of the History of Hamilton”, a
technical report for Hamilton City Council (Draft) 2021

Gibbons, PJ Astride the River; a History of Hamilton 1977

References: see end notes
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Form prepared: 21 09 2023 (proposed revised criteria 2022) and/or
Revised Form prepared: 1/7/ 2024 (proposed revised criteria 2023)

Surveyor/ Researcher: Laura Kellaway, Lyn Williams; Waikato Historical
Society

Reviewer:
Site visits: frequent
Notes:

Places have been viewed from the public domain, and using on line resources,
unless otherwise stated. Where an on-site visit was undertaken, agreed with the
owner, it is recorded below.

Records have been retrieved where possible.

" https://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news/121841035/stat-you-lots-of-love-
for-hamiltons-remaining-statues

i “ittle Bull now in residence” Waikato Times 16 April 1968 p.1

i | yon, Megan “Modernism meets Hamilton : a Waikato art controversy, 1955-
1967’, Art New Zealand Spr 2001 p.120

v “Children rush Little Bull”, Waikato Times 20 April 1968

v lbid.

Vi Dunn, Michael New Zealand sculpture : a history Auckland University Press
2002

Vi https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molly_Macalister

Vil Adam JP, Hamilton Gardens History 2006

X https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molly_Macalister
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