HEARING STATEMENT

Submitter #1168
Patricia Osborne (NZ Dip. Arch. Tech.)

[with Liam McRoberts B.A.S, M.Arch (Prof) attending as expert speaker].

| have been allocated a 10-minute speaking slot on the morning of August 22" owing to
my submission in support of Chow:Hill et al.’s Submission 196.9 in favour of
“amend[ing] Schedule 8A: Built Heritage to include all the NZIA Enduring Architecture
Awarded buildings located in Hamilton”.

I made my supporting submission in respect of the fact that Mahurangi Flats was
awarded the 2008 NZIA Enduring Architecture Award for the Waikato, as the result of a
submission made by Laura Kellaway, heritage architect, and | believe this prior
recognition should be echoed in the Council’s own considerations of Built Heritage
under Plan Change 9.

| am one of the owners of Unit 3, 13 May Street, Hamilton East — also known as
Mahurangi Flats, which were designed by Roger Brown (architect) in 1968, with the final
design and construction being seen through to completion by Rod Smith (architect) in
the same year.

I will be accompanied via video link by Liam McRoberts B.A.S, M.Arch (Prof), who is a
NZ-qualified architect currently on OE in London, as well as being the owner of Unit
4/13 May Street.

[Mahurangi Flats was placed on the ‘Initial List of potential Built Heritage Items’ (#527)
owing to a previous application made to the HCC by Liam McRoberts in order to try and
obtain heritage protection for Mahurangi.]

Being an expert by virtue of his qualifications as a NZ-trained architect, as well as his
personalinterestin, and knowledge about, Mid-Century Modern architecture within the
context of New Zealand architecture, Mr McRoberts will be addressing the following
points specifically:
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- With regard to Mid-Century works, there are relatively few heritage-
protected properties within NZ, and even fewer which are multi-dwelling
complexes.

A notable example is Dorset Flats (Chch) designed by Miles Warren, which is
heritage listed. Mahurangi has strong aesthetic similarities and merits, being
both architect-designed and a Mid-Century Modern, multi-dwelling complex.

- The HCC criteria for HHA note ‘Consistency of styles of Architecture and
Building Typologies, including overall shape, form and material’ as being of
importance.

Mahurangi is notable for its spatial planning, and the scheme embodies the
modernist principles of open space and volume in an understated manner that is
particularly fitting to its NZ setting. The complex is a prime example of the Mid-
Century Modern architectural style within a New Zealand context.

Both Rod Smith and Roger Brown were heavily influenced by the works of Alvar
Aalto, and Mahurangi replicates, in particular, the elegant and dramatically

soaring angle of the sloped roof of Aalto’s Muuratsalo Experimental House at
Jyvaskyla, Finland (1952-54), blending this high-flown detail with the cinder-
block construction commonly used for NZ blocks of flats of the period - thereby
elevating it above the ordinary, workaday aesthetics of the ‘sausage blocks’ of
the time while still firmly situating it within a NZ vernacular.

- The HCC HHA category criteria also note ‘Topography and Green Structure of
the area and the response to this in terms of the design and layout for the
site’ as being important considerations.

Situated on the edge of, and obliquely oriented towards, Greensboro Park,
Mahurangi constitutes a planned oasis of calm in a now very crowded area of the
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city that has increasingly been taken up by new builds which, in many cases,
crowd people in and evince no regard for the values that green space and trees
can contribute to human wellbeing. Mahurangi, possessing these assets, is a
model of what can be achieved for residents’ quality of living when multi-unit
designis done well.

- Finally, the HCC HHA category criteria note the unique societal value of
‘comprehensive social housing schemes’.

Mahurangi, while not being a social housing scheme per se, is nonetheless
notable as an owner-built multi-unit complex which was calculated towards
contributing to the need for suitable housing stock for university staff within the
local area, and as such is an early example of urban densification development
in Hamilton East.

Both Liam McRoberts and | would appreciate a special consideration of Mahurangi
during the remainder of the Plan Change 9 consideration process, given that we seem to
have been overlooked with regard to a full heritage assessment, for reasons which have
not been made entirely clear — especially given the property’s prior receipt of the NZIA
Enduring Architecture Award, and Liam McRoberts’ earlier application for heritage
status for the property. Both of our own recent purchases at the property, in 2019 and
2020 respectively, were independently influenced by the unique character of the build,
and we would like to see this unique character protected for future owners and
occupants equally.

Thank you for this opportunity to be heard.

Patricia Osborne

Submitter #1168

12 August, 2024
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