
Taking care of your
residential
stormwater
raingarden

What is a raingarden?
Raingardens are specially designed 
garden beds that clean stormwater 
runoff. Runoff can have pollution, so the 
soil and plants work to filter the water 
before it enters our stormwater system. 

There are several benefits to having a 
raingarden on your property:
• Waterways are protected from 

pollution.
• The volume and speed of stormwater 

flows are controlled.
• Local wildlife and biodiversity are 

supported.
• Clean water goes back into the 

ground and our waterways, which 
keeps streams and rivers flowing 
throughout the year.
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Raingarden upkeep
Just like any other garden, your 
raingarden needs regular maintenance 
so it can keep operating as it should. 
Here are some tips for keeping your 
raingarden in good condition:
•  Apply hardwood mulch once a year 

and remove any excess mulch every 
few years.

• Weed regularly. Whenever you weed 
other gardens, give your raingarden 
some attention too!

• Rake through the soil if sediment 
builds up and forms a crust, or if you 
notice that the raingarden isn't 
draining as it should.

• Prune, thin, or replace plants from 
time to time but don't remove or 
change plant species. If you need 
some help identifying your plants, 
use the guide in this brochure.

• Avoid filling in the valley with just 
soil, or using chemicals on the 
garden and nearby lawns and 
surfaces as these can affect the 
health of your raingarden.

• Don't park on, or drive over, the 
device.

This diagram shows some of the common issues 
with raingardens and how they can be fixed.

For more information on keeping your raingarden 
compliant, visit hamilton.govt.nz

Plants

Common raingarden 
issues

Height of overflow structure
Make sure that the height of the overflow 
structure is well above the soil and below 
the surrounding ground.

Debris build up in the inlet pipe
Check for and clear any debris or rubbish.

Scour at the inlet entrance
Use an approved soil and rocks to fill 
minor scour or erosion at the inlet entrance.

Plant species used
Use the plant species listed in this brochure. 
They can be planted if your raingarden doesn't 
already have them, but shouldn't be removed 
or changed after that unless they are unhealthy.

Surface level 
Fill any dips with an approved soil 
so that the garden surface is level and 
ponding depth is consistent.

Soil media used
Remove the existing soil and replace 
with an approved soil.

Plant health
Replace any plants that 
die or that are diseased. 
A good rule of thumb is 
to plant three or four 
plants per metre squared!


