
For more information

Why do this?
•  To manage pollutants and flows

(increased runoff) that result from
residential land use.

•  So that the mana and mauri
(lifeforce) of waterways and their areas 
are restored and protected, to be 
enjoyed by communities now and in
the future.  

When should this be done?
All new houses and extensions are
required to install retention measures. 
Where soakage is not possible 
(<15mm/hr) this should be achieved 
using a rain tank and water quality 
treatment (other property owners are 
encouraged to install these too).

What maintenance do 
residents/property owners 
need to do?

Item

Gutters and 
downpipes

Rain tank

Stormwater 
drain
(catchpit)

Raingarden

Detention
tank

Maintenance
Inspect and clean 
as required 
(monthly)

Pump maintenance 
and tank clean out
every three to five 
years

Clean out as 
required

Clean out as 
required
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Disclaimer: This fact sheet is intended to 
demonstrate the preferred option for treating 
stormwater runoff on a site and give effect to the
District Plan. Site designs must meet the 
requirements of Hamilton City Council and are 
subject to regulatory review.

Water Quality - 
Maintain plants &
clean as required

Residential stormwater management in Hamilton
Rain tanks and water quality

Property owner Council Waterways

2. Rain tank (HCC02)
Storing and reusing roof water saves 60% 
of daily water used for toilet flushing, 
machine washing, and gardening.   

8. Waterways
Flows to streams and the Waikato

River are clean and support
abundant plant and animal life.

4. Water Quality Treatment
Treatment device to filter driveway runoff. 
Bioretention (HCC04), Swale (HCC05), Permeable 
Paving (HCC07). A downstream device sized for the
development may provide this requirement

5. Detention tank (HCC06)
Tank in shared area to control flow before 
discharge to network *may be required for 
larger developments when impervious area 
is increased*

6. Road treatments
Alongside pipe networks, road sweeping and

catchpit cleaning, treatment may be done
in catchpit inserts, swales and raingardens.

 

Evapotranspiration

3. Stormwater drain
(catchpit)

Stormwater drains, or catchpits
(may include catchpit filter 

insert), collect sediment prior to
 water entering soakage device.

1. Gutters
Roof gutters, downpipes

and a diverter/overflow
filter water and send it to

a rain tank.

7. Additional
treatments
These are used where
space is available and the
effects and/or risks beyond
property and roadway
treatments remain high.
Flow and flood control
may be required.
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Evapotranspiration

Underground
water table

hamilton.govt.nz/property-rates-
and-building/compliance/three-
waters-management-practice-notes


