
Kia ora 
Welcome to the third project update for the 
Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant project 
and our first for 2026. You are receiving this 
email because you have signed up to our 
project e-newsletter. 

In this edition, you’ll find:

•	 information about the tour to the Raglan 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 

•	 an overview of the project and what we 
are currently working on, and 

•	 what we have planned for the year ahead.
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Visit to the Raglan 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
In December 2025, we opened 
registrations of interest to visit the 
Raglan  Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP). If you haven’t registered 
already, it’s not too late!

The purpose of this visit is to share 
an example of a modern wastewater 
treatment plant that uses similar 
technology and is similar in size to the 
initial stages of the Southern WWTP.

It is also a useful opportunity for you to 
meet with the technical experts working 
on the Southern WWTP project and ask 
any questions you may about this once-
in-a generation project. 

The tour will be held on:

Saturday 7 March 2026

Let us know if you would like to 
attend by signing up on our 
website: hamilton.govt.nz/swwtp 
We’ll share more information 
about this visit directly with those 
who sign up. 

We hope you can join us!

Raglan Wastewater 
Treatment Plant

https://hamilton.govt.nz/strategies-plans-and-projects/projects/city-wide-waters/southern-wastewater-treatment-plant


Last year, we shared information with the 
community about this important project 
including where the new Plant would be 
located, how the site selection process 
was carried out and what to expect as the 
project progresses. 

This included:  

•	 speaking directly with most landowners 
living adjacent to the site  

•	 sending letters to more than 100 
surrounding landowners with project 
information  

•	 launching a project website  

•	 sharing key reports and assessments 
online  

•	 meeting face-to-face with stakeholders, 
and 

•	 holding two community information sessions 
to share information about the project.

What has happened and what are we working on now?

Alongside this, our technical team has carried 
out a background review process looking at 
the future demand for wastewater services, 
where demand is likely to be and how it might 
grow over time, among other things. 

As we enter 2026, the team are now 
designing the new Plant, looking at where 
and how it will be laid out on the site,  what 
it will look like, how it will operate, potential 
impacts on the surrounding area and how 
these will be mitigated through the design 
of the Plant.

We are also working closely with the Kaitiaki 
Roopuu to carry out further investigations 
into the wastewater discharge process to 
confirm which discharge method is best, 
where it might be located and what it might 
look like.   

Staff speak with residents at the 
community information sessions



Find out more 
Southern wastewater treatment 
plant/Hamilton City Council

swwtp@hcc.govt.nz

The Southern WWWTP is expected to serve areas of 
Waipaa, Hamilton and Waikato in the future. Waipã 
District Council, together with Waikato Waters Limited, 
continues to work alongside IAWAI, Hamilton City 
Council, mana whenua, Waikato-Tainui and Waikato 
District Council to support the development and 
delivery of the Southern WWTP project.

What’s coming up?
This year is shaping up to be a big one 
as we work towards a number of major 
milestones on the project. 

These include:

•	 developing the draft design of the 
Plant

•	 confirming the details of the 
wastewater discharge, and

•	 developing a plan for what the area 
surrounding the plant will be used for. 

When the time is right, we will share 
this information with those living in 
the area and the wider community and 
seek your input into what the buffer 
area surrounding the plant could be 
used for. 

This is a large area and there are 
opportunities for things like native 
planting and wetland restoration and 
for the development of community 
facilities such as walking and cycling 
networks. 

We’ll continue to keep you updated on 
the project as we progress.

Ngaa mihi

The Project Team
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