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General Open Updates 

1. This report includes updates on the following matters 

i. Neplai Garden Update – Hamilton Gardens;  

ii. Wellington Street Beach erosion mitigation works delayed; 

iii. Formal Warning from Waikato Regional Council for Wastewater Discharge to Water – 
Waitawhiriwhiri Stream; 

iv. Trial Bulk Main Shutdown to Be Repeated; and  

v. Kerbside Collections – King’s Birthday  

ITEM 1. NEPLAI GARDEN UPDATE – HAMILTON GARDENS  

2. The Nepal NZ Waikato Friendship Society will be sharing an early concept for a proposed Nepali 
cultural space at Hamilton Gardens as part of their Everest Day event on Saturday 30 May 2026.  

3. The proposal is for a small, peaceful, and contemplative space, incorporating elements such as a 
pathway, water feature, seating, and cultural features including a Buddha statue and prayer 
flags. This would be located in the outer sector of the Gardens, near the Rhododendron Lawn, 
which has a strong cultural connection as Nepal’s national flower is the rhododendron. This is 
not part of the Enclosed Garden programme set out in the Hamilton Gardens Management Plan. 

4. This is an early-stage concept only and is entirely dependent on external fundraising. Any 
development would be subject to standard Council processes, including health and safety, 
compliance, and technical approvals. Staff are supportive of the direction and will continue 
working with the group as the proposal develops. 
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ITEM 2. WELLINGTON STREET BEACH EROSION MITIGATION WORKS DELAYED 

5. Planned erosion mitigation work at Wellington Street Beach has been delayed due to unsuitable 
river conditions.  The project includes constructing concrete block retaining walls to help 
stabilise the riverbank, as well as creating a safer and more accessible pathway to the beach. 
Work was scheduled to begin last month. While recent weather has been relatively dry, earlier 
wet conditions across the central North Island resulted in sustained high river levels. This has 
meant the riverbank has not been stable enough, and water levels have not dropped sufficiently, 
to safely begin construction. 

6. Following discussions with Mercury Energy, the next suitable construction window is now 
expected to be November/December 2026. Letters are being delivered to neighbouring 
properties to advise them of the delay, and a further update will be provided later in the year 
once new details have been confirmed. 

ITEM 3. FORMAL WARNING FROM WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL FOR WASTEWATER DISCHARGE TO 
WATER – WAITAWHIRIWHIRI STREAM  

7. Staff received notification from Waikato Regional Council (WRC) on Thursday, 21 May 2026, that 
it is issuing a formal warning to Hamilton City Council for a breach of the Resource Management 
Act 1991. The warning relates to a wastewater discharge on 9 March 2026, when wastewater 
from Council’s wastewater system entered the stormwater network at Bloomfield Street, 
Nawton. The discharge ultimately flowed into the Waitawhiriwhiri Stream. 

8. The incident at Bloomfield Street was reported to Hamilton City Council on 9 March 2026; 
however, this was the third blockage event reported in this area since June 2025 all of which 
were linked to tree-root intrusion. For each of these events, staff followed standard procedures 
to clear the roots and remove the associated blockages.   

9. This included:  

i. Jetting the wastewater network to remove the blockage and repair of the broken areas; 

ii. CCTV and root cutting; 

iii. Disinfecting the impacted area; and  

iv. Utilising vacuum trucks to remove as much wastewater as possible from any 
stormwater roadside catch pits before leaving the site. 

10. WRC was notified at the time of the event, and additional information was provided to the 
regulator as part of Council’s investigation. Following its own investigation, WRC determined that 
the appropriate outcome is to issue a formal warning to Hamilton City Council for breaching 
Section 15(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

11. WRC’s reasoning for the formal warning was that Council had previously identified an issue 
within this section of the network relating to root intrusion and they determined as there had 
been similar events in recent years, they determined that this risk was reasonably foreseeable. 
WRC considered that the failure may reasonably have been prevented through routine 
maintenance. 

12. Staff are reviewing maintenance practices and prioritising targeted interventions in locations that 
have recurring blockages to reduce the likelihood of future overflows and improve compliance 
performance. 

13. This is the fifth incidence of receiving formal non-compliance notification this financial year 
relating to wastewater incidents.  These notifications (all formal warnings) related to incidents in 
Carey Street, Maeroa (November 2025) Ranfurly Gully, Fairfield (March 2025), Hooker Avenue, 



 

Executive Update Agenda 26 May 2026- OPEN Page 4 of 6 

Chartwell (November 2025), and Bremworth Park (January 2026). More information about these 
matters can be found in the Executive Updates dated 11 November 2025, 20 January 2026, 27 
January 2026 and 24 March 2026. 

ITEM 4. TRIAL BULK MAIN SHUTDOWN TO BE REPEATED  

14. Staff from several teams have been working together to plan a critical valve replacement within 
Hamilton’s bulk drinking water network. This network carries drinking water from our treatment 
plant to our reservoirs. The system design allows sections to be temporarily shut down without 
impacting the supply from reservoirs to homes and businesses. 

15. To support planned replacement of a leaking valve, a 2-hour trial shutdown was undertaken on 
Tuesday 19 May 2026. The trial identified mechanical issues with two valves. Remedial work has 
now been completed, and a further trial shutdown is planned for Tuesday 26 May 2026. Trial 
shutdowns are an important part of planning, helping staff identify potential issues, minimise 
disruption, and ensure the safety of both staff and the public. 

16. The full valve replacement remains scheduled to begin on Tuesday 2 June 2026 and is expected 
to take approximately three days. 

17. No direct impact on drinking water supply to residents or businesses is expected but, as a 
precaution, residents will be notified via Antenno ahead of the works. 

ITEM 5. KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS – KING’S BIRTHDAY  

18. There will be no changes to Hamilton’s kerbside rubbish and recycling collections due to the 
Kings Birthday public holiday (Monday 1 June 2026).  

19. A variety of advertising including social media, a media release, and internal channels will be 
used to communicate this to residents and staff.  

20. Information about collection days can be found via the Fight the Landfill website or Antenno. The 
Lincoln Street Reuse store, Lincoln Street Resource Recovery Centre and Hamilton Organic Centre 
hours are below:   

• Lincoln Street Resource Recovery Centre: 9am – 4pm  

• Habitat for Humanity ReUse store: 9am – 4pm  

• Hamilton Organics Centre: 8am – 5pm   

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
There are no attachments for this report. .

https://www.fightthelandfill.co.nz/?utm_campaign=External%20%2F%2F%20Media%20Releases&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ywOkV1cNvprCvWCN3dLmnWbl2ZPiu0SgmnjP0m2-UojqQSFiPCQSpPZJ2024X1UzuY8dy
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Development Contributions (DC) remission quarterly report  

1. All remissions have been determined in accordance with section 18 of the Development 
Contributions Policy and delegated authority. All development contributions amounts in this 
update are exclusive of GST. 

Remissions 

2. Across Q3 2026, two development contributions remissions were approved with a total value of 
$147,884.  

3. The remissions consisted of: 

i. 1 x central city remission totalling $131,205; and  

ii. 1 x central city high-rise remission totalling $16,679 

4. Attachment 1 shows total remissions granted attributed to each development and by activity. 

 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - DC Remissions - Q3 2026 .



Attachment 1:  

Remissions Q3 2026 by development 

 

 

Remissions Q3 2026 by activity 

 

 Developer  Description  Remission type Gross DC*  Credit **  Net DC  Remission ***  DC payable 
 Remission 

%*** 

 Hamilton Orthopaedic Infrastructure 

Holdings Limited

(121 Anglesea Street) 

Redevelopment of site into a four-storey building for retail and 

commercial use

Central city

 $         464,551 152,727$          311,824$                          131,205$          180,619$          28%

 Mistry Centre Limited

(42 Ward Street) 

Conversion of top level office space to rooftop bar. Central city high-rise

 $           87,912 71,233$            16,679$                            16,679$            -$                  19%

TOTAL
147,884$         

*Lesser of the base or capped charge in accordance with section 9 of Council's DCP

**Credits applied for existing activity removed from site or DCs previously paid in accordance with section 13 of Council's DCP

***Remissions are calculated from the base charge in accordance with clause 18.5 of Councils DCP

REMISSIONS Q3 2026 [$ excl. GST]

 Water  Wastewater  Stormwater  Transport   Community  Reserves  Total 

Remitted $ per activity  $           25,575 48,565$           -$                  73,744$           -$                  -$              147,884$        

% of total remitted $ 17% 42% 0% 50% 0% 0% 100%

REMISSIONS Q3 2026 [excl. GST]
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