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Report Status Open  
 
counciGeneral Open Updates 

1. This report includes updates on the following matters 

i. Central City Play Space Construction and Park Improvements to Begin 
ii. Farringdon Avenue Reserve Playground Refresh 
iii. Late Opening for Libraries On 7 July 
iv. Building Consent Authority Accreditation Assessment 
v. Watermain Renewal and Upsizing – Tristram Street, Abbotsford Street, Dyer Street, and 

Edgecumbe Street 
vi. Project Watershed 2025/26 – Quarter 3 Report 
vii. Waikato Regional Theatre Reporting  
viii. National award for elections communication and engagement  

Item 1. CENTRAL CITY PLAY SPACE CONSTRUCTION AND PARK IMPROVEMENTS TO BEGIN 

2. Work is scheduled to begin next month on construction of the new central city play space at 
Hinemoa Park (formerly Boyes Park) alongside wider park improvement works. 

3. Council adopted the 2024–34 Long-Term Plan, which prioritised delivery of a central city play space 
and shade provision within the first three years of the Play Space Programme. The Community & 
Natural Environment Committee subsequently approved the programme on 10 September 2024. The 
Hinemoa Park project is a planned and funded component of that programme and is now proceeding 
to construction. 

4. Construction contracts are committed and mobilisation is underway.  To date, $295,400 has already 
been committed through design, equipment purchase, and early stages of project delivery. 

5. The play space will be the first formal play space in the central city, serving a catchment of 
approximately 12,000 residents within walking distance. The design has been shaped through 
community engagement undertaken in July and August 2025 and developed in partnership with 
mana whenua. It reflects the story of Hinemoa and incorporates values such as manaakitanga, aroha, 
kaitiakitanga, and whanaungatanga. 

6. The play space is designed around a central seating and gathering area and will include separate 
junior and senior play spaces, climbing structures, swings, slides, spinners, a basketball half court, 
skateable features, and water play elements. 

7. Associated Park improvements will be delivered at the same time to minimise disruption and 
improve overall park outcomes. These works include new and upgraded path connections, 
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enhancements to gardens and trees, and interpretive signage recognising the park’s history. They 
also include works to tidy up the Dame Hilda Ross Memorial Fountain, ensuring it is safe and can be 
reactivated in the future. The fountain has Category B heritage significance. 

8. A small pre-start karakia will be held on site on 13 July, prior to construction commencing. All work is 
expected to be completed by the end of December. 

9. During construction, the off-street carpark located on Norton Road will be temporarily closed to 
enable safe contractor access, with advance signage provided to inform users.

Item 2. FARRINGDON AVENUE RESERVE PLAYGROUND REFRESH 

10. Work will soon begin to refresh the playground at Farringdon Avenue Reserve in Rototuna
North.  Construction of the refreshed playground will get underway from 19 June and is expected to
be completed by the end of September.

11. The design for the refreshed playground has been shaped by community feedback received in
August/September 2025. The playground’s theme is based around the historic lake Tunawhakapeke
and the significance of tuna (eel) to the Rototuna area, and features equipment for swinging, sliding
and balancing that are ideal for children aged 2 to 12+. The playground will utilise shade from
existing trees in the park, with some additional shade added.

12. Letters are being delivered to neighbouring residents to inform them of the upcoming construction
and an Antenno alert will be sent to the surrounding area. Signage will also be displayed at the
playground ahead of the work getting underway.
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Item 3. LATE OPENING FOR LIBRARIES ON 7 JULY 

13. Hamilton City Libraries will be opening at 10am on Tuesday 7 July to enable an all-staff 
training  alongside a Matariki celebration at Chartwell Library. The slightly delayed opening is to allow 
sufficient time for staff to gather and travel back to the libraries across the city. 

14. We do this twice a year at Matariki and Christmas to enable staff time to return to their home base 
for the day and set up to receive the public. 

15. This will be communicated to customers via social media and in person at all library sites. 
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Item 4. BUILDING CONSENT AUTHORITY ACCREDITATION ASSESSMENT 
16. The Building Unit within Regulatory Services recently completed its latest Building Consent Authority 

(BCA) accreditation assessment by International Accreditation New Zealand (IANZ). These audits are 
undertaken on behalf of the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) to ensure 
councils are meeting their regulatory responsibilities. They involve an independent review of 
systems, processes, and decision-making over a two-year period, including Building Consents, 
Inspections, and Code Compliance Certificates. 

17. The most recent audit, undertaken during the week of 18 May, confirmed Council has been 
reaccredited for a further two years. No non-compliances were identified and Council received an 
‘extra low risk’ rating, reflecting a very high level of performance. This continues a strong 
improvement trend from three general non-compliances in 2022 and two in 2024. 

18. The audit found the BCA continues to strengthen its systems, including improvements to staff 
training and the Code Compliance Certificate process. Records were well maintained, accessible, and 
securely managed, providing confidence in the robustness of Council’s quality systems. While 
documentation spans multiple sources, staff demonstrated a strong understanding of processes and 
requirements. 

19. Auditors noted a high level of professionalism and commitment across the team, alongside several 
examples of best practice, including quality system induction, clear delegations, and well-
documented external relationships. 

20. Overall, this is an excellent result for Council and reflects the capability, consistency, and dedication 
of the BCA team in delivering safe and compliant building outcomes for the city. 
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Item 5. WATERMAIN RENEWAL AND UPSIZING – TRISTRAM STREET, ABBOTSFORD STREET, DYER 
STREET, AND EDGECUMBE STREET 

Construction starts 29 June 2026 

21. On 29 June 2026, we’re starting work to replace and upsize the watermains on Tristram Street
(northernmost residential end), Abbotsford Street, Dyer Street, and Edgecumbe Street. See map of
work area below.

Construction activities 

• Construction will start Monday 29 June 2026 and will be carried out in stages. This project is
expected to be completed by the end of 2026 (weather dependent).

• The hours of work are Monday to Friday, 7am – 6pm. Some work may be required on Saturdays to
make up for weather delays.

Traffic management 

• To complete this work safely, planned traffic management includes lane closures, shoulder
closures, and footpath closures at various times as our crews progress along the street. Resident
access will be maintained throughout.

Activities to raise awareness 

• The local community will be informed by letter drop and Antenno.
• To plan around disruption of on-street parking, we’ll work closely with key organisations such H3

(FMG Stadium), Hamilton Old Boys Rugby Club, and Whitiora School.

Why do we need to upsize the pipes? 

22. With more people living in Hamilton’s central city, it is important that the water network can
continue to meet growing demand. Upsizing these watermains will improve capacity and reliability,
support future development in the area, and ensure we can continue to supply safe, treated water to
residents and businesses.

How is this work funded? 

23. These improvements are funded through the Infrastructure Acceleration Fund (IAF), a Crown
initiative that’s allocated a $150.6m grant to Council for infrastructure projects aimed at
enabling more homes in the city.

24. As part of this programme, we have already upsized watermains on:

• Anglesea Street (southernmost residential end)
• Hillsborough Terrace
• Manning Street
• Torrington Avenue and surrounds
• Hammond Street
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Item 6. PROJECT WATERSHED 2025/26 – QUARTER 3 REPORT (Maire Porter) 

25. Project Watershed is a joint plan of work between Hamilton City Council and Waikato Regional 
Council (WRC) to ensure a holistic approach to river management.  The Project Watershed Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) was signed in 2016 and under this agreement Hamilton City Council provides 
services on behalf of WRC with a focus on river management, soil conservation, and flood 
protection.   

26. The Project Watershed SLA requires Hamilton City Council staff to provide quarterly and annual 
reports to WRC detailing progress with the agreed Project Watershed works programme. A copy of 
the Quarter 3, 2025-26 Project Watershed report to be submitted to WRC is attached. 
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Item 7. WAIKATO REGIONAL THEATRE REPORTING  
27. Council has received its first report from the Waikato Regional Property Trust (WRPT) on the Waikato 

Regional Theatre’s (“BNZ Theatre”) initial opening period from January to April 2026.  

28. This covers the theatres development status and operational outcomes. This report is required as a 
condition of Council’s funding deed contribution to the Trust for ownership and property costs. The 
report summarises the reporting programme for the balance to 2026 and annual reporting 
thereafter. 

29.  Since this report was prepared the BNZ Theatre’s programme has included more local and national 
events including, Fraser Tech High School, Orchestras Central, Waikato Hospitality Awards, Opus 
Orchestra, Tommy Emanual, and National Young Leaders event. Later in June it will host Show Quest, 
BNZ Conference, Te Wahi, Waikato Chamber of Commerce and ‘Matilda’ by Hamilton Operatic 
Season for a two-week season.  

30. The Theatre itself also recently won the best heritage and adaptive property reusage award at the 
Property Industry Awards in Auckland on Friday 19 June. We also await the outcome of Council’s own 
application to the 2026 LGFA Taituara Award for Collaboration Excellence awards alongside the trust 
and Fosters, for Council’s collaboration on the overall vision of the project, with winners to be 
announced this Thursday evening in Wellington.  
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Item 8: NATIONAL AWARD FOR ELECTIONS COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT  

31. Hamilton City Council’s Communication and Engagement team has been recognised at the PRINZ 
(Public Relations Institute of New Zealand) Awards, taking out a Gold Award in Community Relations 
and Engagement and a Bronze Award in Experiential and Activation for the Election 2025 – Breaking 
Down Barriers campaign. 

32. The multi-layered campaign ran over nine months from March 2025, focusing on helping people 
understand the ‘why’ of Council and encouraging greater participation in the election. It was a 
significant organisation-wide effort, with many people contributing along the way to reduce barriers 
to voting for our communities. 

33. One judge described the campaign as “a strong, well-executed entry that demonstrated best practice 
across many of the key criteria”. They noted the thoughtful and structured approach to audience 
identification, key messaging and clear objectives, supported by research that translated into 
meaningful tactics and activation. The campaign was also recognised as broad-reaching and well-
rounded. 

34. This marks a second consecutive year the team has taken out Gold in the Community Relations and 
Engagement category, following last year’s success with the Hamilton Gardens Paid Entry campaign. 

 
 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Project Watershed Quarter 3 Report 

Attachment 2 - Waikato Regional Theatre Report: Jan - April 2026 . 
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