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General Open Updates 

1. This report includes updates on the following matters 

i. Notice of planned pest control – Hamilton Gardens  
ii. Financial Performance Report – April 2026 
iii. Kerbside Collections – Matariki 
iv.Plastic-Free July – Waste Minimisation Campaign  
v. Bulk Drinking Water Supply Network Valve Replacement #2 
vi.MfE Investigation  

Item 1. Notice Of Planned Pest Control – Hamilton Gardens   

2. On selected days between 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027, Council has contracted Exim Properties Ltd to 
carry out pest control of rabbits (fumigation of burrows and shooting) at the Hamilton Gardens. This 
is a standard process we follow – rabbits are compromising the significant effort that the gardeners, 
volunteers, and stakeholders have made in planting and designing of the gardens. The pest control 
operations are permitted under the Reserves Act 1977 and are a fundamental part of the Council’s 
park management. A public notice will appear in the Waikato Times. Staff, residents, and partners of 
Hamilton Gardens will be advised by email. 

3. To ensure the safety of our community, affected areas of the gardens will be partially closed from 
10pm to 3am – the enclosed gardens will already be closed at this time.  

4. Further to the closures we: 

• notify the police and on-site security in advance 
• have security present at each session  
• ensure that each shooter has a spotter, whose sole role is to ensure there are no people in the 

area 
• have infrared cameras scan the area for any human body heat  
• ensure at least four pest control contractors are on site to ensure the area is clear of all 

members of the public. If anyone enters the site, all shooting ceases until they have completely 
left Hamilton Gardens grounds.  
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Item 2. Financial Performance Report – April 2026  

5. We are sharing the April 2026 Financial Performance Report, which will be published on the HCC 
website on this week. Financial performance reports | Hamilton City Council 

6. Overall, the April result continues to present an improving financial performance which we anticipate 
continuing to June 2026. Overall Balancing the Books is now projected to be $4.4m better than 
budget, and Net External Debt is projected to close at $1.11B which is slightly better than budget and 
improved versus last month's report, reflecting improved financial performance and timing of 
payments for capital expenditure rolling into 2026/27. The full report is included as Attachment 1 for 
your reference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hamilton.govt.nz/your-city/data-and-statistics/understanding-your-council/finances
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Item 3. Kerbside Collections – Matariki 

7. There will be no changes to Hamilton’s kerbside rubbish and recycling collections due to the Matariki
public holiday (Friday 10 July 2026).

8. A mix of advertising, including social media, a media release, and internal channels, will be used to
share this with residents and staff.

9. Information about collection days can be found via the Fight the Landfill website or Antenno.

10. The Lincoln Street Reuse store, Lincoln Street Resource Recovery Centre and Hamilton Organic
Centre hours are below:

 Lincon Street Resource Recovery Centre: 9am – 4pm
 Habitat for Humanity ReUse store: 9am – 4pm
 Hamilton Organics Centre: 8am – 5pm

Item 4. Plastic-Free July - Waste Minimisation Campaign 

11. As part of Plastic Free July, Hamilton City Council is supporting a Guinness World Record attempt on 
Wednesday 1 July 2026 to achieve the most people refusing single-use plastic in one day, in 
partnership with the official Plastic Free July initiative.

12. To support this, Council is running a competition that will open on the same day (1 July), encouraging 
Hamiltonians to share their pledge to reduce single-use plastic. Participants will need to post their 
pledge by 11.59pm on 1 July to be in to win a hamper prize.

13. Additionally, as part of the month-long initiative, Te Kete Aronui Library and Hamilton Central Library 
are hosting two workshops, where participants can learn how to make their own household cleaners 
using low-waste alternatives.

14. According to the 2022 waste minimisation audit, 7.1% of what was in Hamiltons red bins was single 
use plastic bags and film. This saw on average 21,300kgs a week being sent to landfill through the 
Hamilton kerbside collection. By raising awareness of this issue, we hope that more people will think 
about their plastic use and change behaviours to reduce overall plastic waste.

https://www.fightthelandfill.co.nz/?utm_campaign=External%20%2F%2F%20Media%20Releases&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ywOkV1cNvprCvWCN3dLmnWbl2ZPiu0SgmnjP0m2-UojqQSFiPCQSpPZJ2024X1UzuY8dy
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Item 5. Bulk Drinking Water Supply Network Valve Replacement #2  

16. Staff are planning a trial shutdown of the next critical valve replacement.  

17. As outlined in previous updates, Hamilton’s strategic bulk drinking water supply network transfers 
treated drinking water around the city. This replacement work is on the western bulk main that 
supplies water from the Waiora treatment plant to reservoirs across Hamilton, where it is then 
supplied to households and businesses.  

18. Because the network is designed with multiple supply pathways, sections can be temporarily isolated 
while maintaining continuity of supply. 

19. A two-hour trial shutdown is scheduled for Tuesday 23 June 2026 to confirm that the affected 
section can be isolated and that the network continues to operate as expected. If the trial is 
successful, the valve replacement will take place on 29 June 2026 and is expected to take 4 days.  

20. Trial shutdowns help staff identify any potential issues, minimise disruption to users and maintain 
safety of staff and the public.   

21. Staff do not expect the shutdowns to have any direct impact on the supply of drinking water for 
residents or businesses. 
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Item 6. Mfe Investigation  

22. On 26 May 2026, Hamilton City Council received correspondence from Minister Bishop advising of 
the potential use of regulation-making powers under section 360I of the Resource Management Act 
1991 in relation to an investigation into the Operative District Plan. 

23. The Ministry for the Environment (MfE) has been directed to undertake this investigation and has 
engaged two consultancies to carry out independent assessments - one planning consultancy and 
one economic consultancy. The investigation is understood to have arisen from a single developer 
request and is currently focused on a small number of provisions within the Operative District Plan, 
including matters relating to built form, deep soil areas, electric vehicle infrastructure, and bicycle 
parking. 

24. MfE has commenced technical work, including the preparation of planning and economic 
assessments. Initial engagement between Council staff and MfE has occurred, with Council providing 
relevant information and signalling its willingness to work collaboratively as the investigation 
progresses. 

25. Based on current discussions with MfE, the proposed process is expected to: 

• finalise technical reports and recommendations by early July; 
• proceed to a city-wide notification process inviting submissions, in which Council may also 

lodge a submission; an 
• run in parallel with a formal request for Council commentary, with a fixed timeframe of 20 

working days for response. 

26. This investigation is occurring alongside several priority programmes, including Fast-track 
applications, plan change processes, and broader spatial planning work. This is creating competing 
demands on staff and increased coordination requirements across multiple teams, requiring careful 
prioritisation. 

27. Further updates will be provided as the process progresses. 

 
 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Financial Performance Report - April 2026 . 
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