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Committee: Executive Update Date: 07 July 2026 

Author: Helen Schlegel Authoriser: Blair Bowcott  

Position: Executive Assistant  Position: General Manager Strategy, 
Growth and Planning  

Report Name: Executive Update (Open)  
 

Report Status Open  
 
General Open Updates 

1. This report includes updates on the following matters 

i.  Garden Place improvements: Worley Place Street furniture  
ii.  Waikato Screen NZ Annual Stakeholder Report 2025/26 
iii. Morrinsville Road update  
iv. Head Start consultation update  

Item 1. GARDEN PLACE IMPROVEMENTS: WORLEY PLACE STREET FURNITURE  

2. The 30 April 2026 City Delivery Committee approved Minor Transport Improvements funding to 
replaced ageing street furniture on Worley Place, outside Starbucks, to create a more attractive, 
functional, and welcoming space for people to enjoy. 

3. Work began on Monday 6 July 2026 and involves upgrades to the existing seating and bins. To 
minimise disruption and ensure seating remains available for Starbucks customers, the work will be 
staged so that only one area (of three) will be under construction at a time.  

4. Works will take place Monday to Friday, between the hours of 7am and 11.30am, and are expected 
to take up to seven working days to complete, weather permitting. Pedestrian access will be 
maintained throughout, with footpaths on Ward Street and Worley Place remaining open. 

5. This project is also mindful of Waipa Civil’s water renewal works and Pullman Hotel’s development 
works both taking place on Ward Street, opposite Starbucks, and there will be no impact on those 
works.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hamilton.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Minutes/City-Delivery-Committee-Confirmed-Open-Minutes-30-April-2026.pdf


Executive Update Agenda 7 July 2026- OPEN Page 3 of 17 

Item 2. WAIKATO SCREEN NZ ANNUAL STAKEHOLDER REPORT 2025/26 

6. In FY 2024/25 Waikato Screen were provided one-off funding of $10,000 from Council that was 
approved by the GM Strategy, Growth and Planning and the UD Commercial & Analytics.

7. For FY 2025/26, Waikato Screen requested that Council provide them with any residual or 
unallocated funds. They were informed that any savings identified were to be used by Council to 
reduce our operating deficit.

8. Waikato Screen have now put forth a long-term funding model in which they propose that Council 
make an annual contribution of $97,000 as part of contributions from nine Waikato councils 
totalling$400,000 per year.

9. Waikato Screen has been informed by the GM Strategy, Growth and Planning that all decisions about 
funding will need to be made through the 2027-2037 Long-Term Plan process, alongside all other 
matters and priorities of Council including other regional and sub regional organisations like 
Hamilton Waikato Tourism.

10. Similarly, Waikato Screen has also approached Waikato Regional Council for funding. A regional 
council spokesperson said that with the disestablishment of their Regional Development Fund in 
2024, they no longer had a funding mechanism to support the request.

11. Waikato Screen's Annual Stakeholder Report 2025/26 is attached. Council has not done any 
independent review of the film industry’s economic impact or the claims made in this report.
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Item 3. MORRINSVILLE ROAD UPDATE 

13. Since opening on 15 May, the new peanut-shaped roundabout and signalised crossing have had a 
positive first month. 

• Roundabout: All types of vehicle shapes and sizes have successfully navigated it - including 
trucks, trailers, utes and buses. 

• Pedestrian crossing: In its first week, usage went from zero to 45 trips in a single day, including 
pedestrians, cyclists and e-scooter riders. 

14. Construction of the shared path connecting to the schools and residents is progressing and is 
planned to be complete within the coming months (weather dependent). 

15. Some road markings are currently below standard and not in the final layout/location. This is due to 
wet weather and surface moisture, which prevents a durable finish being applied. Final line markings 
will be completed after micro-surfacing (thin asphalt layer) is applied as soon as conditions allow, 
ensuring a longer-lasting tidy result. Stakeholders have been advised. 
 

16. Mullane Ave right turn 

17. There’s been some feedback around queuing and right turning out of Mullane Ave at school drop-off 
and pick-up times. When all the works are complete, and travel patterns have settled, we’ll monitor 
this movement to see if the issue continues. 

18. For the most up-to-date information and project detail: hamilton.govt.nz/morrinsvilleroad.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hamilton.govt.nz/morrinsvilleroad
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Item 4. HEAD START UPDATE 

19. Consultation on Council’s Head Start decision-making principles closed on Sunday 5 July. In total,
Council received 545 unique submissions. Sixteen of these are on behalf of organisations.

20. A full submissions insights report will be provided in the agenda for the 6 August Council meeting.
The submissions will be published online at the same time. The submissions put forward by
organisations will be provided as part of the material circulated ahead of next week’s Head Start
workshop.

21. Staff have pulled together a quick analysis of the responses to the ranking of the principles. It is
provided here as this information will also be provided to the Waikato Times in response to a media
query.

22. The right-hand column shows the proportion of submitters who have stated a principle is either 
somewhat or extremely important. The mean score column is the ‘average’ score out of 5. The 
values from all responses for each principle are added together then divided by the number of total 
responses.

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Waikato Screen NZ Annual Stakeholder Report 2025/26 . 
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