Laura Bowman

From: official information
Sent: Thursday, 26 May 2022 8:33 am

To:

Cc: official information

Subject: Final Response - LGOIMA 264333 - Groundswell NZ - Information on the HCCs
position on Three Waters policy and Communities 4 Local Democracy

Attachments: 20220505 Hamilton City Council, Three Waters and Communities 4 Local
Democracy.pdf

Kia Ora,

| refer to your information request below, Hamilton City Council is able to provide the following response.
Your Request 1:
Has the Council adopted a position on the Three Waters policy?

Our Response 1:
Yes, Council has adopted its position on three waters service delivery reform in the three submissions below.

Council has formally considered all aspects the waters reform multiple times. In the past two years Council has
made submissions on:
2021/22
- The Working Group on Representation, Governance and Accountability of new Water Service Entities to the
Department of Internal Affairs
- Three Waters Reform Formal Feedback to Government to the Minister of Local Government and
Department of Internal Affairs
- Government Three Waters Reform: Hamilton City Council Feedback to LGNZ

Links to these submissions can be found at here.
Your Request la:
If so, what motion or motions were agreed to?

Our Response 1a:

Please see the below links to the following minutes (including motions) relating to the adoption of the italicised
submissions and other motions supporting Council’s position on three waters service delivery reform. These can also
be found on council’s website.

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting - Thursday, 10 June 2021
Government Three Waters Reform: Hamilton City Council Feedback to LGNZ: item 14

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting - Thursday, 12 August 2021
Addendum to the above Feedback to LGNZ: item 13

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting - Thursday, 30 September 2021
Three Waters Reform - Formal Feedback to Government: item 14

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting - Thursday, 11 November 2021
Reform Response Programme — Update: Item 12




Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting - Thursday, 3 February 2022
Reform Response Programme update: Item 9 and 12

Council Draft Unconfirmed Open Minutes - 12 May 2022
Reform Response Programme update: Item 11

Your Request 1b:

If so, how did each member of the Council vote on the motion or motions?

Our Response 1b:

Please see the above minutes which record the voting of elected members where the vote is not unanimous on all
motions and amendments.

Your request 2

Has the Council voted on whether to join the Communities 4 Local Democracy?

Our Response 2

No.

Your request 2a:
If so, what motion or motions were voted on?

Our Response 2a:

N/A

Your Request 2b:

If so, how did each member of the Council vote on the motion or motions?
Our Response 2b

N/A

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. Information about how
to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.

Kind Regards,

Laura | Official Information Coordinator
Legal Services & Risk | People and Organisational Performance
Email: officialinformation@hcc.govt.nz
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From: Groundswell NZ 2020
Sent: Thursday, 5 May 2022 11:36 pm

To: CEO <CEO@hcc.govt.nz>

Subject: Letter from Groundswell NZ regarding Three Waters and Communities 4 Local Democracy

Dear Chief Executive
Please see attached a letter from Groundswell NZ regarding Three Waters and Communities 4 Local Democracy.
Kind regards

Groundswell NZ



Groundswell NZ

Groundswell NZ

5 May 2022

Geoff Hamilton

Chief Executive

Carterton District Council

By email: geoffh@cdc.govt.nz

Dear Chief Executive,
Three Waters position and Communities 4 Local Democracy

We write to you regarding the Carterton District Council’s position on the Government’s Three
Waters policy and relationship with Communities 4 Local Democracy.

Please circulate this letter to all elected members of the Council.

Groundswell NZ is gravely concerned about the Government’s Three Waters proposal and is
committed to fighting this ill-conceived and unworkable policy.

The consistent position of Groundswell NZ has been that each council should undertake a
referendum of their residents on the Three Waters proposal, as the vital water infrastructure assets
built up over decades by ratepayers should not be handed over to another body without a clear and
local democratic mandate. Even with the Government making their Three Waters proposal
mandatory for councils, each council should only take a position that is consistent with the views of
their residents.

We applaud those councils who have joined Communities 4 Local Democracy for standing united
with their communities in opposing the governments Three Waters proposal. However, it is
disappointing that many councils have still not joined in support of this fight for local democracy. We
request that your Council join Communities 4 Local Democracy.

We also request the following information:

1. Has the Council adopted a position on the Three Waters policy?

a. Ifso, what motion or motions were agreed to?

b. If so, how did each member of the Council vote on the motion or motions?
2. Has the Council voted on whether to join the Communities 4 Local Democracy?

a. If so, what motion or motions were voted on?

b. If so, how did each member of the Council vote on the motion or motions?

If the Council will not offer the information by way of a timely response, please consider this a
request under the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.



We will be using the information provided as part of a nationwide campaign to seek representation
that accurately and faithfully acts in the best interests of people and communities.

We are also concerned about Local Government New Zealand's (LGNZ) failure to act in the best
interests of councils and communities. In their 2020 and 2021 annual reports, LGNZ stated that their
role is to “Support and advocate for 78 councils across New Zealand, ensuring the needs and
priorities of their communities and residents are heard loud and clear at the highest levels of central
government” and that “Protecting and enhancing local democracy is paramount”.

By signing the Three Waters Heads of Agreement with the Government, including agreeing to not
actively oppose an “all in” legislated approach to Three Waters in clause 4.3(c)(iii), LGNZ has failed in
their obligation to advocate for councils and their communities and residents.

Ratepayers fund LGNZ to advocate in their interest to the tune of $4 million each year. Given their
failure to do so, we request all councils cease this funding, which would be better spent on the
infrastructure needs of our communities. We congratulate Timaru District Council who have already
taken this clear stand in support of local democracy.

In summary, we are requesting that the Council:

1. Withdraw funding from LGNZ

2. Hold a referendum on the Three Waters policy.

Yours sincerely,

Groundswell NZ



	Final Response - LGOIMA 264333 - Information on the HCCs position on Three Waters policy and Communities 4 Local Democracy
	20220505 Hamilton City Council, Three Waters and Communities 4 Local Democracy



