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IAWAI Water Services Strategy: Rukuhia Village Growth 

 

Background 

My wife and I own and operate a 400-cow dairy farm at Rukuhia, with our land bordering Rukuhia 

Primary School, Lake Kareaotahi, and SH 3.  Upon completion, the Southern Links Expressway 

will bisect our farm, leaving the severed titles as uneconomic-sized units for our dairy farming 

business to continue. 

To respond to this disruption, we are currently in the planning stage of a Rukuhia Village 

Masterplan that would encompass up to 400 additional residential homes and a small commercial 

shopping area. 

 

Growth Potential at Rukuhia 

We believe there is significant growth potential for Rukuhia Village over the next 10–20 years. 

Much of this will be driven by the commercial and industrial development around the Airport 

precinct and the greater Waipā area.  These businesses will require many skilled staff for their 

operations, and those staff will require suitable and comfortable accommodation close by.  Rukuhia 

Village can offer this. 

Rukuhia is less than 2 km southwest of the proposed Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant 

(SWWTP), which has the potential to cost-effectively and efficiently service the village and enable 

the development of a new growth node. 

The North Waipā – Southern Hamilton Spatial Study, prepared as part of the Future Proof work, 

identifies Rukuhia as a growth cell, and access to wastewater treatment infrastructure would 

certainly support this outcome. 

The development of Rukuhia Village should not be overlooked by IAWAI when planning the 

SWWTP.  Rukuhia offers a great opportunity for relaxed village living, with access to quality 

primary schooling, Lake Kareaotahi amenities, and easy commuting to many employment areas in 

and around the Airport, Hamilton city, and the wider Waikato region. 



Request 

We support: 

1. The planning and funding of the Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

2. The Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant being developed as a sub-regional facility, 

including servicing for northern Waipā.  

3. Planning for capacity and connection from the Southern Wastewater Treatment Plant to 

Rukuhia Village to allow for future growth. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 
 

Ed & Liz Grayling 


