Submission on IAWAI Water Servicing Strategy 2026-2036
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The Porter family have a number of companies that own land that is either being
developed or held for future development. This includes but is not limited to land owned
by Porter Properties Ltd, Empire Corporation Ltd, Brymer Heights Ltd, and Chinamans Hill
Ltd.

The above companies will in the coming years deliver 1500+ Residential and Industrial
Lots within Hamilton City.

One of your initial proposals is to charge every new house (at Building Consent) a $500
annual fee (water & wastewater) for 25 years to cover the cost of growth infrastructure.

This is in addition to DCs currently charged by HCC and WDC. The proposed charge does
not seem to be supported by capital expenditure on specific growth infrastructure and is
therefore more like a general rate but with just new homes and non-residential buildings
targeted.

We believe HCC and WDC should wait until they amend their DC policies (by 30 June
2027) to align with the new structure, instead IAWAI is looking to implement these new
charges from 1 July 2026. This increases the risk of double charging, particularly in areas
where DCs are already payable to fund growth infrastructure like Te Rapa and Rotokauri.

Also before implementing the proposed charges IAWAI needs to provide evidence that
these proposed charges are fair and equitable.

Other Waters CCO’s (e.g. Waikato Waters) are delaying implementing any new charges
until such time as their Council’s (i.e. Waipa, SWDC, Waitomo, Matamata-Piako,
Otorohanga and Hauraki) update their DC policies.

Any additional costs that increase the cost of development are likely to have a detrimental
impact on demand in Hamilton City for both residential and non-residential land.

Development in Hamilton City is already impacted with high DC's as is clearly seen in
Peacockes. People and businesses are choosing to reside and invest in TLA's where
charges are more reasonable.

IAWAI also needs to show evidence as to what benefits the proposed water and
wastewater growth charges will have for new home and non-residential builders

Much of the existing network is ageing and needs a lot of work. Just charging new
developments is not fair and reasonable. We ask why brown fields developments and
existing residents are not being charged for this? If you are to introduce more costs then
these need to be spread across all residents.

Developers already fund growth infrastructure through DC's. On top of this HCC also has
a draft Financial Contributions Policy out which also targets new residential
development. These plus the IAWAI charges is only going to put additional pressure on
growth.



13. If the proposed AIWAI charges are approved and implemented (preferable after 30 June
27) then why is this not proposed to be spread across all residential and non-residential
developments including brown field. This would reduce the charge and be a more
balanced approach.

If the opportunity is available the Porter companies would like to be heard in support of this
submission.

Steve Burgess
Commercial Property Manager NZ

Porter Group Ltd



